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Guidance 


by Robert K. Brown 


Fix Bayonets 


A s we go to press, a cadre of heroic 
rescue workers is combing the 
rubble of what was once an icon of 
American commerce, with a waning 
hope of finding and extracting just one 
more victim of the most monstrous, 
most yellow-bellied sneak attack in 
American history. 

While we write this, American and 
many Allied forces have mustered and 
are forming the ranks of an interna¬ 
tional coalition that will attempt to 
destroy — not stem, but 
destroy — terrorism 
where it breeds, is nur¬ 
tured and from where it 
strikes. 

There has been a vast 
change across the United 
States. Politicians whom 
we have called to task for 
un-American behavior are 
now saluting President 
Bush. It has been amazing 
to watch the country come together in a 
manner unseen in more than 60 years. 
If our gut feelings and seething rage are 
to be believed, this generation may very 
well outdo those who have become 
known as the “greatest generation 
This will be a war, not a police 
action, and we expect to be in it for the 
duration. Mark our words, we are not 
rattling sabers, we are fixing bayonets. 

The obvious targets are all the 
usual suspects — Osama bin Laden et 
al — but there is increasing intelli¬ 
gence being sifted that strongly sup¬ 
ports the obvious: These madmen did 
not act alone, but with substantial 


encouragement and assistance from 
established (as opposed to legitimate) 
governments. 

American forces are relocating to 
the Middle East, and it may safely be 
assumed that whoever is behind this 
monstrous act is there as well. It also 
may be safely assumed that there will 
be one helluva a lot of steel coming 
their way stamped “Made in the 
U.S.A.” What we do know at this point 
cannot be told right now, but SOF 
combat correspondents 
are en route to the the¬ 
ater as this is written, 
and we will bring you 
the story from ground 
level. If the story comes 
from Afghanistan, well, 
we’ve sent more from- 
the-ground dispatches 
out of that arena than 
any other publication 
and we’ll be glad to pick 
up where we left off. 

In the meantime, in this issue we 
have DX’d our usual columns in order 
that we may bring you the best editori¬ 
als and related first-response material 
from the American Fourth Estate. 

This will probably be a ride to 
remember and SOF will be at the sharp 
edge. It’s Payback Time, and payback 
will be a bitch. 

If you want to ensure you get the 
inside combat reports from ground 
level, please note the enclosed sub¬ 
scription card — we have already 
had a run at the newsstands for our 
last issue. ^ 
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THE 

BUSH DOCTRINE 

By Jack Wheeler 


T he “Reagan Doctrine” was the title the media (first 
by Charles Krauthammer in the 1 May 1985 issue 
of Time Magazine ) bestowed upon a strategy adopt¬ 
ed by the Reagan White House to assault and destroy the 
entire structure of Soviet colonial imperialism. This strate¬ 
gy was successful. 

What is required now, in the wake of the 11 September 
atrocity, is a strategy to assault and destroy the entire struc¬ 
ture of Muslim Terrorism. If adopted and put into action by 
President George W. Bush and his administration, it would 
become known as the Bush Doctrine. 

Prior to the Reagan Doctrine, the strategy of the United 
States towards the Soviet Union was that of containment 
developed by George Kennan. It was essentially a defensive 
policy, to “contain” Soviet expansionism as much as possi¬ 
ble and wait them out. As the Soviets went on the imperial 
march during the Vietnam-Watergate-Jimmy Carter 1970s, 
converting 14 countries into Soviet colonies from 
Brazzaville-Congo in 1969 to Afghanistan in 1979, this pol¬ 
icy was proven an abject failure. With the election of Ronald 
Reagan in 1980, the possibility of an offensive strategy 
towards the Soviets emerged. The basic concept was to iden¬ 



tify the most vulnerable weaknesses of the Soviet Empire 
and actively pursue methods to exacerbate those weakness¬ 
es as much as possible. 

The goal of the Reagan Doctrine's architects (of which 1 
was one) was clear: Rid the world of Soviet imperialism. We 
did not want peace with the Soviet Union, we did not want 
to get along with it, we were totally sick and tired of its mur¬ 
derous tyranny and threats to our existence, so we wanted it 
gone, eliminated, eradicated, and off the world map entirely. 
We looked upon the Soviets as we did the Nazis. Just as the 
U.S. did not want to “contain” Nazi Germany but wanted — 
and got — victory over it, we did not want to “contain” the 
Soviet Union but wanted victory. So did Ronald Reagan. 
Because Ronald Reagan wanted victory, and had a clear, prac¬ 
tical strategy to achieve it, we got it. The Soviet Union no 
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longer exists. America won the Cold War. 

President George W. Bush has announced that he and 
America will settle for nothing less than victory over 
Muslim terrorism. This can only mean that from now on we 
will not accommodate it, tolerate it, attempt to contain it, 
make excuses for it, nor shy away from fighting it with lily- 
livered “we can’t be ruthless or we’re just as bad as them” 
drool. Further, it also means that President Bush must put 
into action a specific blueprint — a Bush Doctrine — for 
such a victory. 

The Bush Doctrine would be a comprehensive strategy 
employing various kinds of tactics. Among them could be the 
following: 


The Anti-Terrorist Policy ot the llnitetl States should he 
summed up in six words: “Hunt them down and kill them.” 
The Israelis have figured this out. It’s about time we do. 


• Arm the flight crews. Why do Muslim terrorists never 
hijack the planes of El Al (the Israeli airline)? It is 
because the flight crews (pilots and attendants) are 
armed and trained. Flight crews of U.S. airlines are not 
allowed to be armed. This is a result of the “Victim 
Disarmament” policy of the gun-control lobby. U.S. 
flight crews aren’t even permitted to carry pepper spray 
or tasers — either one of which could have immobilized 
the 11 September hijackers. All flight attendants on U.S. 
airlines should now be required to carry pepper spray 
or tasers and be trained in their use. All pilots on U.S. 
airlines should now be armed with guns and trained in 



their use. The ammo should be either frangible rounds 
or #12 birdshot shot shells, which break up on contact 
so that a terrorist’s face would be blown off but the 
plane’s fuselage or plastic windows won’t be penetrated. 
We must make sure that terrorists would be as terrified 
of trying to hijack an American plane as he would an 
Israeli one. 
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• Rescind the Presidential Executive Order prohibiting 
assassination. This is a necessary — repeat, necessary — 
condition for the defeat of Muslim terrorism. The American 
government must now be in the assassination business. The 
operative word is “must.” Individual Muslim Terrorists 
must be targeted and personally killed. No trials, no “bring¬ 
ing them to justice.” The Anti-Terrorist Policy of the United 
States should be summed up in six words: Hunt them down 
and kill them. The Israelis have figured this out. It’s about 
time we do. President Bush can rescind the no-assassina- 
tion EO with a stroke of the pen; he does not need the per¬ 
mission of congress. What congress can do, however, is: 

• Issue Letters of Marque. Article II, Section 8, of the 
Constitution grants congress the power to “Declare War 
and Grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal.” It goes without 
saying that there must be a formal Declaration of War 
against Muslim terrorism by congress. Beyond that, con¬ 
gress should issue documents of legal permission — 
“Letters of Marque” — to competent private organizations 
authorizing them to capture or terminate specific identi¬ 
fied Muslim terrorists. In other words, there should be an 
official U.S. government list of those who are wanted dead 
or alive, bounties in the millions of dollars placed on their 
heads, and private bounty hunters authorized with Letters 
of Marque to collect the rewards. There are a number of 
highly professional “risk-management” companies, such as 
GlobalOptions in Washington D.C., who are capable of 
fielding teams of ex-Delta Force and ex-Navy SEAL com¬ 
mandos to perform this task. 

• Launch the Hammer of Thor. Despite the protestations 


of anti-missile defense types, full funding and rapid 
deployment of missile defense systems is now a given. 
Further, however, these systems must be quickly put to 
anti-terrorist purposes. High Energy Chemical Lasers 
(such as the U.S. Army’s THEL, which has been success¬ 
fully tested) can be positioned in space to target individual 
terrorists. Small enough to be carried by a 747 in flight or 
the Space Shuttle to be placed in orbit, a HECL is essen¬ 
tially a rocket engine burning special fuels such as deu¬ 
terium/fluorine, with mirrors lasing the gases into focused 

ms is a struggle that will not be won in the light of day, 
glorious battle with tbe troops storming Mount Suribachi. 

It will be won in tbe darkness, with spies and assassins. 

infra-red energy. The resultant coherent IR laser beam 
delivers roughly one pound of TNT energy for every one 
pound of rocket fuel at 20 pounds per fraction of a second. 
The beam diameter from orbit to ground is only a few feet, 
making extremely selective targeting possible. Hit by such 
a beam, all the fat molecules in an individual terrorist’s 
body would be instantly vaporized in a pillar of fire, leav¬ 
ing only a small pile of charcoal and ashes as residue. 
Terrorists would have to remain hidden in deep bunkers to 
prevent their vaporization, as the beam can penetrate vehi¬ 
cles and most buildings. Such a space-deployed anti-ter¬ 
rorist HECL system would appropriately be called The 
Hammer of Thor. 

These are a few examples of what elements the Bush 
Doctrine would contain. One unifying theme is that of indi- 
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victual retaliation, not massive retalia¬ 
tion. We do not need to level Baghdad or 
nuke Kabul. We do not need B52 
strikes. That’s so 20th Century. As 
President Bush has noted, this is the 
first war of the 21st Century — and it 
requires going after specific individuals, 
not groups, peoples, and cities. We need 
to kill Saddam Hussein individually, kill 
Osama bin Laden individually, kill every 
Taliban assisting Osama bin Laden, kill 
every member of every cell of Osama 
bin Laden, kill every member of 
Hezbollah, kill every Iranian govern¬ 
ment sponsor of Hezbollah, kill every 
member of the Palestinian Islamic jihad, 
kill every Syrian government sponsor of 
the Palestinian Islamic Jihad — all of 
them must be located, hunted down, tar¬ 
geted, and personally put to death. 

This requires not huge armies. This 
requires Special Operations teams of the 
various U.S. military services equipped 
and trained to target these individuals. 
This requires the private mobilization of 
those Americans who have the skills 
and training, but no longer serve in the 
U.S. armed forces, such as former 
SEALs, Marines, Rangers, Green Berets, 
Delta Force, and others. This requires 
the Pentagon brass to focus their efforts 
and funding on Special Operations, 
rather than continuing to prepare for a 
land war in Europe. This requires a 
mammoth funding of Humlnt (human 
intelligence) resources for the CIA to 
provide reliable targeting information. 
And most of all it requires of the 
American people to have the will and 
the steel for such a struggle. This is a 
struggle that will not be won in the light 
of day, in glorious battle with the troops 
storming Mount Suribachi. It will be 
won in the darkness, with spies and 
assassins. The only way to win this war, 
the way to destroy the entire structure 
of Muslim terrorism, is to terrify the ter¬ 
rorists individually. 

What we must all keep in clear focus 
is that America is not at war with Mos¬ 
lems, but with Moslem Terrorists. Amer¬ 
ica is not at war with any nation, nor with 
any ethnic, racial, or religious group, but 
with individuals who have made a 
choice, a choice to suffuse their souls 
with murderous, envious evil. These 
individuals have freely chosen to become 
our enemies. We now have no choice but 
to ensure that they suffer the mortal con¬ 
sequence of that choice. That should be 
the essence of the Bush Doctrine. 

Jack Wheeler, a frequent visitor to 
Afghanistan in the 1980s, is the director 
of the Freedom Research Foundation. ^ 
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If We Beg For Protection, 
The Enemy Wins 

by Wayne Laugesen 


A fter the second plane sank into the World Trade 
Center, the tops of the two buildings burned like 
torches in a surreal scene in a far-fetched Bruce Willis 
flick. Then the buildings fell. How we react will determine 
whether our nation will fall. 

When the smoke and dust clear, this will be far from over. 
It won’t be like Oklahoma City. This isn’t only about finding 
the bad guys and convicting them, or using hundreds of mil¬ 
lions worth of insurance money and emergency government 
aid to rebuild and move on with our lives. We should be so 
lucky. This will hurt, and it will change freedom as we know 
it in the United States, for as long as we live. 

The economy will recover, New York City will rebuild. 
What may not survive is the 
Bill of Rights. Post-Oklahoma 
City, voters demanded that 
politicians make new laws, to 
do something dramatic to 
prevent another major terror¬ 
ist attack. We ended up with 
the Anti-Terrorism and 
Effective Death Penalty Act 
of 1996, a law that did noth¬ 
ing to protect us from terror¬ 
ists yet did plenty to erode 
fundamental civil liberties. 

We ended up with more 
police on the streets than our 
nation has ever seen. We 
eliminated most of the due 
process federal inmates had after being sentenced to death. 
We eliminated most of the protections for the privacy of per¬ 
sons not suspected of crimes by authorizing roving wiretaps 
without probable cause by federal agents. Playing off crime 
fears, Clinton urged random police sweeps of apartments in 
public housing projects to seize guns. He urged the abolition 
of the exclusionary rule that prohibits evidence obtained by 
the police in violation of the law from being used in court. 

Anyone who has been to an airport knows what steps 
we’ve taken to try stopping would-be hijackers. Bags get X- 
rayed and sniffed by dogs, identification is checked, bodies 
pass through metal detectors and are often patted-down. 
We’ve been deluded into depending upon the government to 
protect us. And when the system fails, we immediately ask 
for more protection from government. We respond in the 


same, flawed way every time, without success, and stupidly 
expect different results. It’s insane. 

Predictably, less than 48 hours after the worst terrorist 
attack in history, pundits and politicians are already calling 
for ever-more draconian “security precautions,” none of 
which have a hope in hell of working. We are a nation of cow¬ 
ards and we’re always willing to cash in freedom in return for 
the illusion of safety. 

The collapse of two of the world’s most magnificent 
buildings, the deaths of thousands of Americans, a crippling 
attack on our military’s nerve center ... This is strong stuff, 
so devastating that it may indeed change the charter of a 
nation. The terrorists may have won. I would have a hard 

time telling the grieving 
mother of a child killed in 
the World Trade Center that 
my constitutional rights are 
more important than the 
safety of her family. But they 
are more important, and we 
as citizens must come to that 
understanding or our nation 
will fall. 

We can’t trade freedom 
for security. It doesn’t work 
that way, and only snake-oil 
politicians can keep straight 
faces and say it does. 

In fact, our desire for gov¬ 
ernment-guaranteed safety is 
the very reason America was brought to its knees by two-bit 
terrorists. You see, the safety we’ve asked for has not been 
delivered by government. While existing regulations require 
high-level security at every commercial airport in the coun¬ 
try, it’s self-evident that neither laws, regulations nor the 
security precautions work. 

We, as a nation, have done everything we can to disarm 
criminals, yet violent crime persists because in trying to dis¬ 
arm criminals, we have disarmed ourselves as well, leaving 
us at the mercy of zealots with plastic knives. We have a 
phone system so sophisticated that three numbers — 911 — 
allow cops to know the exact locations of people in distress 
almost instantly Even people on the hijacked planes Tuesday 
were calling 911, for all the good it did them. 

Our phony sense of well-being keeps Americans from tak- 
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mg responsibility for their own lives and safety. Recent 
events illustrate this better than all the millions of other 
crimes that could each stand as wonderful examples of how 
our 911 mentality cultivates violence. 

The terrorist acts of Tuesday 9-11, illustrate how govern¬ 
ment-packaged safety doesn’t work. Pundits talk endlessly 
about the high level of sophistication, and the thorough plan¬ 
ning skills of the perpetrators. Some would rule out one like¬ 
ly culprit, Osama bin Laden, saying the hijackings and sui¬ 
cide attacks were too sophisticated for him or his people. 

Nonsense. Nothing about these attacks was sophisticated. 
It didn’t need to be. For all the extreme security measures 
we’ve adopted at airports, hijackers don’t need sophistica¬ 
tion. Sure it’s hard to get a gun on an airplane, and no law- 
abiding citizen would try. But this horrific event wasn’t per¬ 
petrated with guns. It was perpetrated by insane religious 
zealots who evaded every security screening we had in place. 

I possess a sharp, pointy, deadly knife made of hard com¬ 
posite plastic, perhaps the very same type used by the ter¬ 
rorists. It’s called a “CIA letter opener.” Hidden in a shoe or 
boot, it would be very difficult to detect this knife — short of 
asking all passengers to get nude at the metal detector. And 
even that wouldn’t preclude one from hiding such a device in 
a body cavity. No matter how hard we try to make society 
safer by disarming law-abiding citizens in a vain attempt to 
disarm criminals, we achieve exactly the opposite of what we 
intend. Does it take sophistication to get around sophisticat¬ 
ed airport security? No, it takes tiny knives. 

The attacks also illustrate how our 911 mentality leaves 
us more vulnerable than we’d otherwise be. At this juncture, 
investigators suspect — based on 911 calls from the planes 
— that each aircraft was taken over by three to six men with 


“knife-like objects.” In some cultures, this would not be pos¬ 
sible because passengers on the plane, knowing calls to cops 
wouldn’t save their lives, would fight to their deaths trying 
to overcome the bad guys. Such a response from passengers, 
who always outnumber hijackers, might save the day. In fact, 
reports of a phone call from Thomas Burnett, a passenger on 
the aircraft that crashed near Pittsburgh, point to selfless 
heroism by several passengers who attempted to subdue the 
terrorists. This ended in the deaths of all aboard, but pre¬ 
vented the aircraft from being used as another flying bomb 
to kill thousands. 

In the United States, we’re constantly told by our govern¬ 
ment not to fight back, not to get involved, not to defend our¬ 
selves. Call 911, and let the professionals handle it, they 
insist. It is not your responsibility, we’re told, and you might 
do more harm than good. If only the passengers on the planes 
that struck the World Trade Center and the Pentagon had 
ignored that advice. 

Tuesday, President Bush assured us the terrorists won’t 
win: “Terrorist attacks can shake the foundations of our 
biggest buildings,” Bush said. “But they cannot touch the 
foundation of America. These acts shatter steel, but they can¬ 
not dent the steel of American resolve.” 

Our steel is our freedom, our independence and our person¬ 
al resolve to defend ourselves, our fellow Americans and our 
nation, no matter what the personal consequences. If we give 
that up in return for more illusory safety, the terrorists will win, 
and we will deserve the destruction they wreak upon us. 

A former SOF editor ; Wayne Laugesen is a columnist for 
The Boulder Weekly. He may be reached at 
Wayne@Laugesen.com . ^ 
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CIA Officials Reveal What Went Wrong: 

Clinton to Blame 

by Christopher Ruddy 
Newsmax.cdm 


Hll^^worst, single most tragic day in the history of 
A AftW America has just passed. 

Tuesday more Americans likely died than all the casual¬ 
ties of the Battle of Antietam on Wednesday, 17 September 
1862. 

Already the media spin on yesterday’s events is relentless. 

The talking heads are pushing several themes, including: 

• Now is not the time to point fingers at responsible par¬ 
ties in America, i.e., political figures like Clinton or our own 
security agencies. 

• The events of Tuesday are the “worst-case scenario” - 
the worst is over. 

• Osama bin Laden is the culprit. 

\ 

On these points of spin, the first one is baloney. Of course 
we need to find why our security failed. This is basic. 

And unless the big media are consulting a psychic better 
than the one 1 use, no one knows what the future days, weeks 
and months may yield. 

This is not the worst- 
case scenario. A worst- 
case scenario is a 25-mega¬ 
ton nuclear bomb detonat¬ 
ed in New York or a full- 
scale attack against the 
U.S.! These should not be 
ruled out. 

These dangers can be 
avoided, we pray, but only if 
we stop listening to the 
media idiots that feed us a 
diet of blow-dried nonsense. 

Is Katie Couric going to say 
how bad she feels for the ter¬ 
rorists who were 'driven to 
these cowardly acts? 

It is the big media and the 
hack politicians that led us to 
this nightmarish day. 

Smart To Examine Who Failed Us 

We are Americans, so let’s 
get our feet back on the 



ground and use common sense. 

The media say we shouldn’t point fingers. (Funny, isn’t it, 
how the media have spent 30 years pointing fingers at Richard 
Nixon for his alleged crimes, but when one of their liberal 
favorites is due for some blame, they feed us the mantras like 
“Let’s move on!” and “No time to point fingers!”) 

Common sense, in fact, dictates that we need to critically 
examine the people who are to blame for this incident, both 
the perpetrators (and if you believe Osama bin Laden was the 
major mastermind behind this, I have a bridge in Brooklyn I 
want to sell you) and the people we pay to protect us — that 
is, our national security agencies. 

Without question, these agencies failed miserably in pre¬ 
venting this sophisticated, wide-scale and coordinated attack 
against America. 

Intelligence Agencies Failed Miserably 

Tuesday I received an e-mail from a recently retired high- 

ranking CIA official. I will 
identify him as “Harry.” 

Here’s what Harry said: 
“... Reacting effectively and 
justly to this [attack] makes 
us hugely dependent on 
intell [intelligence] capabili¬ 
ties that failed us miserably 
This is an enormous liabili¬ 
ty, which we shall not be 
able to fix before we have to 
react. Payback time for the 
last eight years!” 

He continued: “There 
were clearly enormous fail¬ 
ures here. This operation 
was ingenious in its sim¬ 
plicity, which would have 
limited the size (number of 
people, actions) of the 
operation and hence 
detectability. But it could 
not have been that small for 
at least a dozen men to 
hijack four carefully chosen 

AP/Wideworld 
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aircraft (routes, fuel load) with carefully coordinated tim¬ 
ing. And to get through security with knives big enough to 
subdue four relatively large crews. If the in tell and securi¬ 
ty systems claim that this challenge is simply too hard for 
them, they have to be replaced, root and branch. Because 
this challenge is the challenge. It is now pretty self-evident 
that claims of reform and adjustment [at the intelligence 
agencies] to new realities that we’ve heard over the past 
eight years or so are hollow.” 

Of course, it’s obvious why the media doesn’t want any 
finger pointing. 


may end up paying a heavy price for Bill Clinton and the 
major media’s complicity. 

I don’t believe the worst has passed with the incidents of 
today. We remain vulnerable and weak. Brutally, we wit¬ 
nessed our weakness today. 

During eight years, Clinton decimated America’s military 
Our forces were cut almost in half under his stewardship. 

Research and development on all new weapons systems 
were brought almost to a halt as other nations continued to 
build. Clinton destroyed nearly our entire arsenal of tactical 
nuclear weapons. Monsters like Saddam flourished as 


... So Clinton just changed the rules ef how spies ere recruited, raising the bur 
on reguirements to such a high degree that the must valuable spies could never 
meet CIA standards and couldn’t work tor us. 


Guess who ran the U.S. government and was responsible 
for our national security for the past eight years? 

Yes, you got it, Bill Clinton, Hillary’s husband. 

Clinton Responsible for Unpreparedness 

The Clintons were supported vociferously by the media 
through the worst imaginable scandals. 

During that time I was one of the lead reporters opposing 
the Clintons. I was mocked and vilified by my colleagues for 
doing so. 

I said throughout that period that Bill Clinton’s personal 
corruption was wholesale and mirrored how he was corrupt¬ 
ing America’s national security. 

I wrote articles and said repeatedly that America, sadly, 


Clinton bombed aspirin factories, tent cities in Afghanistan 
and worthless radar stations in the Iraqi desert. 

These are open facts, easily verifiable. 

Clinton The Clever 

But Clinton, the ever-clever bastard, was more insidious. 
Little, systematic changes were undertaken to destroy 
America’s intelligence agencies. 

Let me explain. A regular NewsMax reader, “Roger,” was 
a CIA spy in the Mideast. 

I met him almost two years ago. Roger wanted to tell me 
why a gung-ho American quit the CIA in disgust. 

Roger said the CIA was not interested in recruiting spies. 

Clinton and company knew they could not just tell the 
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CIA to stop recruiting spies. That would look stupid and 
embarrassing. 

So they just changed the rules of how spies are recruited, 
raising the bar on requirements to such a high degree that the 
most valuable spies could never meet CIA standards and 
couldn’t work for us. 

Previously, I wrote how Clinton effectively slopped the 
recruitment of Chinese nationals by demanding that only high- 
ranking embassy officials could be recruited — knowing this 


is almost impossible. Roger told me that. 
Roger reminded me again of this today. 

He noted that Clinton policies 
reached their zenith under CIA Director 
John Deutch and his top assistant, Nora 
Slatkin. The pair ran Clinton’s CIA in the 
mid-1990s and implemented a “human 
rights scrub” policy. 

Here’s how Roger described it in an e- 
mail Tuesday evening: “Deutch and 
Nora, Clinton’s anti-intelligence plants, 
implemented a universal ‘human rights 
scrub’ of all assets, virtually shutting 
down operations for 6 months to a year. 
This was after something happened in 
Central America (there was an 
American woman involved who was the 
common-law wife of a commie who 
went missing there) that got a lot of bad 
press for the agency. 

“After that, each asset had to be certi¬ 
fied as being ‘clean for human rights vio¬ 
lations.’ “What this did was to put off 
limits, in effect, terrorists, criminals, and anyone else who 
would have info on these kinds of people.” 

Roger says the CIA, even under new leadership, has never 
recovered from the “Human Rights Scrub” policy. 

Perhaps that was the intention. 

But we, the American people, Congress, and honest media 
need to examine all of these issues, now and quickly. If we 
don’t, we risk even more grave dangers than those that we 
just lived through. ^ 
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1601 W. 15th Street 

Monahans,TX 79756 USA. r ~nTT7 a 

Tel. 915-943-4888 
Fax 915-943-5565 

USA Toll-Free I-866-SPEC OPS. 


For pricing and information about TH,E, 
WALLET and other Spec-Ops Brand products: 

USA Toll-Free J-866-SPEC OPS 

www. specopsb ran d. com 
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Are these high-level combat skills too powerful for the public? 


The Shocking Story of How the Feds 
Are Ttying to Prevent You From 
Getting This Elite Combat Training! 


When we brought together former Navy SEALs and DELTA Force soldiers to teach their spec-op level armed 

and unarmed skills to a small group of ordinary civilians for 4 intense days, word quickly got back to 
Washington - and the whole thing sen t shockwaves throughout the entire D efens e bureaucracy! 

Top-level government “higher-ups” started asking serious questions and 
even conducted “private” investigations. 3 different privately owned training 
locations suddenly “clammed up” and said we couldn’t rent their facilities 
for our Camp! 

It was clear that the “Powers That Be” didn’t want us “sharing” such highly- 
valued military-level skills with ordinary civilians. But we did it anyway! 

There will never be another DELTA/SEAL Training Camp at any price! The 
“Powers That Be” simply made it impossible. 

However, they didn’t stop us from videotaping the entire Camp. Now those 
tapes are available to Soldier of Fortune readers for a very limited time . TAKE 
NOTE! Once the “Powers That Be” hear about this, it could be ending soon... 



Please don’t set this article aside. Seriously. 
Tomorrow may be too late to respond! 

If you are finally ready to become 100% cer- 
tain you’ve done all you can to protect your 
home and family from any assault from any type 
of criminal scum... and quit being a walking 
target for the robbers, rapists and psychopaths 
prowling your streets... 

Then This Will Be 
The Most Important Message 
You Ever Get! 

Here is what it's all about: This message 
is going to outrage some very important (and 
very dangerous) people... people who would 
very much like to see me go away and 
never again mention the words “Delta/ 
Seal Training Camp” ever again! You see, 
my company, TRS, put together a series of elite 
combat courses that were hosted by actual Navy 
SEAL and U.S. Army DELTA veteran trainers 
(mlhreal-life combat experience) ... who, for 
4 incredibly intense days, shared everything they 
knew about close-quarters weapons and un¬ 
armed combat. And they shared it all with civil¬ 
ians like you... the ONLY time in the history of 
the U.S. military that this kind of high-level train¬ 
ing was revealed to anyone not already inside 
the Special Forces! 

These training camps will never be held 
again! They cost $3,750 just to attend... and 
every one who came raved about what they' learned 
and came away with. The camps were the most 
complete training in “elite level” military' hand- 
to-hand and firearm expertise ever offered to 
anyone outside the Special Forces. It was a 
dream come true for anyone who ever wanted 


to learn (and master) the inside secrets of 
brutally-efficient hand-to-hand combat 
and expert-level handgun training... the 
kind of knowledge that will make even the crazi¬ 
est streetfighter think three times before trying to 
take you on... and, if he does come after you, he 
will suddenly (and painfully) realize... 

He’s Made A Very 
Serious Mistake! 

We went way out on a limb to offer these camps... 
and we made a lot of people very angry. 

And now it’s over. These amazing camps 
will never, ever be held again. (We were ban¬ 
ished from 5 of the country’s major gun 
ranges at the last minute, under very mysteri¬ 
ous circumstances, before finding the courageous 
California range we finally held these camps at.) 
Now, even that opportunity is gone forever... 

Slammed Shut By Outside Forces 
We Simply Cannot Fight Anymore! 

That means you can never attend a DELTA/ 
SEAL training camp like this yourself - even if you 
have the $3,750 each attendee paid just to get 
in... plus the hundreds of dollars in airfare... 
plus hotel costs... vacation time off... food... and 
equipment. By even conservative measures, most 
attendees shelled out over $5,000 to come. Yet, 
even at that outrageous price, they considered it 
the bargain of a lifetime . Four days of in¬ 
tense, personal training in combat-tested 
hand-to-hand fighting tactics... plus the com¬ 
plete mastery of “elite military level” handgun 
shooting skills. Taught by the most respected 
trainers on the planet - actual combat veterans 
from the ranks of the Navy SEALS and the U.S. 


Former DELTA & SEAL Team Commandos 
came together to offer civilians elite 
“spec-op” level armed and unarmed 
combat training... and it will never be 
repeated again! 


Army DELTA Special Forces! 

But you can experience the same training - 
through a hyper-intense video package of the 
actual minute-to-minute training at the 
camps - and, even better, the price is a mere 
fraction of what everyone else had to pay! Not 
even a significant percentage of the cost... 
less, even, than what the attendees used up in 
9mm and .45 bullets during a single day of 
these adrenaline-charged camps! 

You read that right - these tapes are available 
to you for what amounts to spare change com¬ 
pared to the outrageous costs the attendees had to 
shell out! No matter how you look at this... it’s the 
greatest bargain you’ll ever come across... for 
what will instantly become... 

The Most Important Fighting 
Skills Of Your Life! 

Just like the attendees, you are going to wit¬ 
ness the highest level of training instruction, 
direct from the best teachers in the world. In fact, 
because of the advantages of better camera 
angles, professional editing, up-close shots of 
whispered advice, and your ability to rewind and 
go over any point until you “get it”... you have 
an even better opportunity to learn than 
many of the attendees did! Just by studying 
these sophisticated, “executive-level” training ses¬ 
sions, you will learn: 

• Incrcdibly-cffective fighting techniques 

you can master overnight., skills that give 



















you the devastating ability to instantly take 
down even a steroid-enraged street punk twice 
your sizel 

• Simple defense strategies for “arming” your 
family and loved ones with the skills, know¬ 
how and awareness to avoid90% of the crime 
that ruin other people’s lives (carjacking, rape, 
assault)... and to reverse any attack so you come 
out the winner and never the victim! 

• Expert “elite military level” handgun 
shooting skills that will instantly put you 
among the most respected “weapons 
savvy” people on the planet! 

And what’s so great about this training you’ll 
see is, it’s all “packaged” to be learned fast {over¬ 
night, really)... even if you’ve never trained in 
anything before! In fact... 

• You don’t need any previous training or 
skills at all - most the attendees had no military 
experience, no gun-handling and no self-defense 
training before coming to these camps! 

• You don’t need to be in good shape (or 

any kind of shape at all) - this was not a 
bootcamp based on survival skills! In fact, many 
of the attendees were “desk jockey” types, in¬ 
cluding executives from Fortune 500 cor¬ 
porations (aged 50 and over)... and others 
were young students from every walk of life 
and occupation imaginable! 

• In fact, all you really need to get the 
most from these training tapes is the 
simple desire to change your life, 
quickly... to stop walking in fear , and in¬ 
stead, give yourself (and your loved ones) the 
immediate, totally-devastating skills nec¬ 
essary to control everypotentially-violent situ¬ 
ation you could ever encounter in this increas- 
ingly-dangerous world! 

And the best part is, you’ll learn it all very 
fast - because you have the very best trainers in 
the world , right there, teaching you in the hottest 
training available anywhere! This high level of 
training is almost impossible to comprehend 
without witnessing it for yourself. It’s all given 
and overseen byTom Carter and Frank Cucci... 

Without Doubt, The Most Respected 
“One-Two” Team In The Country For 
This “Real Combat” Training! 

Tom Carter spent 17 years in active service, 
first in the Green Berets, and then as an “Alpha 
One” team leader with elite DELTA Special 
Forces. (He was one of just 5 men to complete 
the required selection course - 95 others couldn’t 
hack it!) He and his men were in some of the 
heaviest firefights (against Russian-trained 
Cuban storm troopers) of the Grenada invasion 
- five of the six Blackhawk choppers carrying 
them were too shot-up to fly again! In Haiti, 
protecting President Aristide... in Peru, Tom 
was handpicked to help their Navy go after the 
notorious Shining Path terrorists (the bloodi¬ 
est butchers of this century)... private ops in 
Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Equador and South 


Africa... he has been written up in magazines on 
3 continents (including Newsweek)... his cor¬ 
porate clients include Solomon Bros. World 
Trade Center headquarters in New York, plus 
various U.S. Senators and ambassadors over¬ 
seas (as security supervisor). Serious stuff. 

This illustrates the astonishingly high level 
of instruction you get with these tapes. 

Frank Cucci has an equally interesting his¬ 
tory. For 12 years he was one of the top Navy 
SEALS - a member of the “elite-of-the-elite” SEAL 
Team Six (which has had about a dozen books 
and movies dedicated to them), where he saw 
mortal combat. These are the. “first in, last 
out” soldiers in any action... and they get very 
“unusual” freedom in how they do their jobs in 
the field because of their spectacular success in 
“black bag” operations. Frank was the creator 
and Chief Instructor of the Naval Special 
Warfare Unarmed Combat Course... and the 
techniques he brought to the SEALS... 

Have Been Used In Every Recent 
U.S. War And Engagement! 

Frank is a nice guy... but when it comes to 
hand-to-hand combat, he’s absolutely the last 
man you’d want to come across. He teaches in- 
credibly-effective (and brutally vicious) fight¬ 
ing secrets that come from his training in Jeet 
Kune Do (where he studied with the famous 
Dan Inosanto, Bruce Lee’s training partner) 
and the respected Thai boxing master Surachai 
Sirisute. Frank is a professional who knows 
how to impart serious training secrets FASTI 
Just watching these videos will literally trans¬ 
form you... because once you’ve witnessed the 
inside secrets and tricks and special train¬ 
ing that can be yours (and so easily), you will be 
a different man . The kind of man who can hush 
a room just by walking in... with a sense of 
calm confidence and centered power that 
shines like a searchlight in your eyes. 

Here’s a “taste” of what you’ll learn: 

• Incredible “military tricks” that can take you 
from absolute rookie to a master of the hand¬ 
gun in just a few short hours! 

• Insider fighting secrets that only the most 
elite soldiers who have faced real combat could 
ever share with you! 

• How to handle a weapon better under over¬ 
whelming stress than most people can in the 
calm serenity of an empty firing range! 

• The 8 huge mistakes almost all men make 
with firearms... andhowto handlejowrweapon 
like an expert overnight! (Even if you’ve never 
picked up a gun before in your life!) 

• Where to strike your opponent to end any 
fight instantly, no matter how big he is, or 
how surprised you are by the attack! 

• The 12 “tactical” survival rules you must 
know to win an armed encounter with any at¬ 
tacker - including the horrendous “Hollywood” 
mistakes most people make that get them seri¬ 
ously hurt or killed! (Some of the most “normal 


tendencies” you have are 100% wrong!) 

• The one “basic” mistake even some cops 
and soldiers make (despite their expensive 
training) that erases their training advan¬ 
tage in a streetlight! (You’ll never fall victim 
to it yourself!) 

• • Why a simple change in your “mindset” will 
mean the difference between being a victim... 
and being safel 

• How to handle pepper spray! (A great 
tool that even the most deadly soldiers now 
consider an important part of their self- 
defense package - but you must know how 
to handle it correctly!) 

• Single takedown moves that require no 
strength whatsoever! {Perfect to teach your 
kids and wife... or to use when you’re hurt or 
attacked by bigger men!) 

• How to immediately win a fight if you find 
yourself on the ground, on your back, with a 
bigger opponent on top of you! 

• Why untrained shooters often pick the 
wrong targets 100% of the time! 

• How to cancel out the 7 most common 
ways criminals surprise families inside their 
own homes! 

• The 2 “warrior-tested” combat secrets of 
winning a fight every time! 

• How to unleash the “animal secret” within 
you that can turn around any situation where 
you are horribly outnumbered and surprised! (A 
40lb. wolverine uses this secret to drive off whole 
wolf packs from their own kill!) 

•The fastest way for even a gentle, never- 
in-trouble man to instantly bring up the 
necessary aggressive response to attack! 
(This secret is often all you need to force back 
an assault, since most criminals are not pre¬ 
pared for expert, aggressive counter measures!) 

• How to control the “shakes” and super- 
hot adrenaline dump that occurs dur¬ 
ing tense, violent situations! (You’ll be 
cool, smooth and effective no matter how 
confusing things get... just the opposite of 
how most men react!) 

• How to “finish” a complicated situation with 
clever (yet simple) pain-compliance tactics that 
will guarantee you have complete control over 
your opponent! 

• Plus, how to fight (and win) barehanded 
against clubs and knives... how to choose the 
right gun for you.., how to teach your wife 
and kids the basics of self-defense (so 
they will never be surprised by an attacker)... 
and more . 

So much more, it would take me a dozen 
more pages just to outline it all! 

What you get in this package is 7 complete 
video tapes - over 9 solid hours of intense 
training and insight into real combat skills 
you can learn quickly! These tapes were pains¬ 
takingly edited down from over 245 hours of 



raw footage.,, so what you get is ONLY the 
“down and dirty” important stuff. All the meat, 
all the secrets, and all the “hot” info is there for 
you in a super-condensed\ easy-to-watch (and 
master) format. 

And you get evety thing the attendees recei ved, 
too - nothing has been held back. In addition 
to the 7 video tapes, you also get the same Manual 
of Self-Defense Tactics the attendees got. This 
heavy manual is packed with information and 
details on home security, gun safety, secrets of 
effective shooting, tips on handling attackers, ev¬ 
erything. Corporations have paid over $800 
a piece for this manual (the exact one you will 
receive)... and it is not available anywhere 
else in the world for any price! 

And the best part is... it is all yours... 

For A Ridiculous Fraction 
Of What Everyone Else Had To Pay! 

So here’s what you need to do now: Call 
my office right away at 1-800-899-8153 (Ask 
for Dept. DS-2 5) . Tell whoever answers you want 
to get your copy of the “Boot Camp Video 
Package” sent to you immediately. You can 
use your credit card. The cost for this amazing 
package is just $177, plus $12 shipping and 
handling (it’s a huge package!). Once we get 
your order, your package will be rushed out to 
you by return mail - all 7 videos, plus the Tactics 
manual, everything. 

That outrageously-low price is going to send 
shock ivaves through the country when word of 
it filially leaks out! (It’s less than 6% of the total 
costs nearly all the attendees had to pay to come 
to the camps - you aren’t even paying what the 
attendees shot up in shells in a single day of 
training! Their hotel bills alone were higher 
than that! 

Your satisfaction is 100% Guaranteed. If, after 
examining these videos for a full 6 months, you 
aren’t happy... simply return them... and I will 
refund every penny of your purchase price. No 
questions asked. This is the most generous guar¬ 
antee ever offered for this kind of elite level train¬ 
ing. You risk absolutely nothing. 

My friend, if you are even remotely interested 
in learning the honest secrets of hand-to-hand 
combat and handgun shooting - as taught by and 
for the Special Forces - then this deal is the 
absolute bargain of your life. Corporations 
like the big oil companies and financial giants in 
New York pay thousands of dollars in fees to 
Tom and Frank for their advice... but even for all 
that money, those executives and big-wigs don't 
even begin to see the detailed secrets and in¬ 
side stuff you will get with these videos! 

You need to Gill RIGHT NOW! As soon as word 
leaks out that we are selling these tapes... 

The Same “Powers That Be” Who 

Shut Down The Training Camps 
Will Attempt To Hait These Videos! 

The DEITA/SEAL Training Camps are now his¬ 
tory . I don’t want to go into the details, but the 


end was a messy affair. Even though every single 
police officer who visited the camps (and there 
were many) liked what they saw... even though 
every news media person who came by raved 
about the quality of the training (and discovered 
there was nothing even remotely “strange” about 
the corporate execs and business owners and 
students and blue-collar people who at¬ 
tended)... even though the government agen¬ 
cies who investigated found nothing illegal 
or even “quasi-legal” going on... even though 
there were no rednecks, no skinheads, no neo- 
Nazi’s, no one with wild-eyes to be seen any¬ 
where... despite all this... 


credible feelings of safety you can offer your 
family and loved ones. 

But you must order right now - while the 
opportunity to get these amazing tapes still ex¬ 
ists. And while you are still “hot” with the knowl¬ 
edge that - truly - your life is about to change 
in fantastic ways... as soon as a few short days 
from now! 

The number, again, is 1-800-899-8153. 
Order right now . 



We Still Were 
Stopped Cold! 

I would love to tell you there is another 
camp coming up soon you could attend per¬ 
sonally... but there isn’t. They are never going 
to be held again. Not for $3,750... not for a 
million dollars. 

I would also like to tell you to relax about 
getting these tapes... but that would be wrong, 
too. I absolutely cannot guarantee a set of 
tapes will be here for you tomorrow! Too 
much has happened that has ruined my faith in 
the “future”. If you want these tapes... 

You Must Act 
Right Now... Today! 

I’m serious. The money, really, is irrelevant . 
(The manual you get alone is worth twice the 
purchase price of the entire video package.) What 
you pay for these tapes doesn’t even amount to 
much more than a few lessons at the local karate 
club... or a new handgun... or a couple of hot 
nights out on the town. Yet, what you get is 
worth so much more. The confidence. The 
skills to repel attacks, and win confrontations 
in seconds. The sudden lack of fear you will 
feel just going out on the streets... and the in¬ 


P.S. One more thing - it's important . I thought 
you might like to see what the people who at¬ 
tended these camps had to say about the experi¬ 
ence. Here’s some of their comments: 

“The best money I ever spent. The training and 
skills I learned are invaluable!” John Heltsley - 

“Now I have a greater sense of self-confidence. ” 
Rick Chase - 

“It was an incredible experience to pick the 
brains of some of the best guys in the world.” 

Mark Johnson - 

“My investment was paid back a thousand¬ 
fold.” Chadd Mars - 

“There was an incredible amount of knowl¬ 
edge and skill imparted to us in a short period of 
time.” Patrick O. Harper - 

“I now have a tremendous ability and self- 
confidence in the use of a firearm.” Richard 
Sands - 

“I was skeptical at first. Every expectation I had 
was by far exceeded. Thanks! ” Brady Patrick - 

“Just the confidence of knowing that you’re 
trained by the very best, most knowledgeable sol¬ 
diers in the world makes this camp mandatory 
for anyone who’s serious about protecting him¬ 
self and his family!” Briant Tennant - 


Priority Order Form! 

Call 1-800-899-8153 (Ask For Dept DS-25) 

For fastest service use your credit card and Call Toll-FREE! 

□ YES! I can clearly see that this is a unique opportunity to learn (and master) incred¬ 
ibly intense skills for self-protection (and the protection of my loved ones)... taught to me by 
hard-nosed combat veterans from the ranks of the Navy SEALS and U.S. Army Delta Special 
Forces! I realize that my chance to have and own the tapes of these famous training camps is 
truly a once-in-a-lifetime bargain... I also realize this rare opportunity may be taken away 
at any time\ Therefore, please rush my package to me by return mail — all 9-plus hours of 
videotape, plus the Training Manual (all of it unavailable anywhere else, at any price)! Here’s 
how I wish to pay: 

□ I prefer to pay with my credit card; Q Enclosed is my Check/Money Order for $189 

Please charge my: ($177+$12 S&H, Made payable to OTS) 

□Visa ^MasterCard aDiscover □AmEx 

Card#_ Name:___ 

Expires_ Address:_ 

Signature_ City_ST_Zip_ 

TRS Direct • 606 East Acequia, Department DS-25 • Visalia, CA 93292 

CA residents add appropriate sates tax. Rush shipping available for additional charges of $15 lor “2-day' shipping and $20 tor “Overnight" shipping, Foreign 
orders may require additional shipping. Call 559-732-5317 tor more information. 

















First We Cripple The CIA, 
Then We Blame It 

By Tom Clancy 


fg f^ know now that America has been the victim of a 
Www? large, well-planned, and well-executed terrorist 
act. The parameters are yet to be fully explored, but that 
won’t stop the usual suspects from pontificating (and, yes, 
that includes me) on what happened and what needs to be 
done as a result. A few modest observations: 

As I write this we only know the rough outlines of what 
has taken place. We do not know exactly who the perpetra¬ 
tors were, though we have heard from Vice President Dick 
Cheney that there is “no question” that Osama bin 
Laden had a role. But many groups may have 
been involved, and we do not know their 
motivation, or for whom or for what 
particular objective they worked. 

“Don’t know” means “don’t 
know” and nothing more. Absent 
hard information, talking about 
who it must have been and what 
we need to do about it is a 
waste of air and energy. To dis¬ 
cern the important facts, we 
have the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation as our principal 
investigative agency, and the 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(along with National Security 
Agency and the Defense 
Intelligence Agency) as our principal 
foreign-intelligence services. Getting 
the most important information is their 
job, not the job of the news media, which will 
only repeat what they are told. Gathering this infor¬ 
mation will take time, because we need to get it right. 

Terrorism is a political act, performed for political objec¬ 
tives. The general aim of terrorism is to force changes in the 
targeted society through the shock value of the crime com¬ 
mitted. Therefore, if we make radical changes in how our 
country operates, the bad guys win. We do not want that to 
happen. Whoever planned this operation is watching us right 
now, and they are probably having a pretty good laugh. We 
can’t stop that. What we can do is to maintain that which 
they most hate, which is a free society. We’ve worked too 
hard to become what we are, and we can’t allow a few savages 
to change it for us. 

Next, our job is to take a step back, take a deep breath and 


get to work finding out who it was, where they are, and what 
to do about it. 

Terrorism is a crime under the civil law when committed by 
domestic terrorists; it can be an act of war when committed by 
foreigners. For domestic criminals we have the FBI and police. 
For acts of war we have our intelligence community and the 
military. In either case we have well-trained people to do the 
work. If we let them do their job, and give them the support 
they need, the job will get done as reliably as gravity. 

The foreign-source option seems the most likely 
at this time. The first line of defense in such a 
case is the intelligence community. The 
CIA is an agency of about 18,000 
employees, of whom perhaps 800 are 
field-intelligence officers — that is, 
the people who go out on the 
street and learn what people are 
thinking, not how many tanks 
they have parked outside (we 
have satellites to photograph 
those). 

I’ve been saying for a lot of 
years that this number is too 
small. American society doesn’t 
love its CIA, for the same reason 
that it doesn’t always love its 
cops. We too often regard them as a 
threat to ourselves rather than our 
enemies. Perhaps these incidents will 
make us rethink that. 

The best defense against terrorist incidents is 
to prevent them from happening. You do that by finding 
out what a potential enemy is thinking before he is able to act. 
What the field intelligence officers do is no different from what 
Special Agent Joe Pistone of the FBI did when he infiltrated the 
mafia under the cover name of Donnie Brasco. The purpose of 
these operations is to find out what people are thinking and 
talking about. However good your satellites are, they cannot 
see inside a human head. Only people can go and do that. 

But America, and especially the American news media, 
does not love the CIA in general and the field spooks in par¬ 
ticular. Recently, CBS’s “60 Minutes” regaled us with the 
hoary old chestnut about how the CIA undermined the leftist 
government of Chile three decades ago. The effect of this 
media coverage, always solicitous to leftist governments, is to 
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brand the CIA an antiprogressive agency 
that does bad things. 

In fact, the CIA is a government 
agency, subject to the political whims 
of whoever sits in the White House 
and Congress. The CIA does what the 
government of which it is a part tells 
it to do. Whatever evil the CIA may 
have done was the result of orders 
from above. 

The Chilean event and others (for 
example, attempts to remove Fidel 
Castro from the land of the living, 
undertaken during the presidency of 
JFK, rather more rarely reported 
because only good came from Camelot) 
caused the late Sen. Frank Church to 
help gut the CIA’s Directorate of 
Operations in the 1970s. What he care¬ 
lessly left undisturbed then fell afoul of 
the Carter administration’s hit man, 
Stansfield Turner. That capability has 
never been replaced. 

It is a lamentably common practice 
in Washington and elsewhere to shoot 
people in the back and then complain 
when they fail to win the race. The loss 
of so many lives in New York and 
Washington is now called an “intelli¬ 
gence failure,” mostly by those who 
crippled the CIA in the first place, and 
by those who celebrated the loss of its 
invaluable capabilities. 

What a pity that they cannot stand 
up like adults now and say: “See, we 
gutted our intelligence agencies because 
we don’t much like them, and now we 
can bury thousands of American citi¬ 
zens as an indirect result.” This, of 
course, will not happen, because those 
who inflict their aesthetic on the rest of 
us are never around to clean up the 
resulting mess, though they seem to 
enjoy further assaulting those whom 
they crippled to begin with. 

Call it the law of unintended conse¬ 
quences. The intelligence community 
was successfully assaulted for actions 
taken under constitutionally mandated 
orders, and with nothing left to replace 
what was smashed, warnings we might 
have had to prevent this horrid event 
never came. Of course, neither I nor any¬ 
one else can prove that the warnings 
would have come, and I will not invoke 
the rhetoric of the political left on so sad 
an occasion as this. 

But the next time America is in a 
fight, it is well to remember that tying 
one’s own arm is unlikely to assist in 
preserving, protecting and defending 
what is ours. 

Reprinted from the Wall Street 
Journal, 18 September 2001. ^ 
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Now YOU SEE IT... 



NOW YOU DON’T... 


Holds prints or 
photos up to 
16^x20" Send 
your money 
order today! 



EUNCASES 

Our products are made 
with the highest quality 
oak — designed to fit any 
standard sized hand gun. 

The device features a 
hidden latch that releases 
your gun with a simple 
touch combination on 
the spring loaded trigger 
— unless you opt to use 
the hidden key locking 
mechanism. No estate is 
complete without this 
unique home accessory 
making it the perfect 
gift this holiday season. 
Be sure to allow six 
weeks for shipping; 

For more information 
visit our web site. 
www.hiddenguns,com 


580-237-6365 


T-Shirts That TeU the ReaL Story, 


That’s right, we all know what the letters 
stand for and how they apply to our ev¬ 
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A Day That Will 
Live In Infamy 

By Bdb Ldnsberry 



S o many people spoke of Pearl Harbor and the day that 
will live in infamy Of how that historical hell was sur¬ 
passed in a morning in similar fashion. With kamikaze 
pilots against the symbols of our land. Of death dealt to the 
innocent by the darkest of the dark. By the killers of the 
young and weak and pure. A brilliant and simple plan from 
the chambers of evil’s heart. 

And we watched on live television. 

An accident, for a moment we believed, like that Army 
bomber at the Empire State Building, with flame and smoke 
and, “Oh, my God!” And the silhouette of a plane, banking 
hard, and then a fireball and a sick feeling and a shock that 
most people never know, shared instantly, by tens of millions 
in front of their TVs. They blew it up, live on the satellite. 
Oh, my God indeed. 

A day that will live in infamy. 

The Pearl Harbor of our generation, only 10 or 50 times as 
bad, a new “Arizona” hit and burned and sunk. And a pall 
hangs over Gotham and the home of the free and the brave. 
A great white cloud of fire and destruction, ignited by hate 
and fueled by trust. We lived like men and the savages have 
gone for our throats. 

A day that will live in infamy. 

December 7,1941. That’s what it made us think of. Of the 
last sneak attack. Of the last time some no-nut bastards were 
too cowardly to take us on man-to-man. Of the last time vile 
infidels spat in our face. The last time some deranged sub¬ 
humans prayed to their pagan gods and went thirsting for 
American blood. 

And this time it may be in the tens of thousands. A small 
city of Americans killed. A year of the Vietnam War crammed 
into an hour and a half. Depending on how many got out and 
got away before the great monument of the 1970s came 
sloughing to the ground, a thundercloud of evil spreading 
from Manhattan across the globe. 

The most casualties sustained in combat in one day in 
American history. More than Guadalcanal and Iwo Jima and 
D-Day and Gettysburg and Antietam Creek. 

A day that will live in infamy. 

The first enemy assault on the American homeland since 
the War of 1812. A new page in our history. 

A day that will live in infamy. 

December 7, 1941. That’s what they all said. It was just 


like then. 

Except that then wasn’t just then. Then was the beginning. 
And it was inextricably tied to the end. 

To August 6,1945. To the day America returned the favor. 
The day the world learned you don’t mess with the red, white 
and blue. The day the sneak attack came home to roost. The 
day American might bought American security. 

That is the date we look forward to now. The new day of 
payback. The day of justice and accounting. The day we blow 
them to hell. 

In a flash of light with munitions from a plane, or in the 
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heavy bombardment of offshore guns, 
or in the nasty bite of a .45 through the 
head. They have tried to beard the lion 
in its den, and it will now rise up and 
devour them. 

Cause somebody’s going to burn 
for this. 

Not some trial in three years with 
polite arguments at the Hague, not with 
blustering press conferences, not with 
hollow rantings at the United Nations, 
but with cold steel and hot lead. This 
was an act of war, it must be responded 
to with an act of war, ruthless and sav¬ 
age war. 

Somebody’s got to pay for this, just 
on principle. Somebody’s got to be 
pounded good. Not a surgical strike, not 
a commando raid, but blood for blood, 
life for life. Not as an act of vengeance 
exclusively, but as an act of prevention 
and protection, because the failure to 
retaliate and demonstrate national rage 
and power will do nothing but invite 
further violence and attack. We must 
declare war on terrorism, on all terror¬ 
ism and all terrorists, they are all our 
enemies. And we must physically 
destroy them and the nations and inter¬ 
ests who support them. 

If you do not repay the defiler of your 
home, if you do not recompense him 
fivefold for his violation, you have sur¬ 
rendered. You have empowered and 
enticed him and those who would emu¬ 
late him. You have shown yourself weak. 

And it is only the strong who 
are safe. 

A day that will life in infamy. 
September 11, 2001. Nine-one-one. 
They called, and we’re going to 
answer. We will bury our dead and 
nurse our wounded and soon we will 
visit our enemies, and the jackals will 
pick their bones. 

Because Pearl Harbor was not an end 
it was a beginning. A beginning of the 
end of our enemies’ might. Because the 
American spirit is not slain or wounded, 
it is only pricked, pricked and awak¬ 
ened and enraged. 

We will pray and mourn and com¬ 
fort, and then we will gird up our 
loins. And heaven help the bastards 
who did this. 

Because their days are numbered. 
We didn’t start this, but we’re going to 
finish it. 

And 50 years from now we will 
remember our dead, and piss on our 
enemies’ graves. 

Bob Lonsbary has a syndicated radio 
show in Utah and New York. © 2001 , 
mm I onsberry.com . ^ 
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How The Soviets Won 
In Afghanistan 

by Jack Wheeler 


W on? Huh? The Soviets lost in Afghanistan, didn’t 
they? They were humiliated and defeated in the 
Afghan quagmire that the U.S. would helplessly 
sink into if it invaded now, right? 

Nope — the Soviets won in Afghanistan. The famed 
mujahideen had slunk back to the refugee camps in Pakistan, 
demoralized, dejected, and defeated. I was there, I saw it. It 
was August, 1986, and the mujahideen had given up. The 
Soviets had won. 

But then, the Stinger missiles that Ronald Reagan had 
promised them finally arrived. On 26 September 1986, the 
first three Stingers were fired by the muj and three Soviet air¬ 
craft were shot down out of the sky. The refugee camps erupt¬ 
ed, the muj poured back 
into Afghanistan aflame 
with renewed passion. Over 
the next 28 months, 

Stingers would shoot down 
hundreds of Soviet Hind 
helicopter gunships and 
MiG fighter jets. The skies 
cleared, the muj fought with 
fury, and on 15 February 
1989, the Soviets retreated 
back to the Soviet Union. 

Ronald Reagan’s Stinger 
missiles defeated the 
Soviets in Afghanistan, not 
the vaunted mujahideen. 

Before the Stingers, the Soviets had won. After the Stingers, 
they lost. So the question for the U.S. military, as it contem¬ 
plates sending ground forces into the “Afghan quagmire,” is: 
What tactics did the Soviets use to demoralize and defeat the 
Afghan guerrillas as of August 1986? 

The short answer is one word: Spetsnaz. Spetsnaz were the 
small commando teams of Red Army special forces. As long as 
the Soviets fought the muj with infantry tactics — tanks and 
lots of ground troops - the muj picked them off and cut them 
up. The early years of the war in Afghanistan were heroic guys 
with single shot, bolt action, World War I (or earlier — I saw 
many Lee Enfields with dates stamped on the barrel like 
“1909”) going straight up against the Red Army of the Soviet 
Union. By 1985, Egyptian and Chinese copies of Soviet 
weapons (like the AK-47 and RPG-7) were pouring into the 
mujahideen’s hands via a U.S. covert operation, and the muj 
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were confident of victor) 7 . But in the spring of 1986,1 noticed 
a change. The Soviets had gotten smart. They switched their 
focus from infantry fighting to parachuting Spetsnaz comman¬ 
do teams into areas where bribed informers located muj 
encampments. They would then hunt the target camp down, 
attacking and killing in the darkness of night. For months, the 
Spetsnaz teams did this relentlessly, so by the summer the muj 
were flooding out of Afghanistan and giving up. 

This provides an obvious lesson instructive for any U.S. 
military assault on Osama bin Laden forces and their Taliban 
supporters. Massive Gulf War-type assaults are not the way to 
go. Swarm the country with teams of Navy SEALs, Green 
Berets, and other Special Forces. The Afghan people as a 

whole have been tyrannized 
by the Taliban worse than 
the Soviets, so legions of 
informers should be willing 
to provide accurate intelli¬ 
gence. It must be assumed 
that part of the deal 
Pakistan made with the U.S. 
is the cooperation of the ISI, 
Inter-Services Intelligence, 
the Pak CIA. The Taliban 
were placed and kept in 
power through the support 
of the ISI, as a business 
arrangement between them 
to operate a billion dollar 
heroin smuggling operation. No folks know more about the 
Taliban than the ISI, who will now have to fork the info over. 
So the intel the Special Forces need will be available. 

The country of Afghanistan is described as being one- 
quarter of an inch above the ground. No country in the world 
has been more smashed and beat up. The Afghan people have 
suffered unimaginably over the last quarter century. We do 
not need to add to their misery with some massive and mas¬ 
sively destructive military attack. The Soviets’ use of their 
Spetsnaz provide the blueprint for how to destroy Osama bin 
Laden, his operation, the Taliban regime, and liberate 
Afghanistan from the hell it has been through. 

Dr. Wheeler made numerous trips into Afghanistan with var¬ 
ious groups of mujahideen guenillas th ough the 1980s, includ¬ 
ing one with RKB in 1989. ^ 
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SAS To Play Key Role 
In Capturing bin Laden 


B ritain’s Special Air Service is likely to pro¬ 
vide a key element in any British contribu¬ 
tion to the American operation to capture, or if 
necessaiy kill, Osama bin Laden. 

SAS teams played an important role in 
Western efforts to undermine the Soviet occupa¬ 
tion forces in Afghanistan during the 1980s, 
training the Jamiat-i-Islami of Ahmad Shah 
Masood in the use of sophisticated weaponry 
such as Stinger anti-aircraft missiles. 

At one point an SAS team even went in to cut 
up an MI-24 Hind D helicopter shot down by the 
mujahideen they had trained. They brought back 
the control panel and its lightweight armour plat¬ 



ing for Western technicians to analyze. 

Although Masood is now dead, the relation¬ 
ship of trust built up with the Jamiat-i-Islami 
guerrillas is likely to be useful, providing the 
Special Forces “snatch squad” with a forward 
operations base in Afghanistan. 

The Americans have a range of special forces 
available to them but are likely to leave the main 
operation to the 1st Special Forces Operational 
Detachment, better known as Delta Force, which 
specializes in “aggressive special operations”. 

There were plans for Delta Force to mount an 
operation in Afghanistan to snatch bin Laden 
last year using a base in Tajikistan. But they 
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were called off. 

Although Tajikistan, which is itself 
under threat from Islamic fundamental¬ 
ists, has publicly said it will not help, 
this is thought to be for internal public 
consumption. 

While the former Soviet republic 
would not let bombers use its airfields 
to attack its southern neighbor, a spe¬ 
cial forces operation in the remote bor¬ 
der areas would be much easier to 
keep secret. 

There are a number of remote air¬ 
fields along the border between the 
area of Afghanistan controlled by the 
Jamiat-i-lslami, any one of which could 
be used as the logistics base and assem¬ 
bly point for the operation. 

Its initial phase would be concerned 
solely with setting up liaison with the 
Jamiat-i-Islami forces to give the team a 
safe forward operating base. That 
would require only a small team, 
almost certainly including SAS troop¬ 
ers who were involved in training the 
guerrillas. 

At the same time, allied intelligence 
operations will be going on, ranging 
from the use of remote unmanned aeri¬ 
al surveillance drones to satellite col¬ 
lection of imagery and signals intelli¬ 
gence aimed at locating bin Laden. 

Once he has been found, the special 
forces teams will set up landing zones 
at the forward operations base for the 
UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters that will 
“insert” the main “snatch squad” and 
its support teams. 

The operation to snatch bin Laden 
can be expected to be similar to that 
used to rescue British soldiers held 
hostage in Sierra Leone a year ago. 

A relatively large force is likely to be 
required to provide sufficient covering 
fire. Given bin Laden’s careful defen¬ 
sive planning, there may even need to 
be more than one squad to take both 
him and his deputies. 

Although the SAS and Delta Force 
are renowned for their ability to oper¬ 
ate in four-man teams, they are orga¬ 
nized so that they can be deployed in 
larger numbers — in the case of the 
SAS as so-called Sabre squadrons. But 
large numbers drastically increase the 
chances of being detected. 

The U.S. FM 7-93 special forces 
manual states: “The infiltration phase 
is the most complicated and dangerous 
aspect of any operation. During this 
phase, the danger of discovery is 
greater than during any other phase.” 

Once captured, bin Laden and his 
lieutenants, or at least those who sur¬ 
vive the inevitable firefight, will be 
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extracted as rapidly as possible to the 
rear base in Tajikistan from where they 
can.be put on trial. 

Given that such an operation will 
demand highly coordinated actions, it 
is unlikely that other NATO countries 
will become involved, although the 2nd 
Foreign Legion Parachute Regiment has 
a company specializing in mountain 
warfare that could be useful. 

France, Germany and other 
European NATO members could well 
contribute to the air forces that will 
bombard Al’Qaeda bases to flush out bin 
Laden. SAS sources say the Australian 
and New Zealand SAS are rated highly 
and could well add a further interna¬ 
tional dimension to the operation. 


By Michael Smith , Defense Corr¬ 
espondent ©Copyright of Telegraph 
Group Limited 200L ^ 


f The First Shot ^ 

British SAS troops have fired up 
an unknown number of Taliban 
troops in the foothills of Kabul in 
what appears to be the first con¬ 
frontation in the war against terror¬ 
ism. The gun fight is believed to have 
taken place on 21 Sept,, but it is 
understood the SAS infiltrated 
Afghanistan five days earlier. 

The SAS team entered 
Afghanistan from Tajikistan. The 
men’s immediate task was to set up a 
communications link with their UK 
headquarters and to make an esti¬ 
mate of the situation. 

The SAS force in afghanistan is 
understood to have already linked up 
with forces of Jamiat-l-Islam, the mil¬ 
itary wing of the Northern Alliance 
which provides the only tangible 
opposition in Afghanistan to the 
^hardline Taliban. _ a 
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Washington Prepares 
For Long Campaign 


Summary: 

Washington tries to build an international coalition 
against terrorism, the Bush administration is prepar¬ 
ing the nation for a long campaign rather than a single retal¬ 
iatory strike. With Afghanistan the primary initial target, 
Washington must deal with a problem it has rarely encoun¬ 
tered since World War II: attacking a landlocked country. 

Analysis: 

The Bush administration is searching the globe for coali¬ 
tion support for its war on terrorism. At the same time, it is 
preparing Americans for a long campaign that may not 
include a rapid, high-profile, retaliatory strike. 

Washington’s initial military response to the 11 Sept, 
attacks will shape U.S. relations not only with Middle 
Eastern nations but also with the rest of the world. 

For this reason the administration must carefully consid¬ 
er its reprisal so as not to undermine the confidence of allies 
or fuel wider enmity among Arab and Islamic nations. 
Although strikes are inevitable, they will likely take much 
more time and preparation than the cruise missile strikes 
that followed the 1998 bombings of the embassies in Africa. 

By labeling Osama bin Laden the key suspect, Washington 
has also marked Afghanistan, where the Saudi exile has been 
living, as the likely first target. This presents a problem the 
U.S. military has rarely encountered since World War II: 
attacking a landlocked nation. The effectiveness of U.S. car¬ 
rier battle groups will be severely reduced in any operation 
against Afghanistan. 

In terms of logistics, Washington must find either land 
bases for a sustained coalition air strike against Afghanistan 
or proride in-air refueling for canier-based planes. 

Afghanistan’s neighbors, with whom the United States has 
tenuous relations, limit both choic¬ 
es. Afghanistan is bounded by 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and 
Tajikistan to the north, Iran to the 
west, China to the east and Pakistan 
to the south. Any partnership with 
the northern neighbors will require 
substantial negotiations with 
Russia, which retains a strong influ¬ 
ence and military presence in 
Central Asia. Even with permission 
to fly out of Central Asia, the supply 
chain into these nations would be 
long and difficult to maintain. 


Iran, which has no love for the Taliban, is even more 
unlikely to offer basing for U.S. aircraft. China, too, is unlike¬ 
ly to offer basing, and even if it does, significant supply line 
problems would remain. 

Washington’s best hope for regional assistance, then, is 
Pakistan. Pakistan was once a close ally, and its port access is 
useful for logistical purposes. Pakistan’s long border along 
the southern and eastern parts of Afghanistan also offers the 
closest access to the cities of Kandahar, the Taliban head¬ 
quarters, and Kabul, the frontline in the battle between the 
Taliban and the opposition Northern Alliance. 

Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf has offered substan¬ 
tial cooperation to the United States in the wake of the Sept. 
11 attacks. But pro-Taliban forces inside Pakistan threaten 
his hold on power. 

These threats come from those who feel he is too secular 
as well as from ethnic rivalries within Pakistan. Musharraf is 
a Muhajir, an Urdu-speaking member of an immigrant family 
from India. Although Urdu-speakers have dominated 
Pakistan’s political and economic elite, the many of the coun¬ 
try’s indigenous groups - including the native Pushtun popu¬ 
lation, which geographically straddles the border with 
Afghanistan — view them as usurpers. 

Even with Musharraf’s promises of cooperation, military 
planners in Washington must be absolutely sure that he has 
control of his entire military. The main questions in 
Washington now are whether Pakistan’s offer of assistance is 
firm and whether the government is stable enough to allow 
the United States to strike Afghanistan from Pakistan. 

Whether the U.S. military is based in Pakistan or^iot, sim¬ 
ply flying over Pakistan on the way to Afghanistan poses a 
serious security challenge. First, bringing significant fire¬ 
power to bear on Afghanistan requires Washington to bring 
in more carriers or — for a sus¬ 
tained and more effective opera¬ 
tion — to establish land bases. 
The nearest places for such land 
bases are in India, Oman, Qatar 
and the United Arab Emirates. 

If the aircraft are launched from 
carriers, they will require in-air 
refueling somewhere over 
Pakistan. This presents a signifi¬ 
cant security risk: Tanker aircraft 
would provide a ready target for 
potential rogue elements inside 
Pakistan’s army or air force. With 
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the situation in Pakistan still uncertain, 
it would be hard for a U.S. military 
commander to confidently fly tankers 
over Pakistan. The loss of a single 
tanker to surface-to-air missiles or 
fighter aircraft would also lead to the 
loss of mission-bound aircraft that 
depended on the tanker for fuel. 

Similar problems pertain to opera¬ 
tions not based on carriers. Because 
land-based aircraft generally have a 
longer combat radius, it is possible that 
flights from Oman, the UAE or Qatar 
could refuel over the Pakistani coast 
and still have the range to strike at 
Kandahar or other targets in 
Afghanistan. Operating from land bases 
in the Gulf or from India, however, 
would require a long buildup. 

It is for this kind of protracted oper¬ 
ation rather than a quick retaliation that 
Washington is preparing. During a 
briefing Sept. 18, U.S. Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld reiterated 
the dominant theme in Washington now 
— that this will be a new style of war, 
one that will be fought for a long time. 
Rumsfeld emphasized that this is “not a 
matter of a single event” nor a campaign 
against one or two terrorist leaders. 

Washington needed six months to 
gear up for Operation Desert Storm, 
and preparations for strikes on 
Afghanistan or other targets may take 
as long. Although pressure from within 
the United States for a retaliatory 
strike will grow, President George W. 
Bush currently enjoys high popularity 
ratings. His administration is much 
more likely to take the heat now rather 
than risk a disastrous attack that 
accomplishes little. 

If Washington could fully trust 
Pakistan’s stability, it would likely have 
begun operations already. But the 
administration is making every effort to 
prepare a long-term strategy — to avoid 
the appearance abroad and at home of a 
Clinton-esque strategy of launching an 
ineffective cruise-missile strike against 
some tents in Afghanistan as well as to 
avoid undermining tenuous relations 
with the Arab and Muslim world. 

This strategy may involve more car¬ 
rier-based aircraft, land-based assets or 
even long-range strategic bombers from 
the United States and the island of 
Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean. Such 
strikes will ultimately take place but 
only after the administration can over¬ 
come the logistical concerns posed by 
Pakistan’s delicate political balance 

© 2001 Strategic Forecasting LLC. 
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Promoting a 

Plane Posse 

By Gary Marbut 


H is apparent that if 
law abiding U.S. 
citizens flying on 
commercial aircraft 
September 11 had not 
been prevented by federal 
and state laws from pos¬ 
sessing firearms for per¬ 
sonal protection, hun¬ 
dreds or maybe thousands 
of innocent lives could 
have been saved. 

We must no longer go 
along with the demands 
by some that we all exist 
in a state of personal vul¬ 
nerability, unable to 
defend ourselves and 
loved ones. 

Below is the outline of a recommended piece of federal 
legislation to require that certain qualified gun owners, 
including law enforcement and civilians, be allowed to fly 
armed on commercial aircraft. If we are going to war against 
terrorism, you and I will be the “home guard,” and help pro¬ 
tect our fellow citizens. 

Please forward this draft bill to your U.S. Senators and 
Representatives, and insist that they help sponsor and pass 
this measure. Please insist that this strategy be an integral 
part of any overall plan to deal with terrorist threats against 
the U.S. 

Also, please forward this to every citizen you know who 
is concerned about our liberties, and our freedom from fear 
and terrorism. 

Thank you for your help. 

Sincerely yours, 

President 

Montana Shooting Sports Association 

Proposed is federal legislation, which may be called the 
“Airline Safety and Anti-terrorism Act of 2001,” that would 
accomplish the following: 

A. Remove all current prohibitions concerning carrying 


firearms on commercial 
aircraft for certain per¬ 
sons considered to be “air 
safety assets” under cer¬ 
tain conditions, and to 
exempt these people from 
punishment by local and 
state laws where airplanes 
upon which they are rid¬ 
ing may land, as follows: 

1. Persons identified 
as an “air safety asset” 
who may be called a “sky 
guard” include: 

a. any current, sworn, 
law enforcement officer 
for any federal, state or 
local agency, and 

b. any person with a permit to carry a concealed weapon 
issued by any state, or by any local agency under the author¬ 
ity of a state, and 

c. any person who is a classified handgun competitor 
under the rules of the United States Practical Shooting 
Association or the International Defensive Pistol Association. 

2. Persons not eligible to be a “sky guard” include: 

a. persons who are not eligible to possess firearms under 
federal law, and 

b. persons who are not yet 18 years of age, and 

c. persons who are not legal citizens of the United States 
as a result of birth or naturalization. 

3. The Federal Aviation Administration must accomplish 
the following: 

C. originate and publish within six weeks a brief manual, 
called a “sky guard briefing” which explains the fragility and 
weak points of commercial aircraft, which aircraft parts may 
be susceptible to dangerous disruption from either gunfire or 
terrorist activity, and which explains several most recom¬ 
mended tactics for defeating terrorists onboard aircraft, and 

D. publish this manual as a paperback book, which must 
he available to persons qualified to serve as sky guards at a 
reasonable cost or at no cost, and 

E. devise a system of signals whereby any sky guard fly¬ 
ing on a particular aircraft may be identified under emer- 



BO 


WWW.sofmag.com • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ^ DECEMBER 2001 










The Path To 

Victory 


Will be paved with 
the twisted bodies 
of dead terroti^ts 
who didn't'gel the 


message... 



Don’t Mess With America 


Milspec Group thanks those who wifi 
deny terrorist scumbags additional 
opportunities at home, and especially 
our Special Operations Forces who 
will take the fight abroad. 

Big and Bold on the front of a black shirt 
Small - XLG is $18, plus $5.00 shipping 
and handling. 2XL & 3XL is $20.00 plus 
$5.00 shipping and handling. OCONUS 
Civilians, add $25.00 overseas shipping. 

To order - Send payment to: Milspec 
Group, Inc. 1845 Prater Way, Suite H 
Sparks, NV 89431. (775) 284.4327, or 
on the web at www.milspecgear.com. 

MILSPEC" 

| GEAR.COM 

Graphic and Action T's 
Hats • Watches 

info@milspecgear.com 

www.milspecgear.com 


Where Real Wqrlid experience inspires 1 * 


gency conditions by other sky guards 
flying on that particular aircraft. 

4. Conditions under which any 
qualified persons would be allowed to 
carry firearms on commercial aircraft 
departing from and arriving at destina¬ 
tions on U.S. soil, and the soil of U.S. 
allies which accept this arrangement, 
are: 

a. when the person is carrying a 
firearm that is concealed from view and 
simple detection by casual observers, 
and 

b. when the firearm being carried is 
loaded only with frangible ammunition, 
such as Glaser Safety Slugs or the 
equivalent, and 

c. when the sky guard certifies that 
he or she has read the sky guard brief¬ 
ing and understands the contents, and 

d. when the sky guard consumes no 
alcohol or mind-altering substances at 
all within 12 hours before travel, or 
during travel where the person serves 
as a sky guard, 

B. Persons serving as sky guards: 

1. Would serve in a voluntary 
(unpaid) capacity, and 

2. Would be exempt from local or 
state laws restricting their ability to 
possess firearms along their route of 
travel, and at any location on the 
ground along their route of travel for a 
period of 72 hours between landing 
and departure, and 

3. Both commercial airlines, and 
sky guards not acting with gross negli¬ 
gence, would be held harmless under 
law for the acts or omissions of sky 
guards serving voluntarily and while 
traveling on commercial aircraft or 
while in air terminals during travel. 

C. The prerogatives and duties of 
sky guards while serving in that capac¬ 
ity would be limited to defeating any 
attempt to wrest control of a commer¬ 
cial aircraft from the airline crew, and 
to interfere with any person aboard a 
commercial aircraft who presents an 
immediate threat of loss of life to any 
crew member or passenger of a com¬ 
mercial aircraft upon which the sky 
guard is a passenger. The duties and 
prerogatives of a sky guard specifically 
would not include the use of a firearm 
or brandishing of a firearm to subdue 
an unruly passenger who does not pose 
a threat of loss of life to any crew mem¬ 
ber or passenger. ^ 
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Vietnam Vet, Merc, WTC Hero 

Rick Rescoria, Cheerful Warrior 

by Rdbert Pams 


T he first time I saw Rick Rescorla he was laughing, an 
infectious chortle as he told about the footrace he’d 
just won: with a Viet Cong squad doing its level best 
to kill him. So it came as no real surprise when the last thing 
1 heard of him, was that he perished while trying to lead peo¬ 
ple to safety from the stricken World Trade Center twin tow¬ 
ers after terrorist-hijacked airliners crashed into them. 

That first meeting took place in the Central Highlands of 
South Vietnam in the early Fall of 1965 when I was a combat 
correspondent for the 
Associated Press and Cyril 
R.- Rescorla (no one ever 
called him Cyril) was a 
Second Lieutenant pla¬ 
toon leader in B Company, 

First Battalion, Seventh 
Cavalry, U.S. Army 

“Oh,” he chuckled, “we 
did indeed do a bit of E 
and E’ing back there,” 
pointing to a sergeant sit¬ 
ting on the side of a near¬ 
by creek bank as being the 
other part of the “we” 
who’d been doing the 
escaping and evading. “It 
was a bit of a close thing 
but it turned out all right, 
after all, now, didn’t it!” 

This was shortly after 
the Cavalry division’s 
arrival in Vietnam and 
before the 7th cav’s epic la 
Drang Valley campaign in 
which Rescorla distinguished himself in both the battles of 
Landing Zone X-Ray and Landing Zone Albany. 

Rescorla had been directed to conduct a reconnaissance 
mission and as was typical of him, decided to do it himself, 
because he knew he was the best man on hand to do the job 
required and survive. For, unlike virtually everyone else in 
the outfit, Rescorla had real on-the-job experience at such 
stuff. He was something of a soldier of fortune, having been 
on active service in the British Army in Cyprus, doing the 
dangerous job of trying to keep Turkish and Greek guerrillas 
on the island from killing one another. He’d also done a tour 
with the British South African Police in what was then 


Rhodesia. (A word about the BSAP. It was not British, not 
South African and not a police force. It was a paramilitary 
unit which spent most of its time chasing Communist guer¬ 
rillas in the former British colony.) 

This display was typical of the way Rescorla went about 
leading a platoon of infantry. He led by example. He knew he 
was exceptionally good at what he did; he showed his men 
how to do it and then left it up to them. He also inspired 
them by his unfailing good humor and by doing something 

I’ve never before nor since 
— and I’ve had a lot of 
experience at this stuff — 
heard of any military 
leader of whatever rank 
doing — sing to them, 

One example of this is 
found in that fine book 
We Were Soldiers Once . . . 
and Young , by former UPI 
correspondent Joe 

Galloway and Lt. Gen. 
Harold G. Moore. The 
incident occurs during 
the Battle of LZ X Ray at a 
time during the night 
when it seems quite likely 
that a North Vietnamese 
Army regiment, which 
has the 7th Cav’s First 
Battalion surrounded 
might very well attack the 
positions and overwhelm 
and wipe it out. 

“When all else failed, 
Rescorla sang ‘Wild Colonial Boy’ and a Cornish favorite 
‘Going Up Cambrone Hill/ slow and steady tunes which 
were answered by shouts of ‘Hard Corps’ (the platoon’s nick¬ 
name) and ‘Garry Owen,’ the 7th Cav’s battle cry and song.” 

Although he’d subsequently retired from the Army 
reserves as a colonel and become a top security executive 
for Morgan Stanley investment company, Rescorla 
changed very little over the years as is indicated in an arti¬ 
cle by Rob Jennings in the Morristown, N.J., Daily Record 
juste after the World Trade Center disaster. 

“The last time anyone saw (Rick) Rescorla, 62, he was rac¬ 
ing up and down stairs at the World Trade Center’s south 



Lieutenant Rick Rescorla (left) and his company commander, Captain 
Myron Diduryk, assigned to Bravo Co., 2nd Bn., 7th cavalry. Both 
played major roles in the bloody fight at LZ X-Ray during the la Drang 
campaign. 
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tower, singing ‘God Bless America’ through a bullhorn and 
calming nerves as he shepherded people to safety.” 

Many survivors credited Rescorla and his security team 
with saving their lives by leading them out of the crumbling 
tower prior to its collapse. The firm had some 3,700 employ¬ 
ees in the Center but only a dozen or so were lost, according 
to news accounts. 

After the first hijacked airliner hit the Center’s north 
tower, loudspeaker announcements advised Morgan Stanley 
employees — between the 43rd and 73rd floors — to stay 
where they were. Rescorla thought that bad advice and began 
leading people down stairwells. 

“We had reports of him as low as the 10th floor and as 
high as the 73rd,” said a daughter, Kim, 23. 

His wife of two years, Susan, said he’d called her on his cell 
phone and told her not to worry, that he was leading people 
out of the building and that he loved her. Shortly after that 
conversation, Rescorla 
apparently decided to take 
one more check of the high¬ 
er floors to determine if 
anyone was still left. It was 
one check too many but 
that’s the way Rick Rescorla 
did things. 

At the battle of LZ 
Albany, Rescorla led a heli¬ 
copter borne relief force to 
assist the 7th Cavalry’s 2nd 
Battalion which had been 
surrounded and was in 
grave danger of being over¬ 
run after a desperate 24- 
hour fight. It was a “hot” 

LZ — meaning there were 
enemy soldiers all around 
it — the pilot of the heli¬ 
copter flying Rescorla was 
shot in the arm as the 
troopers were jumping out 
— but Rescorla was in his 
element. Lieutenant Larry 
Gwinn watched the relief 
arrive and, as quoted in the 
Galloway/Moore book: 

“I saw Rick Rescorla 
come swaggering into our 
lines with a smile on his 
face, an M79 (grenade 
launcher) on his shoulder, 
his Ml6 in one hand, say¬ 
ing: ‘Good. good. good. I 
hope they hit us with 
everything they got tonight. 

We’ll wipe them up.’ His 
spirit was catching. The 
troops were cheering as each load came in, and we really 
raised a racket. The enemy must’ve thought an entire bat¬ 
talion was coming in to help us.’” 

Another witness, Lt. Pat Payne of the reconnaissance pla¬ 
toon, recalled, “I had the feeling we were actually being res¬ 
cued, that the cavalry had, in fact, arrived, like in the movies. 
I admired the courage it took to land in Albany. Lieutenant 


Rescorla was one of the best combat leaders I saw in two 
tours of Vietnam. He walked around and pepped everyone up 
by telling them they’d done a good job ... he never raised his 
voice, spoke almost in a whisper. We were awfully glad to see 
him and the others from Bravo Company. 

As the Albany fight flickered to its end, Rescorla, while 
checking the battlefield, out of the comer of an eye caught some 
movement and fired a burst from his M16. A couple of North 
Vietnamese who’d been playing dead, suddenly got that way for 
real. On one of them, Rescorla noticed something shiny. 

As reported in We Were Soldiers ... 

“On the dying enemy soldier, Rescorla (found) a big, bat¬ 
tered old French Army bugle carrying a manufacture date of 
1900 ... On some long ago battlefield, possibly Dien Bien 
Phu, the victorious Viet Minh, had taken it as a trophy. And 
marked their own legend; two crude Chinese characters tat¬ 
tooed into the brass bell with nailpoint. Rough translation: 

‘Long and Powerful 
Service.’ Now here in the la 
Drang in the elephant 
grass, the trophy had 
changed hands again. The 
7th cavalry had a bugle 
once more, and Bravo 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 
7th Cavalry would blow it 
time and time again on the 
battlefields of Vietnam.” 

I recall one of those 
times very well. I was with 
A Company, 2nd of the 
7th, when it once again got 
surrounded by vastly supe¬ 
rior North Vietnamese 
forces. The Cavalry 
Division was able to get in 
one helicopter flight of 
reinforcements before 
heavy rainfall grounded all 
aircraft. As the troopers 
leapt from the thundering 
Huey choppers, one of 
them sounded the charge 
on the old brass bugle. 

An A Company trooper 
lying next to me shouted 
above the gunfire “That’s B 
Company AWWWWWR- 
RRR1GHT!” 

Rescorla kept the bugle 
as a trophy until 1991 
when he turned it over to 
the la Drang Valley Alumni 
Association which I believe 
has it to this day. 

So here’s to you, Rick 
Rescorla, you died doing what you did best; being a hero, a 
good natured hero who inspired others with his love of life 
and scorn for death. 

Robert Poos is a former Marine combat veteran of Korea, an 
AP correspondent in Vietnam and a former managing editor of 
Soldier Of Fortune. ^ 



“A powerful and epic story... raw, gutty and eye-stinging. This is thebest ocwuiir 
of infantry combat 1 have ever read, and the most signiftcantbook to come out of the 
Vietnam War” — Colwel David Mack worth 


Rescorla’s photo adorns the book cover. The movie version of the 
book, starring Mel Gibson, will be released in the spring of2002. 
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Guardian Angels Of The 
Israeli Police Civil Guard 


Civil Guard sniper teams may be deployed 
in urban, desert or mountain terrain (right), 
and have the training and gear appropriate 
for the geography of any mission. 


By David Stone 

ff amn, we didn’t bring enough 

* jf ammo,” I observed. Visions of 
Davy Crocketts last moments at 
the Alamo, swinging his rifle like a 
club, flashed in my mind’s eye. "No kid¬ 
ding,” Avi-Hi responded, bringing me 
out of my momentary daydream. "This 
is simply unreal,” was about all he 
could manage to add. We were both 
woefully understating our situation as 
we glassed the hillside to our front and 
watched over the dozen Israeli police 
immediately below. 

“Operations wants [a certain number 
of] teams in East Jerusalem to protect 
the police ‘on the ground down below.’ 
You’ll be mamiing the fcensored] posi¬ 
tion. Ori was there last Friday Call him 
for the position’s range card,” ordered 
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Artur, commander of our sniper unit. I 
called and got briefed. “You’ll be on the 
ground, not on the building’s roof, but 
you’ve got a good view and clear fields 
of fire. Bring a chair so you can sit in the 
yard behind the wall. Use it as a rest for 
your rifle. You’ll be covering the entire 
area between the road to the Pope’s 
Residence and the Mt. of Olives. 
Distances are from pistol range to 800 
meters.” Almost as an after thought Ori 
added, “Last Friday all the action took 
place elsewhere, but you won’t be 
bored.” Forewarned was not forearmed. 

It was the Moslem Holy Month of 
Ramadan. Friday’s late-morning prayer 
service would be the most heavily 
attended of the week. The conclusion 
of prayers the previous Friday had been 
followed by significant violence. 
“Youth” had charged out from the 
Temple Mount attacking police and 
Jewish worshipers. Stones, firebombs, 
iron Bars, tear gas and “rubber bullets” 
filled the air for hours. Many rioters 
and as many police were injured. But 
neither Avi-Hi nor I had anticipated the 
policy introduced this Friday: In an 
effort to stem another round of vio¬ 
lence, other than women and children, 
only male residents of Jerusalem over 
the age of 40 were allowed to attend 
prayers on the Temple Mount. In prac¬ 
tical terms that resulted in about 
100,000 men being kept from entering 
the Old City this morning. Instead, 
upset and angry, they kneeled to wor¬ 
ship in rows 10- and 12-deep around 
the outside of the Old City’s wall in 
East Jerusalem. 


“Twelve-forty. Prayers are over. 
Heads-up.” Avi-Hi cautioned. “It’s 
starting to get nasty inside the Old 
City. There are lots of reports of vio¬ 
lence,” added one of the four Border 
Policemen (MaGav) assigned to watch 
our “six.” We had given him the duty 
of monitoring the regular (blue uni¬ 
formed) police and MaGav radio fre¬ 
quencies. Our position was across from 
the northeast corner of the Old City, 
about as deep into downtown Arab 
East Jerusalem as one could get. To our 
left was one of the main entrances into 
the Old City’s Arab Quarter. To our 
front, immediately below, was the 
intersection of East Jerusalem’s two 
main roads. Beyond was the entire hill¬ 
side expanse from the Augusta Victoria 
Hospital to the Mount of Olives. 

We occupied a “green knoll.” 



Natural and man-made obstacles on our 
position’s front and sides would cause 
only inconvenience and a few minutes 
delay to anyone making a determined 
assault up the 15-yard slope from the 
roads below. A waist-high poured-con- 
crete and stone wall behind a mix of 
trees and brush afforded concealment 
and a measure of cover for us if anyone 
began shooting. To our rear, across 30 
yards of open ground, was the entrance 
to the building on which our position 
should have been located from a strate¬ 
gic standpoint. 

“If it gets real bad, there is no way 
we’re going to get out of here without 
them sending an APC to collect us.” 
Pointing to the building looming 
behind us, Avi-Hi instructed our 
MaGav security force, “that’s our fall 
back position. David and I will ‘politely 


explain’ to the guards why they are 
going to let us in. You gentlemen will 
follow in an orderly fashion. We’ll wait 
inside until the Calvary comes charging 
over the hill.” There was nothing more 
to do. We continued scanning for any 
possible danger to the police down 
below and waited to see if the 100,000 
worshipers would remain peaceful. Just 
another typically atypical day for a 
unique group of volunteers within the 
Israeli Police, the members of the 
Jerusalem Regional Command’s Civil 
Guard Sniper Unit. 

Israel’s Civil Guard 

The Civil Guard was established in 
the mid-70s as a distinctly Israeli-style 
(i.e. armed) Neighborhood Watch. 
Today it consists of more than 55,000 
men and women volunteers. They are 
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immediately available, or for other 
easons are not to be used, some Civil 
Guard Sniper Units are. 

“The creation of special units of 
snipers was authorized in 1976. There 
are approximately six units dispersed 
among the police’s geographic regions. 
Most units have between 14 and 20 
members. Nationwide, there are fewer 
than 100 qualified personnel.” I was 
speaking with Chief Inspector (Major) 
Dave Kutcher, Chief Weapons and 
Operational Behavior Instructor of the 
Police Civil Guard. Dave’s background 
included time with IDF SpecOps, the 
Yamam, MaGav anti-terror unit and sev¬ 
eral years in charge of some “private 
sector” close protection. The weapons 
courses Dave designs are as serious and 
intense, as is his background. 

“The Civil Guard sniper uses a 
police issued 7.62x51 NATO caliber 
sniper-configured Mauser K98k or 
USGI semi-auto M14. Both rifles come 
equipped with an already mounted 6X 
or 10X Weaver, Tasco or Nimrod scope, 
cheek piece and bipod. But without 
exception all snipers immediately 
replace the police-issue scope with 
something modern they purchase for 
themselves. Each unit receives an annu¬ 
al allotment of IMI 168-grain BTHP 
special “Police Match” ammunition. 
Marksmanship training exercises are 
conducted regularly. Each sniper must 
pass a semi-annual shooting proficien¬ 
cy exam (the “Bochen”) in order to 
maintain her/his operational status. 


Once on the sniper team, 
individuals often privately 
purchase the most capable 
weapon they can. SOF publisher 
Robert K. Brown tries out 
author's AR-10 (T) on the range, 
(ieft) Although the good-natured 
debate continues regards 
autoloading or bolt-action, 
the AR-10 (T) is highly 
regarded by all. 


Standard-issue sniper rifle is M/M/ ll-vintage Kar98k Mauser, fitted with Harris bipod, 
scope and modified stock — still efficient tools in capable hands. 


trained to use .30 caliber USGI WWII 
vintage Ml Carbines and Motorola 
walkie-talkies. In groups of three/four, 
on foot and in police vehicles, armed 
with carbines, they patrol their neigh¬ 
borhoods between 20:00 and 05:00,365 
days a year. Most neighborhoods have a 
school, community center or communal 
bomb shelter that serves as the base 
from which these patrols originate. 
Many bases have an emergency response 
team (Ketah Konnanot). Its individually 
selected members are provided with car¬ 
bines, loaded 15-round magazines of 
110-grain jacketed soft-point (opera¬ 
tional) ammunition and identification 
vests to be kept at home. They respond 
and take charge immediately, 24 hours a 
day, at the scene of any emergency that 
requires a police presence. 

“Over the years the Civil Guard 
developed special units to supply the 
police with 'resources’ it could not 
afford to provide for itself. For exam¬ 
ple, volunteers in the Galilee provide 
mountain rescue; volunteers in the 
Negev, desert rescue. A scuba diver unit 
responds to emergencies all over the 
country and a Jeep (4x4) unit gets the 
divers to wherever needed. When on 
duty, members of special units are uni¬ 
formed police officers with all requisi te 
authority, responsibility and account¬ 
ability,” explained Chief Inspector 
(Captain) Yael, herself a volunteer. 
Yael, originally from Colorado and a 
veteran member of our sniper unit, 
developed and commanded the 
Jerusalem Tourist Police’s special unit 
of Civil Guard volunteers. 

“Before one can become a member 
of a special unit, she/he must complete 
a comprehensive, 40-hour formal class¬ 
room course in basic police subjects. 
Then the candidate must complete a 
course(s) in the specific subject matter 


pertinent to her/his unit. We all devote 
significant time [unpaid] and our own 
financial resources to participation in 
our units,” Yael added. Members of spe¬ 
cial units must attend regular training 
sessions and operations. Generally, vol¬ 
unteers supply all their own individual 
gear and collectively most of their 
Unit’s equipment. Little materiel comes 
from the Israeli Police. 

The Civil Guard Snipers 

The regular police have no dedicated 
marksmen (snipers). They rely upon 
the sniper group within the MaGav’s 
crack anti-terrorist unit, the Yamam. If 
the Yamam “is busy” and the snipers 
from one of an extremely limited num¬ 
ber f IDF Special Forces Units are not 
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The lists of who passed come directly 
to me,” Dave added. 

By virtue of passing the Bochen, a 
sniper with three years seniority in the 
Civil Guard qualifies for a permit from 
the Ministry of the Interior to purchase 
and possess her/his own private 
(sniper) rifle. They are the only indi¬ 
viduals in the country to be issued such 
permits. Most purchase modern rifles 
specially designed for use by snipers, of 
either American or German/Austrian 
manufacture, but not British. “The 
British Foreign Ministry has imposed a 
de facto arms embargo on us,” 
explained Chief Inspector Yael, relating 
her personal experience of “being 
denied an export permit after an eight 
month wait,” for the Accuracy 
International rifles ordered by her and 
another member of our Unit. 


committed to devoting the considerable 
time required for training and opera¬ 
tions.” Artur continued, “A candidate 
who shows promise is invited back. 
She/he continues to be invited to Friday 
morning sessions until the Unit forms a 
consensus that the individual ‘fits’ or 
‘Command’ decides she/he doesn’t.” 

Once accepted into our Unit, new 
members are sent to the course in 
police basics. Upon graduation they 
receive both police blue and khaki 
(snipers’ “BDU”) uniforms. Simulta¬ 
neously, we start the 60 hours of prac¬ 
tical and classroom instruction in 
snipercraft and marksmanship they are 
required to complete before we can 
send them to Sniper Course “Aief.” 
This course is considered “Basic 
Training” for snipers, and is given 
about every eight months. “Attending 



Major “Dave” checks zero on a pair of 
bomb-squad M24s. Longbow Frangible 
ammo (right) is used by the bomb squad. 


Joining the Unit 

Step One in joining our Unit is to 
convince our Commander (26-year vet¬ 
eran of Israel’s Elite Navel Commando 
Unit) that you can shoot. Former IDF or 
MaGav marksmen/snipers and top 
shooters in the annual Civil Guard 
MICarbine Competition get a “try-out,” 
an invitation from Artur to join a Friday 
morning range session. Before the 
morning (07:00 to 13:30) is over, a first¬ 
time visitor will fire one of our Mausers, 
M14s and Remington 700s. “Besides a 
demonstration of proficiency with a 
scoped rifle, candidates must exhibit 
maturity, physical fitness, good com¬ 
mon sense and a ‘pitch-right-in and not 
have to be told’ personality. They also 
need to convince us they want to be part 
of our Unit bad enough that they are 



the five-day course is a milestone. Until 
then you’ve been teamed-up shooting 
someone else’s rifle. But you need to 
show up for the course already sighted- 
in at 200 meters with the rifle with 
which you’ll build your data logbook. 
So this is the time you’re issued your 
own. After you’ve completed Alef 
you’re called “Sniper” and considered 
operationally qualified.” Artur’s tone 
of voice let you know he was speaking 


of an exceptional event, shared by a fra¬ 
ternity of few. 

Jerusalem Unit History And Uperatinns 

I asked Yael about our Unit’s history, 
before I joined in ’95. “We are one of the 
original units, going back to ’76. During 
the Intifada, late ’80s to early ’90s, we 
worked extensively manning observa¬ 
tion positions. We served as the eyes of 
the police and provided security for 
undercover operations. The Madrid and 
Oslo Accords brought about a change, 
fewer sniper ops. If we were called, it 
was ‘bring binoculars and coffee, leave 
the rifles at home’ rooftop duty — look 
out for car thieves.” 

The September 1996 outbreak of 
violence resulted in several Civil Guard 
sniper units being called-up to help the 
police. The Jerusalem Unit started 
being used in situations where preci¬ 
sion (not necessarily long-range) 
marksmanship and a cool head were 
vital; for example, inside the Jerusalem 
Mall with Ml Carbines when a terrorist 
attack was anticipated. A couple of 
National Shooting Championships 
resulted in a permanent assignment for 
the Unit; manning a position overlook¬ 
ing one of the most sensitive locations 
in the World, the Western Wall, 
Judaism’s holiest sight, and the Temple 
Mount, holy to Moslems. 

Permanent operational status within 
the Jerusalem Region Police itself (as 
opposed to under the Civil Guard) came 
with the Pope’s visit to Israel. “The 
Yamam’s Command endorsed our work¬ 
ing with their Unit. The Sabak (General 
Security Service or Shin Bet) gave our 
Unit’s members the appropriate security 
clearance. We did recon, selected four 
positions from which we could cover 
our geographic area of responsibility 
and developed profiles with range cards 
for each.Twice a day, every day of the 
Pope’s six-day visit, we manned our 
positions. Often we were the first to 
arrive and the last to leave the area.” 

“I guess our work was appreciated,” 
Artur remarked. “Not long afterward 
we were asked to select and prepare 
positions in several of Jerusalem’s 
neighborhoods. We developed profiles 
with range cards for each. We were also 
asked to ‘ride shotgun’ for the police- 
patrol vehicles in neighborhoods on the 
border with Bethlehem. We made the 
patrol officers feel more secure; know¬ 
ing with us along they had the ability 
‘to reach out’ to return fire. When the 
IDF relieved the police protecting Gilo, 
it was our positions the army took over 
and our range cards they used. I’d say 
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we’ve done our part. Between July 2000 
to June 2001 our Sniper Unit volun¬ 
teers provided 1,200 hours of opera¬ 
tional Sniper/Observer duty to the 
Jerusalem Regional Police Command.” 

The Jerusalem Unit reflects the 
make-up of Israel. Half of the snipers 
are native-born Israelis. Of the others, 
there are an equal number of Anglo- 
Saxons and Russians. There are reli¬ 
gious, non-religious, and even anti-reli¬ 
gious. Several are women. Most are 
combat veterans, some from the Special 
Forces or Yamam, some Olympic-level 
small-bore competitors. They are 
builders, computer geeks, lawyers, 
engineers, contractors, educators, 
craftsmen, watchmen and businessmen 
and women. Over half the members 
have been with the Unit more than a 
dozen years. No one will run! 

During the last several years the Unit 
has upgraded equipment and mainte¬ 


nance. In doing so, good friends have 
been made in the States. As far as rifles, 
I have Bruce Westrom to thank for his 
assistance in getting me my ArmaLite 
AR-10 (T), simply the most serious fire¬ 
power between Jerusalem and the coast. 
But I’m sure Yael and Ori, with thanks 
to Richard Garcia, would argue that 
their Tactical Ordnance —? Tactical 
Precision Rifles are deadlier. (The 
debate never stops: semi-auto vs. bolt- 
action sniper rifles.) As individual bud¬ 
gets allow, everyone in the Unit is 
switching to a scope with a mil-dot reti¬ 
cle. Much credit for this advancement 
goes to Bruce Robinson and his Mildot 
Master, Lew Schwiebert, and his 
Ballisticards and Karin Christensen and 
her Long Range Shooting. Together they 
make a complete range estimation, prac¬ 
tice and actual precision shooting sys¬ 
tem. The only alternative is Daniel 
Shepherd’s Model P-2 SheperdScope. 



(above) Within common caliber (7.62x51 NATO), team members are allowed to person¬ 
ally buy what they can shoot with. This TAC-ORD rifle and Black Hills ammo is highly 
regarded by its owner, (right) Israeli troopers carry at times , including when off-duty, 
(below) Two Israeli troopers examine Otis Cleaning Systems — contributed by S0F and 
Rich Wyatt — at the IDF sniper-training facility. 


ment, materiel and technique. Our Unit 
is the exception. A new rifle is a signifi¬ 
cant financial investment. It is also 
month’s worth of filing out request 
forms, applications, export and import 
authorization paperwork and about a 
year’s worth of waiting. Proper barrel 
break-in goes hand-in-hand with proper 
cleaning. So as new rifles began being 
purchased, a commitment to proper 
cleaning evolved. Today, just about 
every one of our snipers has managed to 
get someone to bring him an Otis Sniper 
Cleaning Kit from the States. It has 
become standard range and deployment 
gear. One quick demonstration and 
everyone is cleaning correctly. For fur¬ 
ther cleaning back home, the Unit has 
just done a group purchase of Dewey 
Manufacturing cleaning rods, bore 
guides and brushes. Thanks to Jerry 
Williams and George Dewey there are 
no dirty rifles in the Jerusalem Snipers. 




The reticle in an Israeli made/issued 
Ml6 scope is practically identical. The 
transition to a 7.62x51 caliber rifle with 
a P-2 is natural, instantaneous and pre¬ 
ferred by some former MaGav and IDF 
Marksmen. 

Whatever the scope, we get it 
mounted correctly utilizing the exper¬ 
tise of Marty Bordson and Badger 
Ordnance rings. There are none better. 
Collectively, for range estimating, we 
rely on a Bushnell 1000 Rangefinder. 
Lt. Col. Robert K. Brown, USAR (Ret.), 
Editor/Publisher of Soldier Of Fortune 
magazine, presented it to the Jerusalem 
Sniper Unit. It is simply the finest tool 
the Unit possesses. 

Israelis are not accustomed to clean¬ 
ing their rifles. They lack proper equip- 


Back On Duty 

Shortly after Avi-Hi and I arrived 
(07:00) at Friday morning’s staging 
area, a contingent of Mounted Police 
arrived. They had been here last Friday 
and not a single a horse or rider went 
home uninjured. Today both donned 
armor. They looked like samurai war¬ 
riors in black roller-blading gear, on 
horses similarly attired. We chatted 
and let them know where our positions 
would be located. They pointed out a 
small blimp being raised from the back 
of the staging area, attached by cables 
to a Ford Econoliner. Our mounted 
friends warned, “Don’t scratch. The 
video and audio equipment the blimp 
hosts sees and hears everything. You do 
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not want to let the guys in the van catch 
you in a ‘compromising position’ 
because you’ll be watching yourself on 
tape at every police social function for 
years to come.” 

‘'Everybody, gather up over here,” 
Artur called. The group of us, in our 
Sniper/Observer pairings, quickly 
formed around Artur. He reviewed our 
assignments and standing orders espe¬ 
cially for opening fire. “Where a clear, 
real and immediate threat to inflict 
serious injury or death is demonstrat¬ 
ed and no other way exists to stop it, 
you are authorized to open fire if you 
can stop the threat without 
harming innocents,” Final in¬ 
structions came from the Head 
of Operations for the Jerusalem 
Region. 

“You are at the most fragile 
spot on earth this morning. A 
single misstep could have horrif¬ 
ic consequences. You’re here 
because you are all mature, pro¬ 
fessional and experienced, but 
more important than any other 
reason, because your judgment 
is trusted. Open Fire If And Only 
If Necessary To Safe A Life And 
No Other Alternative Exists . First 
and foremost you are here to 
protect the public and your fel¬ 
low officers.” 

A MaGav jeep transported us 
to our position. The equipment 
we took with us had been care¬ 
fully chosen keeping two rules 
in mind: First, anything you 
need, bring with you or be pre¬ 
pared to do without. Second, on 
the ground in Indian Territory if 
you can’t haul it moving fast, 
don’t bring it. 

Both Avi-Hi and I wore our 
khaki BDUs, and blue police baseball 
caps. I had my Benchmade AFO 
clipped in a pocket. On my belt were 
my Leatherman multi-tool, Springfield 
Armory Government Model 1911-A1 
.45 in a Fobus holster and two extra 
mags in a G.I. double-mag pouch. In 
addition to my ArmaLite AR-10 (T) in a 
Doskocil hardcase and a thermos of cof¬ 
fee, I carried a medium sized A.L.I.C.E. 
pack. Inside were my binoculars, police 
jacket and personal web-gear com¬ 
prised of USGI Y-type suspenders, pis¬ 
tol belt and BlackHawk belt pad. I 
rigged it with a pair of Israeli two 20- 
round M14 mag pouches, a G.I. four 
20-round M16 mag pouch (perfect for 
three 10-round AR-10 (T) mags), an 
Israeli-made padded holster with flap 
from Frontline for my.45, two extra pis¬ 


tol mags in a G.I .pouch and a sheathed 
SOG Special Forces Bowie. The pack’s 
pockets contained a Sabco D-2 Gun 
Ghillie, some hard candies, PowerBars, 
bottled water, bean bag, boonie hat, 
several sniper scarves, a 50-round box 
of .45 hardball and two 20-round boxes 
of IMI Police Special Match. 

Avi-Hi carried his police issue 
Mauser and wore his IMI double-action 
Jericho 9mm pistol and two extra 15- 
round double-stacked mags. He had his 
Spyderco Police Model clipped in a 
pocket. In his backpack was his D-2 
Gun Ghillie (Sabco Industries is a sup¬ 


porter of our Unit), police jacket, some 
pastry, bottled water, binoculars, three 
20-round boxes of IMI Police Special 
Match and a 50-round box of FMJ 9mm. 
He also carried the all-important 
Motorola walkie-talkie that he used to 
call the commander of our immediate 
area as soon as we got our rifles 
uncased. “17 from 333, where are our 
MaGavnics? Over.” 

“Can’t tell you how happy we are to 
see you here, knowing you are glassing 
the hillside. Just keep watching for¬ 
ward and don’t worry about your ‘six.’ 
These guys will.” Jake pointed Vith 
emphasis’ at the MaGavnics. They got 
the message. We went to work. It was 
intense and especially tense as we 
watched tens of thousands of wor¬ 
shipers pass our position. Our area 


remained calm, which was not the case 
everywhere. About 16:00 a police van 
collected our teams and took us back to 
the staging area. Our mounted friends 
immediately greeted us. “You’ve got to 
see this! Into the van,” they ordered. 

Once inside the Econoliner, our pri¬ 
vate showing began. We watched our 
mounted friends galloping down Main 
Street East Jerusalem under a hail of 
rocks and bottles. Suddenly 1 , one of the 
horses was hit particularly hard in the 
front legs by an iron bar. It was sent 
into a fall, throwing its rider. The horse 
recovered immediately and continued 
down the street, leaving its rider 
behind. Surprised, the crowds 
on both sides of the street did 
nothing as the stunned rider a 
mere 10 yards away, got to his 
feet. We watched in horror as the 
crowd started gathering rocks, 
bricks and bars and began to 
move towards the officer. 
Neither the MaGav nor his 
mounted comrades would be 
able to get to him before the 
crowd would reach him. 

Incredibly, the officer raised 
his head, as if motioning in the 
direction of the buildings to his 
left. His outstretched right arm 
also directed the gaze of the 
crowds now closing on him, up 
towards the left. The mob 
stopped. The MaGav arrived 
about the same time that the 
mounted police brought their 
brother his horse. The situation 
calmed and the crowd was per¬ 
suaded to disperse. The video 
clip ended. We sat silent in the 
dark interior of the van. Then 
from outside we heard, 
“Thanks!” 

It was the officer who had been 
thrown by his horse. “As the cobwebs 
began to clear I had a single thought. Is 
anyone watching? Is anyone covering 
me? I started to look up not really 
remembering you were around. And 
then, there you were, up above with 
four rifles clearly pointed in the direc¬ 
tion of the danger to me. I pointed 
wanting to be sure the crowd saw the 
same wonderful sight (although I don’t 
think they saw it as quite so wonderful) 
I saw. You saved me from a lot of bro¬ 
ken bones, likely much worse. Hope 
you are always there. Again, Thanks!” 

Rest assured, just look up and you’ll 
see the Jerusalem Sniper Unit’s volun¬ 
teers watching out for you. That is a 
promise you can repeat to your spouse 
and your life insurance agent. ^ 



The Israeli Mounted Police Unit is an effective crowd con¬ 
trol tool . 
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By Martin Brass 


The United States is being forced to face one of the most difficult decisions 
of its relatively brief history: how to deal with terrorists that have infiltrat¬ 
ed not only the United States, but dozens of other industrialized nations. 
Time is of the essence. Americans anjdousl}/ wait in trepidation, hoping for 
the best, but expecting the worst. That is terror But the alternatives are 
equally shocking. The effectiveness of massive military retaliation is uncer¬ 
tain, and civilian deaths are inevitable. There is resistance to the United 
States suffering the casualties involved in another foreign ground war. 

Once more SOF dares to tread in what may appear to be unspeakable 
territory — looking to history to see how one modem country, faced with 
terrorist attacks against its citizens, dealt with the situation. 


Morocco in 1942, an air force officer, Captain Delmas, 
had warned Paul Aussaresses: “Do you know what you 
risk in entering the special services?” 

“Yes, my captain, I risk being killed.” 

“My poor sir, when you are killed, you are 
relieved, because you may be tortured before 
you are blown away. Torture, you 
see, is less merciful than death.” 

Captain Paul Aussaresses sub¬ 
sequently was briefed by the Chief 
of Police of Algiers, in 1955. 
“Imagine for an instant that you 
are opposed to the concept of torture and you 
arrest someone who is clearly implicated in the 
preparation of a terrorist attack. The suspect refuses 
to talk. You do not insist. A particularly murderous attack is 
launched. What will you say to the parents of the victims, to the 
parents of an infant, for example, mutilated by the bomb to justify 
the fact that you did not utilize all means to make the suspect talk?” 

“I would not like to find myself in such a situation,” 
Aussaresses responded. 

“Yes, but conduct yourself always as if you will, and you will 


Osprey Military Elite Series, 
French Foreign Legion 
Paratroopers 
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see which is the most difficult: to torture a confirmed ter¬ 
rorist or explain to the parents of the victims that it is better 
to allow dozens of innocents to die, than to make one who is 
culpable suffer.” 

After a moment of meditation, Aussaresses cast aside his 
last reservations, concluding that no one had the right to 
judge him, even if his responsibilities forced him to conduct 
disagreeable actions, and he would never have any regrets. 

Aussaresses, then 35 years old, was the intelligence offi¬ 
cial in charge of liquidating the Front Liberation Nationale 
(FLN). The FLN was conducting a savage insurrection that 
targeted the French colonists (Pied Noir) in Algeria. Many 
Pied Noir had already been terrorized, assassinated, or 
mutilated. 

Algeria, a colony of France for 132 years, was explosive. 
Terror reigned. “1 will not allow negotiations with the enemy 
of the nation. The only negotiation is war,” Francois 
Mitterand, Secretary of the Interior, had declared November 
1954. 

In a book published 3 May 2001, Services Speciaux , 
Algerie 1955-57 , Aussaresses graphically details the wide use 
of torture and summary execution of the members and sup¬ 
porters of the FLN by the Algerian police and French military 
during the Algerian revolution. 

The French government ordered the liquidation of the 
FLN and to suppress the rebels by “any means , any possible 
means” Aussaresses emphasized. 

The Algerian police were not equipped for such a mission. 


Nor was the regular French army. The French Government 
ordered the French Parachutists to Algeria and gave them 
carte blanche to destroy the FLN. 

The situation in Philippeville, a city of 21,000 inhabitants, 
in the sector Nord Constantinois, where the FLN was head¬ 
quartered, was about to ignite. Hundreds of thousands of 
French colonists (Pied Noir) remained in Algeria. 

The Philippeville police maintained that torture was the 
most effective method to elicit information from an uncoop¬ 
erative terrorist, who, in the name of an ideal, was willing to 
shed the blood of the innocent. Timely information could 


save dozens of lives. 

The police made no apologies. Nor does Aussaresses. 

SOF met with the 83-year-old General Aussaresses in a 
Parisian hotel that had been a contact point for the Nazi party 
during the Nazi occupation of Paris in World War II. Cold 
War intrigue still hung in the air. Aussauresses appeared to 
be “neither an executioner, nor a monster, but an ordinary 
man.” And that is also how he characterized the Algerian 
police who trained him in torture techniques in 1955. 

“You admitted to torturing and killing 24 men yourself. 
Why torture?” asked SOF 

“The FLN were involved in a savage terrorist movement,” 
Aussaresses said. “My role in Algeria was a struggle against 
unbridled terrorism — blind attacks against the innocent. 
The conflict was not Algerians vs. French. The fight was not 
a political one nor was it an ideological one. That holds no 
interest for me. Most Algerians, as well, were not interested 
in political problems. They only wanted to be able to go out 
on the streets and live in peace. 

“I, who judge no one ... often ask, considering what hap¬ 
pens in a city [French] today — with those blind attacks 
which decimate the innocent — why someone does not 
understand within a few weeks that the high authorities must 
utilize all means in order to put an end to the terror?” 

I have been called a murderer, a monster, a communist... 
1 am a patriot. I take full responsibility for my actions. I do not 
seek to justify my actions but simply try to explain that from 
the moment when a nation demands of its army to fight an 
enemy that terrorizes the population and 
| forces it into submission, it is impossible for 
the army not to resort to extreme means. 
“In the profession I chose, I had killed. 

"I never tortured 
or executed the 
innocents or children — 
only the terrorists who 
had made a choice and 
were implicated 
in the attacks." 

I had often thought that I would be tor¬ 
tured some day. But I never imagined that I 
would torture. 

“Having opted for a military career and 
for Charles de Gaulle, I became a special 
agent. In the interest of my country I had 
clandestinely carried out operations unac¬ 
ceptable to the ordinary moral standards, 
had often circumvented the law: stolen, 
assassinated, vandalized, and terrorized. I had learned how 
to pick locks, kill without leaving traces, lie, be indifferent 
to my suffering and to that of others, had forgotten and 
made others forget. All for France. 

“I had interrogated prisoners, but I had never tortured,” 
Aussaresses said. “I had heard that such procedures were uti¬ 
lized in Indochina, but only in exceptional circumstances.” 

“Each time I jumped in a clandestine mission at night,” he 
recalls, “I imagined that I might be tortured, burned to death 
by the enemy, or have my fingers or teeth tom out, as wag done 
to a comrade ... I imagined the firing squad. I would never 



In a recent Paris interview ; R. K. Brown discusses the tactical use of torture in root¬ 
ing out terrorists during the battle for Algiers, with retired four-star French General 
Paul Aussaresses. His tell-all book became a best seller ; as it rattled French society 
to its foundations. 
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accept a mask on my eyes. The door of 
the plane would open and I would only 
see the silence and the emptiness.” 

“I never tortured or executed the 
innocents or children — only the ter¬ 
rorists who had made a choice and 
were implicated in the attacks. For 
each bomb, there was one who manu¬ 
factured it, one who transported it — 
maybe twenty persons at a time. For 
each the responsibility was over¬ 
whelming even if they were simply 
links in a long chain.” 

Torture 

Aussaresses recalls his transforma¬ 
tion into an intelligence officer in 
Philippeville. 

“It is good that you come from the 
special services. I have need for an 
intelligence officer,” Colonel 
Cockborne, who commanded the unit 
in Algeria, welcomed him. 

“I also am pleased with such a coin¬ 
cidence,” Aussaresses smiled, in 
return. “Except there is one problem.” 

'What is that?” 

“You have been misinformed. I am not an intelligence spe¬ 
cialist. My background is in Special Operations.” 

“I know perfectly well your experience and I am sure you 
will adapt swiftly. As for action, I guarantee you plenty. 
^Although the town is calm, the countryside is aflame. Our 
battalions are fighting, the rebels attacking the villages and 
isolated farms, pillaging and assassinating the pied-noir.” 

“I had lost a number of friends on the battlefield in Dien 
Bien Phu and I had no desire to revisit that nightmare,” 
Aussaresses told SOF. In Indochina, he had been a member 
of the 1st regiment of Paras, which at first consisted of three 
battalions. The second battalion, of which he had been a 
member, had been so decimated — 70% losses — that it had 
been dissolved. The French base at in Dien Bien Phu, com- 


| posed of 16,000 men, had fallen 7 May 
1954 after a fierce resistance that 
marked the beginning of the end of the 
French intervention in Viet Nam. The 
two remaining battalions were deployed 
to Philippeville, Algeria, in 1955. A third 
battalion of French Foreign Legionnaires 
reinforced them. Aussaresses was 
ordered to join them. 

The terrorist attacks accelerated. On 
18 June 1955, seven bombs exploded 
simultaneously A colonist walking down 
the street was axed to death by a Moslem 
he knew. He identified his assailant 
before he died. Ausauresses attempted to 
extract information from the murderer to 
prevent further attacks. He tortured for 
the first time. 

“I thought of nothing. I had no 
remorse for his death. If I regretted any¬ 
thing, it was that he refused to talk before 
he died. He had used violence against a 
person who was not his enemy. He got 
what he deserved. Had his victim been 
military personnel, I would have under¬ 
stood. I had neither hate nor pity. The sit¬ 
uation was urgent...” 

The methods employed were always the same: beatings, 
electricity, water. Beatings often sufficed. Le gengene consist¬ 
ed of torture with electricity. Electrodes were applied to the 
ears or the testicles with increasing intensity. Or, water was 
poured over the face until the prisoner spoke or drowned. 

Some prisoners spoke freely. For others, several beatings 
were sufficient. It was only in the event that the prisoner 
refused to talk or tried to conceal evidence that torture was 
utilized. The officers tortured personally so the young sol¬ 
diers would not get their hands dirty. Many were incapable. 

His commander, Colonel Cockborne, was one of those who 
“were more fragile than the victims.” After Aussaresses had 
been in Algeria for some time, Cockborne called Aussaresses 
in to question him regarding the use of torture. 



General Jacques Massu (left), and SOF 
Publisher Brown present a wreath at the 
Israeli Paratroopers’ Memorial in 1984. 
Massau, commanding officeer of the 10th 
Colonial Parachute Division, won the battle 
of Algiers. He was authorized by the French 
government to resort to torture, which broke 
the back of the FLN in Algiers. 



is often said that the Algerian 
War was to France what the 
Vietnam war was to the U. S. 
In 1954, France was still 
reeling from its defeat at Dien Bien Phu 
when the French Foreign Legion was 
deployed to Algeria. By 1956, half-a- 
million French soldiers were stationed 
in Algeria. A total of 1,7 million French 
soldiers fought in the Algerian war: 
25,000 died and 60,000 were wound¬ 
ed. It is estimated that more than half - | 
a-million Algerians died. 

The French military won the war 
on the ground but lost in the political 
circles in France. The public, which 
heard of the wide use of torture and 
summary executions, launched violent 
mass demonstrations. In the after- 
math of Vietnam and Algeria, France 
was threatened with civil war. In 


1959, French President Charles de 
Gaulle decided to allow Algeria to 
become sovereign. The French gener¬ 
als organized a coup in 1961, demand¬ 
ing that “Algeria must stay French.” 
The coup failed. The violent reactions 
in France to the unpopular war sig¬ 
naled its end in 1962. 

General Aussaresses 5 book has re¬ 
ignited the unresolved, fiery debate of 
the policies of the government and mil¬ 
itary in the Algerian war. 

The stage for his book was set late 
2000, when Algerian independence 
advocate, Louisetta Ighil Ahgiz, told 
the French journal Le Monde of her tor¬ 
ture in 1957 after being apprehended 
by the French: She was subsequently 
tortured for three months. 

“I express regrets, regrets, regrets, 
but I cannot express remorse. That 
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After a successful operation, r REP troopers assemble small arms captured 
from rebels. Man at left has shotgun, Ml Garand and Czech-made Mauser. 


“Are you sure there are no other means to make 
men speak?” 

“More Rapid?” 

“That is not what I meant” 

“I know, my colonel, what you mean. More prop¬ 
er . If I shared your point of view, my colonel, I 
could not accomplish the mission that you have 
given me. I cannot think in terms of morals, rather 
I need to think in terms of efficiency Blood flows 
here daily. 

“And what do you do to your suspects?” 

“After they talk?” 

“Exactly?” 

“If they are loyal to the terrorists, I assassinate 
them.” 

“But you must consider that the entire FLN is 
associated with terrorism.” 

“I agree.” 

“Would it not be better to remit them to the jus¬ 
tice system before executing them? One cannot 
eliminate all the members of an organization. 

That’s crazy.” 

“The French government has decided, my colonel. 

The FLN are too numerous. The justice system is efficient in 
times of peace. We are in Algeria and there is a war. You want¬ 
ed an intelligence agent? You have one, my colonel. ... our 
mission demands the use of torture and summary executions. 
It has only just begun.” 

“It’s a dirty war. I don’t like it”. 

Colonel Cockbome did not last long in Algeria. He was 
replaced by Colonel Mayer, a former Para in Indochina. 

The Battle Of Philippeville 

Aussaresses explained how he had learned to recruit 
informers from the civilian populace while in Indochina, dur¬ 
ing the war that was also called “the people’s war.” 

The Algerian police were faced with a mission impossible 
as they lacked the intelligence, the capabilities, the organiza¬ 
tion and the means. 

Terrorist acts continued to escalate in Philippeville. 
Aussaresses based with the local intelligence service, the 


gendarmerie, and the police. He enlisted the help of judges 
and other government officials, politicians, intellectuals, 
merchants, businessmen, attorneys, journalists, patrons of 
the brothels, cafes and nightclubs. And often members of the 
FLN ratted on each other. 

Feverishly, Aussaresses made a list of all prominent peo¬ 
ple and mandated a census of the population, sleeping only a 
few hours a day, in a race for time. 

Mid July 1955, Aussaresses had learned from the police 
that there was a concentration of 3-5,000 guerillas in the 
woods surrounding Philippeville. An Arab grocer informed 
Aussaresses that he previously had sold a sack of flour every 
three days. Now he was selling two tons at a time and was 
paid in cash. That only meant that a large number of men 
were gathering close to town in the hills and required large 
amounts of food. His informants revealed that FLN agents 

Continued on page 78 


implies guilt,” Aussaresses told AP. “I 
consider I did the difficult duty of a sol¬ 
dier carrying out a difficult mission”. 

“Everybody knew. Everybody 
knew,” he said. “We reported not 
directly to the government but to the 
local authorities, including to the gov¬ 
ernment’s direct representative, the 
governor of Algeria.” 

“The situation was explosive. 
There were threats of bomb attacks on 
all sides. I needed information, to 
gain time and I couldn’t afford to hes¬ 
itate. Torture is very effective. Most 
people break and talk. Afterwards, 
for the most part, we would finish 
them off. Individual human lives 
count little for me, including my own. 
I was tough on my enemies, but also 
on myself,” He said. 

Prime Minister Lionel Jospin said he 


was “deeply shocked” by the account. 
French President Jacques Chirac was 
“horrified” at the declarations of 
General Aussaresses and condemns the 
atrocities, acts of torture and summary 
executions. 

Aussaresses’ Legion of Honor, the 
highest honor in the French military, 
has been revoked. The military is con¬ 
cerned that its reputation has been 
smeared. The French Cabinet formally 
forced him out of the army, the first 
time that such a disciplinary action 
had been taken in 20 years. He can no 
longer appear in military uniform. 

The Paris-based League of Human 
Rights filed a lawsuit against the 
General for being an apologist for 
crimes and war crimes. International 
Human Rights Federation wants the 
general to be charged with crimes 


against humanity An Algerian 
court has accepted a suit filed by 
the relatives of an FLN fighter they 
alleged died after being tortured by 
Aussaresses. A parliamentary com¬ 
mission of inquest has been estab¬ 
lished. 

General Jacques Norlain wrote 
that “soldiers wage war on the 
orders of politicians and together 
with terror victims are among the 
only people to die for faults they did 
not commit.” 

Apparently, soldiers have to wage 
the war in the courts and the public 
arena. Alone. —M.B. 

NEXT: Will Aussaresses face pros¬ 
ecutions for war crimes , crimes against 
humanity and torture? 
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Springfield Armory 

MIA Scout Rifle 

A Weapon That Can Do It All 

Text & photos by Chuck Karwan 


an one rifle actually per¬ 
form such diverse roles as a 
general-purpose tactical 
rifle, sniper rifle, tactical 
entry gun, target rifle, close 
and long range hunting rifle with rea¬ 
sonable efficiency in all areas? As 
unlikely as it may seem, the answer is 
yes. In fact, that one rifle, using a vari¬ 
ety of different sighting systems and 
ammunition, can perform every one of 
those diverse roles to a level superior to 
many of its role-specific competitors. 
The rifle I am talking about is the 
Springfield Armory MIA Scout rifle 
mildly tuned and equipped with a vari¬ 
ety of different sighting systems, acces¬ 
sories and ammunition. 


The MIA Scout rifle is a slight varia¬ 
tion on the standard MIA which is in 
turn a commercial semiautomatic-only 
version of the U.S. military M14 rifle. 
The differences include: an 18-inch bar¬ 
rel instead of the standard 22-inch, an 
extremely efficient muzzle break instead 
of a flash suppressor, a forward barrel- 
mounted scope mount base, and a mod¬ 
ified handguard. In a nut shell, it is a car¬ 
bine version of the MIA rifle set up to 
take a long eye relief Scout Scope or red 
dot optical sight. It is available either 
with a walnut or black fiberglass stock, 
the latter being my recommendation. 

The MIA Scout rifle has all the good 
characteristics of its M14 grandfather. 
It is extremely reliable, durable and 


rugged. It has one of the most reliable 
magazines ever put on a military rifle. 
It also has the best combat iron sights 
ever put on a military rifle. It has the 
advantages of being significantly lighter 
and shorter than the M14 and having 
significantly less recoil and muzzle 
jump thanks to its muzzle break. 

One would think that the relatively 
minor differences between the Ml4 and 
the MIA Scout would not make much 
difference, but it does. The result is an 
incredibly versatile and flexible 
weapon system. 

I have owned one of these for sever¬ 
al years and have tested three others. 
Yet another advantage for the MIA 
Scout has surfaced. In spite of the fact 
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that none had specially selected match 
grade barrels and none were originally 
glass bedded, all would shoot sub-1.5 
minute of angle (MOA) with ammuni¬ 
tion they liked. Indeed, my personal 
rifle and one other will break MOA on 
a regular basis. The folks at Springfield 
have also noticed that this model con¬ 
sistently shoots better than it should, 
but are at a loss for an explanation why. 

Being an engineer by education I put 
my mind to the problem and believe 
that I have an answer. I believe that it is 
a serendipitous combination of several 
factors. First, the shorter barrel does 
away with the slim whippy part of the 
MIA barrel, in effect making the barrel 
much stiffen Second, the aluminum 
scope base sleeve that is clamped to the 
barrel with socket screws cannot help 
but stiffen the barrel even more, as well 
as serve to dampen barrel vibrations. 
Finally, with the 4-inch-shorter barrel 
the bullet leaves the barrel before the 
operating system begins to move to any 
significant degree, thus limiting the 
extraneous vibrations set up by the pis¬ 
ton and operating rod moving while the 
bullet is still in the barrel. All of the 
above combined makes these rifles 
more accurate than you would expect. 

If you take one of these already accu¬ 
rate rifles and have it tuned by some¬ 
one that knows their business, this 
accuracy can be enhanced even more. 
In fact, unitizing the gas system with 
the front band and glass bedding the 
receiver, are often enough to get consis¬ 
tent sub-MOA capabilities. 

The secret to getting versatility 
from this rifle is in the selection of 
accessories, sighting systems, and 


ammunition. By using different combi¬ 
nations, the rifle can be configured to 
handle different roles to an incredibly 
efficient degree. Not every configura¬ 
tion or role that I will cover will be of 
interest to everybody. Some will apply 
more to police, some to the military 
and some will apply mainly to civil¬ 
ians. I will leave it up to you to judge 
the versatility and applications that 
you might find useful. 

First, I have one general observa¬ 
tion: The muzzle break that comes stan¬ 
dard with this rifle is extremely effi¬ 
cient. It cuts down muzzle jump sub¬ 
stantially making shot recovery much 
faster and quick follow up shots or 
rapid fire much easier than a similar 
rifle without such a muzzle break. Tests 
with the muzzle break removed or 
replaced with a conventional flashhider 
do not detect any detrimental effect to 
accuracy by the muzzle break. 

The only advantage any of the other 
excellent 7.62mm NATO combat rifles 
like the FAL, G3, M14, SIG 510-4, AR- 
10, or BM59 may have over the MIA 
Scout is a slightly higher muzzle veloc¬ 
ity if they have a significantly longer 
barrel. One should note that the stan¬ 
dard German G3 (H&K 91) and Italian 
BM59 military rifles have barrel 
lengths of only 18.9 in. and 17.7 in. 
respectively anyway and consequently 
little to no difference in muzzle veloci¬ 
ty difference from the MIA Scout. 

The slight ballistic difference in 
favor of the longer barrels as found 
with most FALs and full sized M14s is 
not important at normal combat or 
hunting distances. At least out to 400 
yards, the shorter rifle can do anything 


the longer ones can, is much handier, 
and has faster shot recovery. 

Iron Sights 

I would rate the MIA Scout rifle 
with just its iron sights to be a better 
general purpose combat rifle than a 
full-sized M14, FAL, G3, or SIG 510-4 
because of the above stated advantages. 

In many tactical situations the 
7.62mm NATO cartridge has major 
advantages over the 5.56mm and other 
assault rifle cartridges when it comes to 
penetration, defeating cover and accu¬ 
racy in heavy wind. For police or civil¬ 
ian self-defense use it should be rou¬ 
tinely loaded with the superb Homady 
TAP (Tactical Application Police) 
ammunition with 110- or 155-grain 
highly frangible bullets to prevent over 
penetration. I particularly recommend 
the TAP load with a 110-grain bullet 
because of its low recoil, tremendous 
wound ballistics and unlikelyhood of 
over-penetration. Full metal jacket 
ammunition should be retained strictly 
for engaging targets behind cover. It 
takes a hell of a big tree to stop an FMJ 
150- to 175-grain .308 bullet. 

This same configuration can also be 
used in NRA type high-powered rifle 
competition in the NRA Match Rifle 
category, particularly if you exchange 
the standard rear sight on this rifle for 
the M14 National Match model with 
finer adjustments. In spite of its M14 
heritage it can not qualify for the 
Service Rifle category because of its 
shorter barrel and other differences 
from an M14. It has the accuracy with 
match grade ammunition to be compet¬ 
itive and because of the effective muz¬ 
zle break I can shoot this rifle faster 
and better in timed and rapid fire than 
I can the full-sized MIA Match rifle. 

Put a five-round magazine in this 
rifle and use a good .308 hunting load 
appropriate for the game being hunted 
and this rifle is an excellent close range 
hunting rifle for use in the tall timber 
or thick jungle. 



Rather than a flash suppressor the MIA 
Scout Rifle has an extremely efficient 
muzzle brake (above) that cuts muzzle 
jump down to almost nothing with most 
loads, (right) MIA Scout rifle with a 10X 
Springfield Mil-Dot Government Model 
scope and mount with a Harris 
bipod .This rig could be used as a mili¬ 
tary or police sniper rifle or as a long 
range hunting rifle. 
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Scout Scope 

When this rifle is equipped with a 
long eye relief Scout scope, as popular¬ 
ized by Jeff Cooper, it becomes an even 
better tactical and hunting rifle because 
of improved aiming ability. Typical 
Scout Scope magnification is between 
2X and 3X with examples available 
from Burris, Leupold, Springfield Inc. 
and others. Most people find that with 


a little practice keeping both eyes open 
this setup is as fast or faster to use than 
with iron sights. 1 have shot big game 
with such a scope out to 200 yards with 
no problem and would be confident at 
even longer ranges. 

The Scout Scope should be installed 
using quick detachable rings like those 
offered by Leupold, so that backup iron 
sights can be used if needed. I have the 
peep sights pre-zeroed and then just 



The MIA Scout rifle with its excellent iron sights can be 
used as a combat/tactical rifle, a hunting rifle, or a com¬ 
petition rifle. 


Four sighting systems com¬ 
bined with the MIA Scout 
Rifles iron sights give this 
rifle incredible versatility. 



(above) An Aimpoint red dot sight mount¬ 
ed on the MIA Scout rifle’s forward mount 
position makes the MIA a superior wood¬ 
land hunting rifle , a better tactical rifle, 
and an excellent entry gun for police and 
military type tactical entries. 


(above)The MIA Scout 
with a Springfield Sniper 
scope. This is a superb 
police or military sniper 
rifle, sniper support 
rifle, designated marks¬ 
man rifle, or what ever 
the current buzz word is. 


(above) Adding the Scout 
Scope to the MIA Scout 
makes it an even better 
tactical rifle and hunting 
rifle, (left) The 2X 
Aimpoint shown here 
gives the MIA Scout both 
the advantages of a low 
powered scope and those 
of a red dot sight. 




turn the elevation knob down all the 
way to get it out of the way, recording 
the number of clicks needed. I can pull 
the scope off and crank up the rear iron 
sight the required clicks in just seconds. 
The Leupold quick detachable (QD) 
rings also allow the scope to be remount¬ 
ed quickly with no loss of zero. Recently, 
a friend using Leupold QD rings took 
his scope off and remounted it after 
every shot in a five-shot group. The 
group was still well under one MOA. 

The Scout Scope allows accurate 
enough shooting out to at least 200 
yards that it can actually be used in the 
police sniper, precision marksman, or 
counter sniper role. A head shot at 100 
yards using the Homady TAP ammuni¬ 
tion is ridiculously easy. Most modern 
police snipers would scoff at such low 
powered optics, but WWI1 British, 
Russian, and American snipers did 
tremendous work out to 600 yards with 
only 2.2-3X optics not nearly as sharp. 
Typically police-sniper engagements 
are at well under 100 yards. 

The forward mounted Scout scope 
offers a number of other advantages 
over a conventional receiver mounted 
scope beside those already mentioned. 
It allows open access to the rifle’s 
action for reloading and clearing of 
stoppages. It allows carrying the rifle 
by wrapping your hand around the 
action. In extremely cold weather it 
puts heat and moisture from the shoot¬ 
er’s face and breath well away from the 
scope so as not to frost it up. The Scout 
scope takes some getting used to but 
once you are comfortable with it, it is 
extremely efficient. 

Red Dot Sights 

The installation of a red dot sight in 
the forward position of the MIA Scout 
makes this rifle a better general pur¬ 
pose combat or hunting rifle than it is 
with just iron sights in much the same 
way as a Scout scope does. However, in 
this case the advantage is not so much 
an improvement in aiming precision, 
but speed of aiming, particularly in 
poor light conditions or with multiple 
targets. This type sight is the fastest to 
use in almost any circumstance which 
is why it is so popular in action shoot¬ 
ing competition. 

Among illuminated red dot sights 
Aimpoint has the most rugged and 
waterproof version on the market 
according to recent tests that resulted 
in the adoption of the Aimpoint Comp 
M-XD by the U.S. military: Also, these 
sights have tremendously long battery 
life ranging from a minimum of 200 
hours up to as much as 1,000 hours 
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depending on temperatures, duration, 
and intensity settings used. 

This type sight lias no critical eye 
relief and eye position does not matter 
because it has no parallax. The red dot 
catches the eye and contrasts extremely 
well with any reasonable game animal 
or tactical target. 

This rifle loaded with Hornady TAP 
110-grain ammunition and an AimpoinL 
sight with a 3 MOA dot would also be 
my pick for the single best entry long 
gun there is. Currently, most of the mil¬ 
itary and police pros are using .223 M4 
carbines or 9mm MP5 submachine 
guns in this role. I prefer the MIA 
Scout because with the 110-grain 
Hornady TAP load it has no discernible 
muzzle jump and it hits twice as hard 
as a .223. Each 110-grain TAP bullet is 
the ballistic equivalent of two 55-grain 
5.56mm bullets at about the same 
velocity. Terminal wound ballistics in 
either flesh or gelatin has to be seen to 
be believed. In tests conducted on ani¬ 
mals a hit several inches from a bone or 
the spine will break them. Over-pene¬ 
tration is extremely unlikely. 

Why a rifle as an entry weapon? 
Long hallways such as at Columbine 
High School can easily offer shots out 
to 100 yards that require the precision 
and effectiveness of a rifle. The other 
primary reasons are much higher preci¬ 
sion and less danger of collateral dam¬ 
age than a shotgun and quicker, more 
decisive, and reliable incapacitation 
than a submachine gun. 

Aimpoint has a 2X red dot scope that 
I have recently tried with my MIA 
Scout. It has most of the advantages pre- 



Just a few of the many different types of 
.308 ammunition available to give the MIA 
Scout its incredible versatility. They range 
from the Hornady 110 grain Tactical 
Application Police load to the Lapua 
Match. Note the sexy black bullet of the 
Winchester Premium 165 grain load. 

viously mentioned but its 2X magnifica¬ 
tion and 1.5 MOA dot allow for aiming 
precision nearly equal to that of a Scout 
Scope. This would be an excellent 
choice for hunting and general utility 
use and maybe for combat applications 
as well. However, it does offer a signifi¬ 
cantly smaller field of view than my 
Scout Scope or Aimpoint CompM-XD. 

The MIA Scout has yet another capa¬ 
bility denied most other tactical rifles. 
The Aimpoint CompM-XD red dot sight 
has two night vision settings that allow 
shooting with night vision goggles. The 
forward mounting position prevents 
interference of the scope with the gog¬ 
gles. Optionally, with an Aimpoint 
mounted on the barrel mount at the 
right height, a night vision scope can be 
mounted in tandem on the receiver 
behind it. The Aimpoint’s zero is 


retained with or without the night vision 
sight in place. I tried out such a setup 
with a borrowed night vision scope and 
could make accurate hits at 100 yards in 
conditions so dark that nothing could be 
seen with the naked eye. Interestingly 
the red dot shows up as green in die 
night vision sight. 

Receiver Mounted Scopes 

The original M14 had a single posi¬ 
tion scope mount as part of its receiver 
design. While generally satisfactory, 
experience with this mounting system 
in Vietnam indicated that something a 
litde stronger and more secure was 
desirable. Eventually a two-position sys¬ 
tem using the stripper clip guide for the 
second position was developed. There 
are several two-position mounts for the 
MIA series of rifles on the market 
including the Brookfield, the McCann, 
and Springfield Armory’s own. 

I have one of the latter fitted to my 
MIA Scout that can be installed in less 
than a minute with remarkable repeata¬ 
bility of zero. It currently wears a 
Springfield Armory 10X Mil Dot 
Government Model 3rd Generation 
sniper scope with 30mm tube and illu¬ 
minated reticle. 

The illuminated reticle allows accu¬ 
rate shooting in any light conditions 
with any background that still allows 
target identification. While this is not a 
night scope I have used it in semi-dark 
conditions where I could not have 
taken the shot with iron sights or a con¬ 
ventional scope. The Springfield scope 
mount is just high enough that the 
shooter can see the peep iron sights 
underneath it for situations where the 
scope would be too slow, unusable, or 
inappropriate. The shooter just uses a 
head position with a conventional 
cheek weld for the iron sights and a 
chin weld for the scope. 

This is a deadly accurate rig that will 
shoot sub-MOA all day with certain 
loads and not much larger groups with 
almost any quality load. I would prefer 
this set up to any bolt-action sniper 
rifle for police or military work. A pri¬ 
mary reason is the ability to take near 
instantaneous follow-up shots if the 
first shot misses or is deflected by an 
obstruction between the shooter and 
the target. Another is the ability to keep 
up steady covering fire so a downed fel¬ 
low officer or civilian can be extracted 
out of the killing zone. 

In the police tactical marksman role 
I would again strongly recommend the 
Hornady TAP ammunition, particularly 

Continued on page 78 
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Springfield Armory MIA Scout Rifle 


SPCCIf lCA TIONS 


Caliber: 7.62mm NATO 

Operation: semiautomatic via gas piston with rotating bolt 
Fegd mechanism: 5-, J0-, or 20-round box magazine from the bottom 
Weight empty: 8.5 pounds 
Length overall: 40.14 inches 
Barrellength; 18 inches 

Sights: post-type front with protective ears, peep-type rear fully adjustable with one- 
minute clicks. National Match sights have half-minute windage clicks and a 
rotating hooded aperture that allows half-minute elevation changes. 

Furniture: wood or synthetic stock w/metal or rubber butt plate and 
synthetic handguard 
Finish: phosphate (parkerizing) 

Accessories: cleaning kit, sling, winter trigger, muzzle break, blank adapter, shell deflector 
Manufacturer: Springfield. Inc. 

420 West Main Street 
Geneseo, IL 61254 
(309) W-5631 

T&E summary: A reliable and accurate battle rifle that is one of the best and most versatile 
of its breed. 
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July moved to a close, it 
was business as usual in 
the Colombian counterinsurgency: 

• In the dark of the early morning 
hours, the last day of the month, a 
FARC column of approximately bat¬ 
talion strength, 500-600 men, 
launched a violent assault on a com¬ 
pany base blocking access to the 
productive heartland of Cordoba. 

• On the border of Venezuela, an 
ambush waited for the latest ship¬ 
ment of arms and ammunition to be 
sent by corrupt elements of Caracas’ 
armed forces to the insurgents. 

• Throughout the country, the police 
moved forcefully to end blockades 
of major highways set up by farmers 
protesting everything from imports 
to exports; even as the capital itself, 
Bogota, was brought to a standstill 
by a wildcat taxi strike that saw yel¬ 
low cabs come to a stop at all key 
intersections. 

• And in Washington, Congress grap¬ 
pled again with the issue of U.S. aid 
to Colombia. 

It was the fighting in Cordoba 
which was of most interest. Though 


machineguns toward the guerrillas. 

What the audience did not see was 
the remaining two hours which showed 
more than 60 insurgents go down — 
this from a single weapons platform. 

So prodigious was ammunition 
expenditure by the Blackhawk mini¬ 
guns that ammunition had to be flown 
into a forward staging area so that the 
aircraft could engage in a deadly game 
of tag team, with at least one on station 
at any point in time. 

Hardly had the smoke of the battle¬ 
field lifted, when Bogota went into grid¬ 
lock. Ironically, it was this display 
which seemed to be replayed in 
Washington. 

There, the anti-Vietnam War left, 
still smarting from its loss of El 
Salvador and Nicaragua to democracy, 
mobilized yet again, putting out 
instructions on the net as to the best 
way to influence lawmakers to end all 
assistance to a country fighting for its 
democratic life. The activists found a 
receptive audience in the usual circles, 
a hard core group which had yet to find 
a foreign policy challenge it could not 
reduce to platitudes and cant (aka PC). 

As for lawmakers in general, the 
common denominator was near total 


tionship with the U.S. which has never 
ceased, and a healthy supply of US 
weaponry, everything from 106mm 
recoilless rifles to 105mm howitzers to 
40mm anti-aircraft pom-poms. 

To listen to the debate in the U.S. 
Congress, it was fortunate it did! Not 
only is the weaponry still in use, but it 
seems unlikely that Colombia will ever 
get anything again from the U.S. save 
whatever is deemed irrelevant and 
inappropriate — thus non-controver- 
sial. It is indeed a tough time to be 
fighting an internal war. 

As one former high ranking State 
Department official aptly commented 
recently, “Politicians have to have a 
ready supply of doggie bones to throw 
to the wolves who constantly surround 
them, and I would not be surprised to 
see the Bush Administration (or any 
U.S. administration) decide Colombia 
is an expendable bone to be thrown to 
the hounds.” 

He continued, “Sad perhaps, but 
my job isn’t to pronounce moral or 
ethical judgments, rather to spread 
wide open the corpse of the freshly 
slain goat and examine (and analyze) 
the entrails as best I can.” 

A sound point. Colombians, of 




the attack by the insurgents of the 
Fuerzcis Armadas Revolucionarias de 
Colombia , or FARC, had been well- 
planned, launched under cover of 
night, and came in overwhelming 
strength, it had not counted on the 
ability of the Colombian air force 
(FAC, Fuerza Aerea Colombiana ) to 
bring on station everything from AC- 
47 and Blackhawk gunships to OV-lOs. 
The results were spectacular, 

Glued to their television sets, 
Colombians were able to witness a brief 
segment of gun-camera footage from the 
AC-47. Like a scene from Predator , it 
showed the hapless neon-green shapes 
scrambling for non-existent cover even 
as FLIR guided the .50-caliber heavy 


ignorance of the realities on display in 
the likes of the Cordoba fight — which 
occurred but several hours flight from 
Miami. Colombia’s professed friends 
sounded at times as though they were 
more interested in supporting 
favorites than in helping a friendly 
nation with longstanding ties to the 
U.S. — and a deplorable habit of con¬ 
sistently coming through for us when 
the chips were down. 

Colombia had even fielded a battal¬ 
ion in the Korean War, a unit which 
ended up much decorated (to include 
our awards) but paid for the glory in 
blood. When it came home, it brought 
not only the medals but also two more 
valuable commodities: a military rela- 


course, in contrast to American law¬ 
makers, recognize that it’s their carcass 
that’s lying there. For them, day after 
weary day, there aren’t any bones to be 
thrown away, only “the real thing.” 
Absent a ticket to Miami, entrails are 
going to remain right where they have 
splattered. 

Those who do go to the U.S. make 
good copy for the American press, 
which likes to paint a picture of every 
Juan Valdez and his burro jumping on a 
coffee boat and washing up in Miami. 
But the presence of close to half a mil¬ 
lion displaced Colombians in the U.S. 
(though no one really knows) only 
serves to spotlight the reality — most 
Colombians don’t go anywhere. If they 
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Shortages of airframes are a significant problem. The logistics workhorse of the war is the 
Russian Mi-17. 


did the logical thing and actually 
washed up in copious numbers, the 
gringos would have to pause and take a 
stab at a serious foreign policy discus¬ 
sion, as they did when the Haitians and 
the Cubans poured in. 

Playing devil’s advocate here, per¬ 
haps we all should start supporting the 
goal of the human rights cartel and 
advocate a total U.S. pullout. There are 
those, in Colombia itself, who have 
long felt the best thing for their country 
would be to tell the U.S. to take a hike. 
After all, they argue, “Who has the drug 
problem?” 

Colombia as a society is as opposed 
to drugs as any other place, for Bogota 
has for more than a decade experienced 
the corruption, crime, and economic 
distortion narcotics bring. Yet, when all 
is said and done, those issues could 
probably be dealt with. 

Pontificating politicians like to think 
that it is the U.S. that has Colombia 
over a barrel and thus can make 
demands. Au contmire , would seem the 
logical response. 

Where the U.S. Fits In 

Reduced to its simplest essence, the 
operational reality “down there” is that 
the communist insurgents of FARC have 
become completely integrated with the 
drug industry — and, increasingly, have 
gone into business for themselves. 

FARC has fewer than two score 
major base areas which support its 
operations (see map). These are linked, 
for troop movement and supply, by 
mobility corridors, which further 
branch out to reach main areas of oper¬ 
ation. The Colombian army (COLAR) 
has been systematically reducing both 


of those. It is severely hampered by its 
lack of operational funding, or it would 
be moving at a quicker clip. 

COLAR has proceeded on the basis 
of identifying, prioritizing, and attack¬ 
ing the mobility corridors in each FARC 
area, so as to prevent access to populat¬ 
ed zones, by either guerrilla units or the 
much larger maneuver warfare columns 
(see Sept and Oct 2001 issues of SOF). 
It is the battle over these unseen “high¬ 
ways” which has driven much of the 
action of the last several years. 
Beginning in 2001, the army moved on 
to attacking the base areas used to “gen¬ 
erate” FARC combat power. 

Our $1.3 billion in “Plan Colombia” 
support is overwhelmingly devoted to 


the operations directed at just one of 
those base areas, that in Putumayo (a 
small department in the extreme south). 

Colombian political support for our 
participation derives from the same 
personalities who have made such a 
hash of the war in general. Their 
motives can be attributed to a mix of 
logical and illogical reasons. At heart is 
the misguided notion that only by 
pressing ahead in a search for “peace” 
can Bogota retain the backing of 
Washington and its European allies. 
Though strategically this stance can be 
supported, the operational implemen¬ 
tation has been an embarrassing mess 
which has placed the country at risk. 

Militarily , though, support came 
from the entreaties of the recently 
resigned Minister of Defense, Luis 
Ramirez, to the military that it not act 
upon its intention to refuse the aid 
package entirely — the military’s moti¬ 
vation being to avoid precisely the sort 
of meddling inherent in the recent 
debate. The military was convinced by 
Ramirez that the politicos would cover 
the “meddling front,” while the mili¬ 
tary could create a firewall of sorts by 
carving out a Joint Task Force South 
(JTFS) area (Putumayo and Caqueta) 
for “Plan Colombia” operations. 

The material benefit to the military, 
it was argued, would on the surface be 
substantial: in numbers and equip¬ 
ment, the 3 x “heavy” battalions of the 
Counter-Drug Brigade (CD BDE) would 
equal the heart of the Colombian strate¬ 
gic reserve, the 3 x BRIM (mobile 
brigades). Plus the number of heli- 



General Jorge Enrique Mora Rangel (left) and COLAR’s second-in-command, MG Nestor 
Ramirez Mejia . 
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copters to be provided, about 60, would 
equal the approximate total that could 
be fielded by the air force and army avi¬ 
ation combined. 

Against this, though, the Colombian 
military has weighed reality: when all 
is said and done, the U.S. is funding a 
brigade which is going after a base area; 
and the U.S. is providing a helicopter 
force, most of which is aged (though 
refurbished) and weighted down with 
armor to the point that each helicopter, 
according to COLAR sources, can carry 
fewer than half a dozen troops. 

In contrast, the 20-year-old Black- 
hawk, the combat workhorse of the war, 
is normally loaded with two squads, or 


18-22 personnel. The low numbers of 
troops that can be put on the ground in 
a first wave make any operation a prob¬ 
lematic exercise in terms of time and 
space (and presentation of potential 
targets). Further, funds for interdic¬ 
tions and the like, though having bene¬ 
fit, are not true force multipliers in the 
war effort. 

One may quibble about particulars 
here, but the Colombians have reached 
the logical conclusion that our involve¬ 
ment generally supports our goals, not 
theirs. It is obvious, then, that where 
the hostile Congressional faction’s 
argument falls down is in viewing our 
assistance as crucial to the Colombians. 



FARC's PLANS 

In a key meeting, its seventh party conference (there have been eight, none 
since 1993), held at Cubarral, Meta, 4-14 May 1982, FARC outlined its 
“Strategic Plan for the Taking of Power” (Plan Estrategico pra la toma del poder). 
This was to take place in three phases - offensive, governance, defense of the 
revolution — over a period of eight years (1982-90). 

The priority task to implement this design was to create a revolutionary army 
capable of taking on the security forces, an army of 28,000 men in 48 fronts. The 
eastern mountain range, Cordillera Oriental, was to serve as the key base from 
which the offensive would be launched, as the “center of strategic deployment” 
(centro de despliegue estrategico). 

To fund this endeavor and to gain manpower, FARC opted to exploit narcotics 
(and to increase its existing involvement in kidnapping and the drug trade). By 
taxing all facets of the drug trade, it would obtain money. By protecting and con¬ 
trolling production areas, it would not only secure its income but recruit from 
the marginalized. 

Captured shortly after FARC’s Seventh Conference 
(normally rendered in Colombia with the Roman 
numeral, thus VII Conference), the official party text 
of this proceeding, mimeo, 41 pages on legal-size 
paper, and titled simply Infoima Central a la Septima 
Conference , has long been available in Colombia in 
photocopy. Also useful is a FARC publication, Historia 
de las FARC-EP (no publications data, original in cloth 
wraps), which contains discussion of conferences and 
plenums from the II Conference to the 25-27 
December 1987 Plenum. 

Myriad such FARC documents have come into the 
hands of the authorities over the decades of the con¬ 
flict. Summaries and assessments are in circulation. 

All major Colombian security force units have access 
to a “Power Point Paper” titled Conferencias-Plenos , 
which presents the main conclusions and directives of 
important FARC congresses and plenums (both regu¬ 
lar and enlarged). Long since reduced to virtual boil¬ 
erplate for widespread, continuous dissemination, the 
“paper” has lost all original identification and publications data. 

The VII Conference itself has been closely analyzed, as has the “Strategic 
Plan.” Though the plan has been amplified (especially at the VIII Conference in 
April 1993) and revised slightly — principally as concerns anticipated time 
frame (clearly, a 1990 victory did not happen) — it remains the basic strategic 
document towards which all FARC activities are directed. 

— T.M. 



This it is not. If we pull out, their 
internal war effort will not be seriously 
affected. The people who do the fight¬ 
ing have believed this all along. 

Where we are important is in gener¬ 
al support, such as through the M1L- 
GRP, but even these areas are “add¬ 
ons.” None involves amounts of money 
or services which Colombia could not 
handle (and it could certainly contract 
for services directly itself). 

Indeed, in a worst case scenario, 
Colombia could fund its own war; and 
there are alternative sources for every¬ 
thing the U.S. presently supplies, from 
equipment to training. “Soviet Bloc” 
gunships, for example, as best can be 
discerned, have not appeared in the 
Colombian inventory only because the 
level of bribes being demanded has 
thus far been too high. 
Yet the hardware has 
been available, as have 
been maintenance pack¬ 
ages. 

Thus the tail wags 
the dog — not the other 
way around as some in 
Washington seem to 
think. 


COLAR Strategy for Victory 

Even as such contro¬ 
versy swirls about, the 
Colombian military is 
determined to survive 
the political games and 
to press on with its pre¬ 
sent approach, thus to 
take the fight to FARC: 
minimally, placing it in a situation 
where it is willing to negotiate in good 
faith, something it has not done up to 
this point; maximally, driving it from 
the field. 

This is not far-fetched. The 
Colombian Army (COLAR), guided 
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operationally by the thinking of its 
Commanding General (CG), General 
Jorge Mora, and his Director of 
Operations, MG Ospina, has subjected 
FARC to close scrutiny in order to 
arrive at a dynamic concept of opera¬ 
tions, the ongoing phase of which is 
called simply “Plan 2001.” 

Their, assessment is that FARC is 
extremely vulnerable. For it is in reali¬ 
ty a stunted political movement — still 
in search of a viable mass base — 
which has militarized itself to the 
extent that it is a target for a military 
response accompanied by a supporting 
level of development (civic-action) and 
area domination (either by a revitalized 
police force, a newly formed militia, or 
other means). 

FARC has reached critical mass and 
become a dangerous opponent due to 
its ability to recruit from a particular 
fragment of Colombian society (the 
rural poor, especially those tied into the 
drug production/trade cycle) and to 
maintain funding external to that frag¬ 
ment (drugs, kidnapping, extortion). 
This places it in “free rider” status with 
respect to society and exposed to 
assault at its critical nodes. 

These, COLAR, which has assumed 
the leading role in counterinsurgency 
planning in default of national leader¬ 
ship, judges to be the base areas and 
the mobility corridors, without which 
FARC would be capable of only the 
low-level guerrilla activity which char¬ 
acterized it in the past. 

What the FARC switch to maneuver 
warfare in 1996 meant on the ground 
was that guerrilla and terror actions 
were used to spread out government 
forces, which then could be defeated in 
detail by columns (columnas) deployed 
in what were essentially light infantry 


units using appropriate tactics. These 
were augmented by support from 
homemade mortars (ramplas) and 
armor, as well as sappers trained in the 
Vietnamese fashion. 

Yet absent FARC roots amongst the 
population, FARC formations, whether 
guerrilla or maneuver warfare, were 
largely dependent upon supply lines 
and base areas. Last year, COLAR com¬ 
pleted a series of actions designed to 
disrupt or cut the major mobility corri¬ 
dors being used to project FARC power 



(above) Teenage FARC who was hit three 
times in a firefight with COLAR forces. She 
was treated tenderly, and the entire 
episode videotaped to prevent the 
inevitable charges of “human rights viola¬ 
tions. ” (below) As recently as the after- 
math of the intense fighting of July 1999, 
when FARC's powerful effort to attack east¬ 
ward out of the Zona was roundly defeated 
by MG Ospina’s IV Division, bodies were 
simply displayed. Since that time, though, 
in deference to the fact that the insurgents, 
too, are Colombians — albeit seriously 
misguided ones — corpses are covered. 


out of the eastern plains ( llanos ) and 
the Zona (for map, see Oct 2001 SOF). 
This year, while continuing to attack 
the mobility corridors as divisional tar¬ 
gets, COLAR-coordinated operations 
are targeting the base areas. 

As COLAR assesses the battlefield, 
base areas are “generators of action.” 
These it further categorizes as “genera¬ 
tors of combat power” ( areas generado- 
ras de poder de combat ), those whose 
main function is to produce the where¬ 
withal for FARC to wage internal war, 
and “generators of direct action” (areas 
generadorns de acciones delictivas ), 
those used as staging areas for assaults 
aimed at facilitating FARC expansion. 

Both types of base areas have been 
hit by recent COLAR major operations. 
This is particularly the case of the base 
area of 16 Front (see map), for this was 
the area seized (left position of the two 
on the map) in the important March 
2001 operation, “Black Cat” (Gato 
Negro). The base occupied a central 
position in the FARC supply scheme, 
for it was a key link in the exchange of 
coca for arms. 

It is by eliminating such critical 
nodes that COLAR plans to cause the 
progressive contraction of FARC’s 
power projection capabilities. Unable to 
use local forces to dominate the areas 
thus seized, the military has engaged in 
imaginative positioning and rotation of 
units so that a vacuum is not merely 
seized against by the insurgents. 

Complementing this has been limited 
civic-action, a burgeoning use of infor¬ 
mation warfare, and enough special 
operations, normally at the initiative of 
the brigades, to keep FARC formations 
off balance. The police, who at present 
are the principal local force, have 
remained virtually outside the structure 
of joint planning for counterinsurgency, 
this despite being administratively 
under the Ministry of Defense (which at 
one time had operational control over 
the police, this control now exercised by 
the Ministry 7 of Interior). 

In certain respects the COLAR 
approach resembles that of U.S. forces 
in Vietnam under General Westmore¬ 
land. The difference, though, is signal: 
the COLAR strategy* is predicated upon 
a determination that the center of grav¬ 
ity of FARC — a Marxist-Leninist 
movement committed to seizing power 
(see Sidebar), supposedly for the peo¬ 
ple — is its limited mass base. 

While it is in form a classic insur¬ 
gency 7 following the Maoist approach, 
as filtered through the Vietnamese and 
the FMLN of FI Salvador, its mass line 
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and united front components are 
severely underdeveloped, leaving only 
the military component. That compo¬ 
nent is subject to disruption by the nor¬ 
mal (if fairly complex) application of 
operational art and sound tactics. 

Whether such a strategy can be suc¬ 
cessful depends upon any number of 
factors, not least of which is enhanc¬ 
ing COLAR mobility and sustainabili¬ 
ty of units in the field. The most 
immediate factor here is enhanced 
operational funding. 

This cannot be overemphasized. 
Equipment shortages, naturally, are 
severe. In June 2001, for instance, only 
two of the air force’s 6 x C-130s were 
operational due to lack of spare parts. 
Even so, it was the allocation of meager 
funds sufficient for only half the neces¬ 
sary flight hours which was devastating. 

In a tangible sense, the funding 
needed to purchase, in particular, air¬ 
craft, as well as the other components 
for an improved tempo of operations, 
depends upon the state of the economy, 
but this appears to be steadily if slowly 
improving. 

Yet more important is the intangible, 
the political will to allocate a growing 
proportion of the budget to counterin¬ 
surgency needs. For this to happen, 
Colombia apparently will have to wait 
until the presidency changes hands in 
August 2002. 

What is to be Done? 

Overshadowing all other factors at 
present is the lack of leadership by 
President Pastrana. With a year 
remaining in office, the President is 
already viewed as a “lame duck.” Fears 
are high that he will attempt one or a 
series of final desperate gestures to 
conclude some sort of agreement — 
even if completely sham — with FARC. 
In most circles, however, it is felt the 
system contains enough checks to be 
able to block any moves fraught with 
disaster for the country. 

Meanwhile, the leading candidates 
to replace him have all spoken private¬ 
ly of the need to take a more realistic 
approach to the coun terinsurgency. The 
shadow cabinets of the frontrunners 
have been actively gathering informa¬ 
tion and soliciting proposals for a new 
course when there is a change of power. 

This reduces any calculation of the 
future to a stark query: can the security 
forces “hang on” in the absence of sys¬ 
temic mobilization for internal war? 
This would seem likely, for the situa¬ 
tion is not critical —just bad. 

The most ironic feature of the 


Colombian war is the relative ease with 
which the mess could be sorted out. 
Unlike the Vietnam and El Salvador 
conflicts, creation of institutions, to 
include those of civil society, is not nec¬ 
essary. Reform is necessary — and that 
is quite a less complicated matter than 
wholesale construction. 

In particular, the mechanisms of gov¬ 
ernance and economy are of long stand¬ 
ing and do function well when allowed 
to do so. Corruption is not so pervasive 
that it could not be rooted out. 

Just as fundamentally, the shield 
behind which reform must take place is 
sound — the security forces are one of 
the most coherent and competent orga¬ 
nizations in the country. What is 
urgently needed, then, are: 

• A National Campaign Plan. “Plan 
Colombia” was a statement of strate¬ 
gic vision rather than a plan. The 
closest thing to an actual counterin¬ 
surgency approach is COLAR’s ongo¬ 
ing effort against the mobility corri¬ 
dors and base areas, called “Plan 
2001.” This, by default, is the guid¬ 
ing concept of the struggle but is not 
systemic mobilization directed 
against the insurgents. A key element 
of that mobilization must be the con¬ 
stitution of local forces, adequately 
controlled by integration with the 



Coca seized in an operation. FARC has 
become so integrated into the drug trade 
that it is now inseparable from it. This 
allows it to operate without a substantial 
mass base. 



regular security force structure. 

• Political Leadership. There is no one 
running the war — there are many 
small wars being run simultaneous¬ 
ly. Principal blame for this rests with 
the befuddlement and corruption of 
elements of the national political 
class, exacerbated by the lack of 
leadership displayed by President 
Pastrana. By default, COLAR is thus 
directing the fight; yet it is but one 
branch of the armed forces. 

• Coordinated, Integrated Effort. 
Colombia as a system is not 
involved in its own struggle. 
Though commendable initiative has 
been shown by some government 
organs, others, in particular the 
offices of the Fiscalia (Attorney 
General) and Procuraduria (Solicitor 
General), have proceeded as though 
an internal war was not raging. 
Within the military itself, though 
great strides have been made in fos¬ 
tering a joint approach, even the 
forces falling under the Ministry of 
Defense are not integrated into a 
coordinated effort. The police, who 
have done an excellent job at neu¬ 
tralizing insurgent efforts to build 
urban infrastructure, have alienated 
the other services through their pre¬ 
vious, overly close relations with 
the U.S. and thus are not integrated 
into COLAR’s “Plan 2001” or any 
other national scheme. Yet they are 
the first line of defense. 

• An Appropriate Legal Framework. 
Emergency laws and regulations 
have not been passed (though a first 
step was taken as this issue pre¬ 
pared to go to press). In their 
absence, it is difficult to expect sus¬ 
tained progress to be made in restor¬ 
ing the national writ over alienated 

Continued on page 77 
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Part II Of the Nigerian 419 Scams 

By Frank Hdpkins 


I ast issue, we cited examples and gave an overview of the 
problem of AFF (advance fee fraud), or as it is known by its 
section in the Nigerian criminal code, “419” scammers. It is 
big business. The U.S. Secret Service receives some 100 calls 
and 300-500 letters a day from people approached in Nigerian 
419 scams — three of whom have already lost money. It is seri¬ 
ous business. It can be a very 
ugly business as well, for its ties 
to world-wide organized crime 
and its rotting effect upon the 
social fabric of Nigeria. 

For well over a decade, vari¬ 
ous iterations of the Nigerian 
“419” fraud have been bilking 
billions from victims world¬ 
wide by soliciting them for 
fraudulent schemes, purporting 
to suck illicit gains from forgot¬ 
ten government accounts, from 
unclaimed invoices for ser¬ 
vices, and the like — always in 
the millions — which they will 
generously share. All you need 
do is help them by letting them 
use your bank account to put it 
in. Once we accept the fact that 
this is facilitated by the com¬ 
mon human failings of gullibili¬ 
ty and nascent greed, we have 
to ask, how can this go on for 
so long without official action. 

As in, since the term itself 
“419” comes from the section 
of Nigerian criminal code that 
outlaws such scams and frauds, 
isn’t it against the law? 


While in no way denigrating the millions of honorable and 
hard-working Nigerians, themselves often the victims of these 
or similar scams, the simple answer is that it has not been in 
the interests of sufficient Nigerian banking and governmental 
officials to close such scams down. Noted the “Australiatrade 
Bulletin Board,” ...when you report this to the Nigeria 

Government Authorities they retort 
by saying they should lock you up 
for Treason for Conspiring to 
Defraud the Government and peo¬ 
ple ofNigena. Bottom line: don’t get 
sucked in telling the Nigerian 
Government. It’s a waste of your 
time and resources , this scam has 
been going on for years, plenty of 
time for the Nigerian Government 
to close or shut down these opera¬ 
tors. You can see this money laun¬ 
dry scheme is a real good money 
earner for Nigeria 

How good? Howard Jeter, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
African Affairs at State, told the 
House International Relations 
Committee’s Subcommittee on 
Africa, “approximately 30% of 
heroin intercepted at U.S. ports of 
entry in recent years was seized 
from Nigerian-controlled couri¬ 
ers, and already Americans lose $2 
billion annually to white collar 
crime syndicates based in Nigeria 
(emphasis ours). According to the 
fraud-risk specialists Adkisson 
Consulting, these fraudulent 
schemes have become the third 



No one is safe from Nigerian scammers — not even former 
Nigerian strongman Generai Ibrahim Babangida. After 
Babangida lost the reins of power he was in a good capital 
position with a business empire — but subsequently lost 
millions to repeated hits by local fraudsters. 
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largest industry in Nigeria! 

It is a big business with its own international infrastruc¬ 
ture and even established training schools with handbooks for 
turning out more professional fraud operatives , which accounts 
for the unfamiliar precision and polish on the new genre of 
scam letters sent out electronically. And not only are banking 
and governmental officials either complacent or actually 
involved, the Nigerian legal code itself works to the favor of 
the scammers, and to discourage any victims from seeking 
their funds back, or from pursuing criminal justice. 

Through The Looking Glass 

The U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of International 
Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs noted, “there has 
been little success in prosecuting these perpetrators. One 
explanation is that only 5-10% of AFF victims will come for¬ 
ward and report an incident. Other reasons are: 

• AFF victims may not want to admit they were defraud¬ 
ed, and involved in what they were led to believe was an ille¬ 
gal proposition. 

• Victims may believe they can recoup their losses by con¬ 
tinuing to play out the fraud. Criminals rely on this logic, 
referred to as ‘gambler’s mentality,’ resulting in more losses 
for the victim. 

• Victims may believe if they report the fraud they will be 
prosecuted under U.S. law as a co-conspirator. At least one 
U.S. court has upheld civil forfeiture of the proceeds attrib¬ 
uted to AFF. 

• Sections 5 and 6 of the Nigerian Presidential Decree of 
April 1995, make receipt and/or possession of a fraudulent let¬ 
ter by a victim an offense. [!] This may deter victims from 
returning to Nigeria to aid in the prosecution of these crimi¬ 
nals.” (emphasis ours) 

And, consider the theater where this drama unfolds: 
Transparency International has awarded Nigeria the dubious 
distinction for 2000, as being the most corrupt nation on earth 
(the joke among Lagos cabbies is that Nigeria tried to bribe 
Pakistan to take first place, so Nigeria would only be second). 

On a semi-regular basis, the Central Bank of Nigeria feels 
obliged to issue a press statement warning potential victims 
of the 419 scams, and piously washing their own hands of 
such matters. One recent such issuance said, The “business 
proposals'* should ordinarily have put any respectable individ¬ 
ual on inquiry. However driven by greed and the urge for quick 
money, many have ignored the warning by the Central Bank of 
Nigeria ... The CBN governor has stated that the bank has 
“spent over $4 million (N400 million) in placing warning 
advertisements in over 80 newspapers and magazines in 12 
languages in 36 countries” since 1996. 

Seen in some quarters as like the madman who scrawls 
“Please stop me before I kill again” on the wall in his victim’s 
blood, the Central Bank of Nigeria’s governor further called 
for “the establishment of a national inter-agency committee 
that would properly and more effectively coordinate the fight 
against financial fraud.” 

The lady surely doth protest too much, as time and time 
again Central Bank of Nigeria officials have been caught 
white-collar deep in the mire they pretend to abhor — and 
not just clerks and couriers, the electronic trail has gone all 
the way to the top. 

Taking Names And Kicking Assets 

Although some find plenty of room to criticize the lack of 
effective action by officialdom, credit has to be given to 
Nigeria’s Fourth Estate who, representing the moral majority 



Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo, leader of a new Nigerian 
regime that has given world leaders reason for optimism , speaks 
before the World Conference Against Racism last September in 
Durban , South Africa. Interestingly ; Nigeria was the only African 
nation at the conference to state that reparations were not necessary. 


of the country, are doing what they can to shed light — and 
hopefully spur corrective action — on the 419 frauds that are 
damning the country’s potential for world trade. In a gutsy 
bit of investigative reporting in The News magazine, reporter 
Obiora Nwosisi listed the top 20 419 kingpins by name. In 
case some may sound familiar to you, we will in turn list 
them here: 

1. Fred Ajudua aka Dr. Coker 

2. Ade Bendel 

3. Victor Okafor aka Ezego 

4. Dele Llori 

5. John Nebolisa 

6. Banji Balogun 

7. Obi Eze, aka: Tanko Ibrahim, Chief Bola Ige, 

Phillip Asiodu, Prof. Inus Haruna, 

Prof. Sharafa Gambari, Ufot Eksette 

8. Shina One Ore 

9. Tunde Adaba 

10. Tayo Osekita 

11. Solomon Agbaja 

12. Chief C. Onucha 

13. Bright Eseguze 

14. Tope Eleti 

15. Prof. Peller 

16. Collins Eze 

17. Aminu Isiaka 

18. George Chidera 

19. Osara Onaiwu 

20. Obina Okoroafor 

If you wish to access the International Investigation 
Services web site (http://superhighway.is/iis), you can view 
some 180 pages (and growing) listing the usual suspects. 
Even these identified 419 scammers, however, are but the tip 
of the iceberg: police investigative files contain tens of thou¬ 
sands, but are not publicly accessible. 

Anathemas Or Folk Heroes? 

How far up does the corruption go? With no indictments 
of honourables thus far, and with the kingpins of officialdom 
protected by layers of expendable underlings, it is hard to 
quantify. There can be little doubt, however, that even in the 
highest circles, despite official pronouncements to the con- 
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trary, these billion-dollar frauds and those who conduct them 
are socially acceptable. A case in point would be Ms. Siobhan 
O’Donnell of New York, who in 1997, was scammed out of 
$330,000 by Moses Agwuna, Chukwudi Agwuna and Ms. 
Uchenna Agwuna. As this crime was committed in New York, 
the Secret Service and FBI have arrest warrants for them in 
the United States. The Special Fraud Unit of the Nigerian 
Police has identified and declared the Agwunas wanted for a 
variety of fraud-related crimes in Nigeria. On 6 January, 
Nigerian Vice President Atiku Arubaker went to Eastern 
Nigeria and was a guest in the Agwuna home , as widely report¬ 
ed in the Nigerian press. 

Not only does Nigerian law favor the perp over the vic¬ 
tim, it would also seem to be a pervasive official attitude. 
Following the logic of a John being as guilty as a hooker, it 
is hard to argue against the concept of a mutuality of guilt in 
many if not most 419 cases, but this premise ignores the 
lack of predisposition on the part of the victim/co-conspira- 
tor and displays an interesting official double standard that 
would equate one’s leaving his keys in the car, to being guilty 
of auto theft. 

In an interesting exchange between the director of the vie- 


418 fls Interactive Entertainment 

Had Sam Clemens and Allen Funt ever shared a jug, 
their reaction to 419 scammers might well be that of 
“John Smith,” a Boeing retiree now living in Texas, whose 
friend received one of the “I’m an orphaned prince, need 
your help to smuggle my father’s cash/diamonds/gold out 
of Sierra Leone” letters. When shown the letter, “Smith” 
realized its comedic potential, and dangled the bait: What 
could be more fun than scamming a scammer? Keeping 
complete recordings and transcripts of messages by 
phone, fax and email (and photos of sacks of corn pur¬ 
ported to be “gold”), “Smith” has built one of the most 
amusing multi-media websites that deal with the 419 
problem, tracing the con from its inception to its climax. 
“Smith” arranged to meet the “prince” in Ghana, and “for 
identification” the scammer — now the Mark — stood 
under the Independence Arch in Independence Square, in 
a red hat, hopping on his left foot, flapping his arms and 
running around like a chicken, while being surreptitious¬ 
ly filmed by the intended victim. It did not end there, but 
space prevents us from giving away any more of the hilar¬ 
ity (which would be grist at least for a Funniest Home 
Video and possibly the basis for a Danny DeVito movie) 
but check out “John Smith’s” web site at www.buddvweis- 
erman.com and you can even log in your own witty mes¬ 
sage to “Prince Jubril ” We are fortunate that “Smith” is 
not a scammer in real life, as he is creative indeed. 

Another who realized the creative possibilities inher¬ 
ent in the “I got a scam letter” scenario is Oregon author 
Brian Wizard. He thought about it and, being a writer, 
decided to risk a few grand for travel in pursuit of a story. 
He got the story, which he is publishing as a work of “his¬ 
torical fiction.” The volume is entertaining, is spot on — 
more historical than fiction — and one of the best tools 
available to illustrate how 419 scams work. Log on to his 
web site at www.brianwizard.com for more infonnation 
on his adventures, and information on how to get his book 
Game Over. — EH. 



Nigerian Vice President Atiku Abubakar (right) attends a Martin 
Luther King commemorative service in Atlanta last January with 
Sen. Max Cleland (D-Ga.). One year earlier the vice president 
spent his New Year holiday at the eastern Nigeria home of 419 
scammers who have warrants out for them in the United States and 
Nigeria, according to Nigerian press sources. The idea of interna¬ 
tional scammers with highly placed friends in Nigeria is often dis¬ 
tressing to the international police community. 

tim’s advocate organization “419 Coalition” and the Nigerian 
Assistant Crisis Investigator [i.e. damage control spin doc¬ 
tor] Godson Etiebet, Etiebet stated, “The solution to this 
problem, is that at this point, the two or several countries of 
these originalities will come together under a known legal 
consensus to prosecute the victim. This is the only way this 
mischief could be drastically reduced.” 

The 419 Coalition spokesman responded, “[this is] not 
even worthy of consideration until Nigeria starts prosecuting 
en masse the perpetrators. Surely you would not suggest that 
the money-losers in these things be prosecuted and the 
money-makers get away with it Scot free. And keep the 
money. Which is generally the case in these matters?” 

With nothing left to play but the race card, Etiebet replied: 
“this unfounded campaign against Nigeria is a direct attack 
against her social, economic, political, cultural and legal 
development and prosperity. This attack has grossly and 
awfully affected Nigeria and Nigerians, It has affected 
Nigerians inside and outside Nigeria. This unfounded and 
frivolous attack is similar to the frame up attack on the 
blacks across the world via AIDS/HIV.” 

Riiiight, 

The distressing aspect of that exchange is that this official 
apparently takes an attack on Nigerian scam artists and fraud 
to be an attack on Nigerians in general — and for him to 
think that, he would have to view Nigerians in general as 
scam artists, which is not the case. Just as the 5% of “com¬ 
munist” countries who were actually communist flavored the 
whole country, a similar percentage of crooks if in positions 
of influence or if unfettered can flavor a whole country’s eco¬ 
nomic scene. And there can be scant doubt on the face of it 
that 419 crimes in Nigeria are regarded as absolutely the 
problem of — if not the fault of — the victims, and a practice 
widely acceptable in social circles. 

“Government Collaborators 39 

It might be well at this point to survey how the honorable 
majority of Nigerians, and the good Nigerian cops, view the 
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419 situation. In a cover story entitled “Government 
Collaborators” in the Lagos paper The News , reporter Obiora 
Nwosisi summarized, “the racket is definitely not without 
the knowledge and at times active connivance of security 
agents, government agencies, and known collaborators.” 
Nwosisi recounted incidents of Nigerian government involve¬ 
ment in 419 scams, to include calls in to the main switch¬ 
board of the Central Bank of Nigeria (for example) in which 
victims got the bank number from Lagos directory assistance 
and asked for 419 scammers by name and have been put right 
through to them; cases where victims were escorted into the 
vaults of CBN to be shown the money available for their 
“deal” — and who subsequently picked the perps from an 
authenticated photo lineup in the U.S. that included high 
CBN officials. One victim met with Nigerian diplomatic 
corps officials at consulate facilities in California — both the 
personnel and facility a matter of public record — to vet a 
“proposal” and he subsequently lost $75,000. The national 
telephone company NITELs historical inability to track 419 
telephone and fax numbers and their account holders makes 
one wonder, how do they manage to bill for their services? 
You’d think they could muster one or two, since according to 
the 419 Coalition some 60,000 various phone numbers are 
listed in the files of the U.S. Joint Task Force on West African 
Fraud as having been used for 419 scams — and thousands 
have been made a matter of public record by International 


Ihe News also mtei, “There are very few 
certainties ta life bet oae of them least sorely be that 
wherever fraui is beiog committed the Nfgerfaos will 
be sonewhere hear the freet ef the qee. As eee 
cooioientalor observel, If there were a World Cap 
ter freed, the Nfgerfaes woold wie ft every tine.’ ” 


Investigative Services. According to the 419 Coalition, when 
pretense and obfuscation do not work, Nigerian government 
officials have been caught in outright and demonstrable lies 
— in writing — in references to arrests that were not made. 

When some 3 million scam solicitation letters were dis¬ 
covered in a single stash, according to Nigerian press sources 
a syndicate comprising employees of the Nigerian Customs 
Service, the Federal Airport Authority of Nigeria (FAAN), 
and the Nigerian Postal Services (N1POST) were responsible. 

Observers hope for a change in the moral tone of Nigerian 
government and finance under the new regime, but past 
complicity in the 419 scandals by financial and governmen¬ 
tal officials in Nigeria is a readily demonstrable fact. 

“Nigeria has the largest number of dummy corporations 
on the African continent,” the News continued, “the largest 
number of business scams, and, as a result of those, probably 
the largest number of fictitious government offices anywhere 
on this planet.” 

African “Slick Willies” 

Lagos paper This Day reported that, addressing a news 
conference in Lagos, Mr. Ade Ajakaiye, commissioner of 
police in charge of the Special Fraud Unit, publicly accused 
some Nigerian lawmakers in the National Assembly of being 
involved wiLh 419 and other criminal activities, and of refus¬ 
ing to honor police “invitations.” “The lawmakers are hiding 


under the cover of being honourables for four years,” he said 
— noting that four years was not such a long time. “When 
they have finished their tenure, they will come back to us: 
419, murder and drug cases have no expiry date.” 

According to the State Department’s Bureau of 
International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs, “prof¬ 
its obtained in AFF are often used to support other more vio¬ 
lent crimes such as narcotics trafficking. In the early 1990s, 
Nigerian drug traffickers expanded their operations to 
include AFF, which is less risky, does not require much trav- 


Making a Good Boy Go Bad 

One would think that people in the business world for 
any length of time would have enough street smarts not to 
fall for such transparent appeals to the weaker side of 
human nature. But nooo! In fact, it seems those in the 
business and financial realm only fall harder, then seduce 
themselves into being the medium that would in turn bilk 
their associates to help cover their own assets. Some of the 
best convictions to date (these were not, of course, in 
Nigeria where scammers appear to be a semi-protected 
species) have been of business professionals who were 
looking to make a big score and got stung, then bilked their 
own contacts in turn hoping to pull their chestnuts out of 
the fire, subsequently got busted and are now doing time. 

One victim-cum-scammer who paid the ultimate price 
for living in a nation of laws is Nelson, New Zealand 
accountant Kerry Francis, now serving 4-1/4 years on 18 
charges of fraud, theft and forgery. Francis ran an account¬ 
ing business in Trafalgar Street with more than 200 trust¬ 
ing clients and was well respected until “I was sucked 
into the Nigerian investment scheme. I stuffed up. I was 
naive and foolish ... I should have got out. They would 
pressure me. They were threatening to expose me to the 
media ... Francis told reporters he “went off the rails” 
after being “sucked in” by the Nigerians — and proceeded 
to use his clients’ money in an attempt to extricate his 
own funds from the Nigerian swamp. 

Although those who wield it have noted that power is 
the greatest aphrodisiac, the most seductive and addictive 
drug is greed, as well illustrated by the case of 
Massachusetts businessman Glenn Elion. Now doing fed¬ 
eral time for wire fraud, Elion is also faced with the 
prospect of making $3,495,697 is restitution when he gets 
out. According to the U.S. Attorney’s Office, Elion’s fall 
from grace began with a 1995 call from a Nigerian calling 
himself Frank Chuba, who told Elion they could share 
millions in U.S. currency if he would but put up the cash 
for chemicals to clean it of a black substance put on it to 
preclude its theft. By May 1996 Elion had gone through 
some $700,000 of his own money, and had begun enticing 
others in his circle of associates to send theirs. He told 
some he needed the money to secure funds he was owed 
on a Japanese consulting contract, and others he was try¬ 
ing to bring millions of dollars back from Taiwan. Waxing 
creative, he forged many documents, even Secret Service 
letters and agent signatures (oops!). By December of 
1998, Elion had schmoozed some $3.5 million from 
friends and associates and even family members, accord¬ 
ing to government documents. All the money, of course, 
went to Nigeria, and Elion went to jail. 
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el, nor the movement of contra¬ 
band. According to the Nigerian 
Drug Law Enforcement Agency, 
drugs and financial fraud are inex¬ 
tricably intertwined in Nigeria. 

Conservative estimates indicate 
that about 30-40 percent of heroin 
that moves throughout the world 
is either moved by or its move¬ 
ment is controlled by Nigerian 
criminals.” And, like organized 
criminals everywhere, they are 
not above violence. More than a 
dozen people who have traveled 
to Nigeria in a vain attempt to get 
their money back are known to 
have been killed, including 
Americans. There is utterly no 
one they will not fleece: They 
have, of recent, specifically been 
targeting churches and charitable 
groups with a variety of scams tai¬ 
lored for their particular gullibili¬ 
ties; one church lost $75,000. And 
even the former military dictator 
General Ibrahim Babangida, one of 
a long line of dictators reputed to have drained national cof¬ 
fers, was himself separated of N800 million by a scammer 
who was supposed to purchase transmitting equipment for 
Babangida’s Triple Heritage media complex. Still waiting for 
that scammer to show with his equipment, the general was 
subsequently bilked of another N212 million on another 
deal. Other Nigerian notables scammed include generals, 
wing commanders, admirals, chiefs, governors and promi¬ 


nent members of the clergy. 

Poster Child of Innocent 419 Victims 

An interesting case is that of a 
gutsy but naive immigrant citizen 
named Shala Ghasemi, of Tampa, 
Florida. A nurse working with her 
physician husband at a clinic in 
Tampa, Mrs. Ghasemi had never 
even heard the word “scam” when 
she was contacted late last year 
by the 419 scammers in Nigeria, 
who told her a contractor had 
died and left millions to her hus¬ 
band. Although shocked, when 
the packet of forged official docu¬ 
ments arrived she was convinced, 
and thus began the familiar walk 
of the innocents down the 419 
primrose path. 

Tracking her money from 
bank to bank to bank, to an out¬ 
fit in Nigeria by the name of 
Atlantic Precision, Mrs. Ghasemi 
was finally referred to the man 
who ended up with the money, 
and ... he said that is their business; ‘this is the way we 
live.’ I told him I am going to call the police at Nigeria and 
I am going to send a letter to the Nigerian president. He 
said he didn’t care and used an excessive amount of pro¬ 
fanity towards the president and the police. Then he pro¬ 
ceeded on by saying that this is another way of income 
besides the oil that is coming into the country. He said the 
president and government knows about this. He also pro- 
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Once the hook is set, the victim is hit with a series of 
unexpected fees, licenses, expenses and a blizzard 
of counterfeit, officious documents. 



A lthough they always hope better, 
most Third World dictators 
inwardly know their gig can’t last 
forever, and the way to play a win¬ 
ning game is to thoroughly ravage the 
finances of your country and have it 
set aside in offshore accounts, where, 
if you know when to fold ’em, with a 
little luck during the terminal days of 
your regime’s collapse you can go 
rejoin your money. Sometimes this 
works, and sometimes it does not, 
but one way to get your hands on a 
lot of stashable cash is to run up 
huge international debts in your 
country’s name, and siphon off as 
much as you can as these funds are 
supposedly used for national purpos¬ 
es. The financial instruments repre¬ 
senting these national debts are then 
traded back and forth on the interna¬ 
tional market — a murky venue at 
best — by various well-heeled specu¬ 
lators (usually banks) until they are 
ultimately paid off and retired as a 
successor regime tries to put the 
country back together. 

There appears to be growing evi¬ 
dence indicating that the Nigerian 



government ( per se, not a particular 
regime) has taken a beating at the 
hands of international bankers. At 
best, they could be characterized as 
having taken advantage of Nigeria’s sit¬ 
uation and, according to their detrac¬ 
tors, at worst having at least facilitated 
if not been complicit in illegal scams 
themselves, designed to soak the 
Nigerian treasury. 

Nigerian businessman John Fashanu 
was the catalyst for what became 
known as the Fashanu Report , wrought 
on his behalf over a considerable peri¬ 


od of time by indefatigable French 
investigator Pierre DeMonte, after 
Fashanu stumbled upon what appeared 
to be high-dollar chicanery, in a routine 
background check of some contemplat¬ 
ed business partners. We quote from an 
interview' with Fashanu and DeMonte 
by George Noah and Richie Johnson of 
the Nigerian newsweekly The News. 
DeMonte’s investigation indicates that 
Americans Robert Minton and Robert P 
Smith worked with the collusion and 
“tacit approval” of international bank¬ 
ing organizations to manipulate 
Nigerian debt instruments. DeMonte 
stated, “Nigeria’s reputation has been 
tarnished by numerous reports of corrup¬ 
tion and financial scams which gave 
Minton and Smith the perfect environ¬ 
ment and opportunity to engineer this 
bold sophisticated financial fraud The 
point is they would not have been able to 
do this without the willing participation 
of what we have come to know as the 
most solid banks in the world . If you look 
at it, these banks actively helped launder 
the money and conspired against other 
debt holders ofNigeiian debt to sell their 
debt for cents on the dollar, so that 
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ceeded on by using curses and also by threatening.” 

She looked up the number of the CBN president, and 
called him at work. She was told by the person who answered 
the phone at the bank to call the bank honcho on his private 
number, which he gave her. She did so and the man who 
answered the phone, not knowing the jig was up, proceeded 
to tell her everything was A-OK, and asked her to fax all the 
information to a number in London. Yadda, yadda , yadda. 

Some $400,000 dollars poorer but a lot wiser, Mrs. Ghasemi 
went straight to the authorities in the United States and 
Nigeria, and with courage and tenacity she’s not letting it go. 

Although Mrs. Ghasemi is yet to get back the money she 
was beat out of, it’s a safe bet the scammers will wish they 
had never picked on her. Unlike the 90-95% of victims who 
haven’t the guts to take on Nigerian organized crime, she 
went straight to the authorities, and has gone as public as she 
can without compromising the ongoing U.S. federal investi¬ 
gations. As we write this, she has informed Soldier of Fortune 
that there have just been nine arrests in the United States 
related to her case, and while cooperating fully with the 
Secret Service et al., she’s not just sitting back and waiting for 
things to happen. 

She has received permits to picket the White House dur¬ 
ing the state visit of the new Nigerian President Obasanjo, 
which is due as we go to press with this issue. A ray of light 
on Nigeria’s political horizon, it is hoped President Obasanjo 
will have the courage and will be able to muster enough sup¬ 
port at home to facilitate the housecleaning that the govern¬ 
mental and financial institutions of his country so desperate¬ 
ly need if they are to take their place in the family of nations. 
And to help the new Nigerian President focus on the prob¬ 
lem, American Citizen Ghasemi will be exercising her First 
Amendment rights while he visits Washington. Let’s hope she 
gets a lot of press, as one courageous person such as her may 


be all it takes as a catalyst for the other 90% of the victims to 
find their own courage and come out of the shadows so the 
true scope of this problem, and the underlying social and 
political ills of which it is but a symptom, may be addressed 
by our Nigerian friends, and the world community. 

Tomorrow 

And, there may be reason for hope. The new administra¬ 
tion of President Olusegun Obasanjo has sufficiently 
impressed Western nations that various types of govem- 
ment-to-govemment aid are beginning to flow to Lagos. The 
U.S. Army has sent a large detachment of Special Forces to 
professionally train Nigerian troops, whose seconding to 
various UN operations provides a great deal of national 
income, and U.S. law-enforcement agencies are supplying 
aid in the form of equipment and training, and co-ordination 
with other police agencies. These efforts have born fruit, and 
arrests are increasing within Nigeria. In light of the overall 
problem, they would have to be characterized as a drop in a 
very large bucket, but they at least represent a step in the 
right direction. 

A recent international TV broadcast from Nigeria featured 
current official efforts to combat the 419 problem, showing 
confiscated electronic equipment and alluding to arrests hav¬ 
ing been made. The U.S. ambassador appeared on the show, 
praising Nigerian efforts and cooperation with international 
police agencies, noting that many of the Nigerian 419 opera¬ 
tors have been driven from the country. 

Honest Nigerians, and the world community, can at least 
hope that these represent a change in direction that, lead by 
a democratically elected and morally oriented new adminis¬ 
tration, will continue. 

Frank Hopkins is a frequent contributor to SOF. 


Minton and the banks could make hun¬ 
dreds of millions ... The fraud revolves 
around how they bought the debt, yvho 
they employed and the banks they con¬ 
spired with in the scheme , essentially 
that is the crux of the storyC* 

The reporters asked, “These are the 
so-called reputable international 
banks?’* 

“Yes.” DeMonte replied, “ Chase 
Manhattan, Solomon Brothers, Bank 
Boston, Bank Austria, Ansbacher Ltd , 
Maryland National Bank (Luxembourg), 
Goldman Sachs of New York, Bank of 
America, Standard Chartered Bank of 
London and the largest bank in the world 
Citibank Some of these banks acted as 
the holding or nominee banks. These were 
the banks in the scheme that knew exact- 
ly what was happening ... Many of these 
banks are currently under investigation 
for other money laundering offenses... 
Chase Manhattan is so important because 
they were the official registered agent for 
all promissory notes for Nigeria. Chase 
knew all the details of all the holders of 
promissory notes issued by the Nigerian 
government ... anytime a Nigerian note 
was created , transferred or swapped, 


Chase Manhattan knew about it.” 

The reporters asked how the IMF 
and World Bank fit into rite scandal and 
the investigators mince A no words: 
“The very same IMF and World Bank that 
are currently big news with various scan¬ 
dals being exposed worldwide . It’s the 
same IMF and World Bank everybody 
falsely believes is this great big wonderful 
organization that financially assists Third 
World countries in emerging markets and 
developing countries programmes. These 
financial institutions [IMF and World 
Bank] were set up to suppress Third 
World countries and keep them under 
control with money from the rich capital¬ 
istic institutions that want to control the 
human and natural resources in these 
developing nations.” 

Joint Fashanu noted, “By p resettling 
these facts , we Will educate the public 
about the dubious characters within the 
banking industry, which in recent years 
proved themselves to be unprincipled 
and totally profit motivated. In conclu¬ 
sion let me reiterate that there are those 
within the financial community who see 
Nigeria's assets as something they must 
plunder. What they must be taught is 


that Nigeria has a government now 
committed to anti-corruption and it is 
this government that sets the moral 
tone and culture and like most things , 
ethics starts at the top. Our people 
cannot exist on hope. They need 
money. We need the looted money/ back 
in Nigeria ... 

For details on the mechanisms 
allegedly used by these accused 
defrauders, the reader is referred to 
the web site for the Nigerian 
Democratic Movement: http;//www. 
gamji.com/NFWS6Q.htni . 

The Fashanu investigative files 
have been publicly turned over to 
appropriate U.S. federal and 
Nigerian taxation and la\y-enforce- 
ment agencies. It will be interesting 
to see how this other side of the coin 
turns out. Fart of the conventional 
wisdom in oil-rich Nigeria is that 
they are poor because they have 
been robbed by the international 
banks, and this idea is often trotted 
out as a valid rationale for scamming 
and defrauding Westerners per se 
out of billions. 

— F.H. 
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Visa/MC) to SOF, Attn: Classified Dept., 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303. Phone: 303-449-3750 ext. 300; 
fax; 303-444-5617; e-mail;hetty@sofmag.com. 

Notice To Advertisers: We reserve the right to refuse any ad for any reason and to delete or change any copy that we con¬ 
sider objectionable, false or in poor taste. It is our policy not to accept advertisements for personal services, including ‘will do any¬ 
thing’or‘go anywhere’type ads. Advertisers offering information packets for a fee must send sample (non-returnable). 



Unique Gifts 
for 
Men 


spyoutlet.com 


Your direct source for 
Surveillance/Countersurveillance 
Electronic Devices 
Mini spy pinhole cameras 

• hidden video • wireless video 
• vehicle tracking • bug detectors 

• phone tap detectors • voice 
changer • 12 hour telephone tape 

recorder $125 00 • locksmithing 
tools * disappearing ink pens 
• and more 


for Catalog genii $5 00 to: 

SPY OUTLET 

2463 Niagara Falls Blvd 
Tonawanda NY 14150 (718) 695-8660 


PAPER WEIGHTS 

Made from 1/2 lb. solid brass. 
Polished to a smooth finish 

Other styles & alum, available 

You agree that you are over 18yr to order 

Send check or money order to C.I.B. 

6340 S. Rural Rd. #/ 19-167S 
Tempe, AZ 85283 • 480-755-9779 

usa bra ssknuckles @hotmail . com 



95 

Plus $4.95 S&H USA 
No Shipping to: CA. MAorNY 


SOLD AS NOVELTY ONLY! NOT AS A WEAPON 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 



Built to last 

Buy 
Factory 
Direct 


SAVE ON SELECT SIZES 


• America's #1 Arch-Type Manufacturer 25X34 * 30X46 

• 20 Year Warranty jinvcA mvi iz 

• Easy Financing Available HUADO • DU A 1 10 

• Easy Do-It-Yourself Conslrudion 

• Free 16 Page Brochure 


Call Today I 800 526-1110 



DRIVER'S LICENSE 


8P8PENPED?J 1 

LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A LEGAL 
DRIVER'S LICENSE FAST AND EASY. 

NEW AND UNIQUE METHOD WORKS 
EVERYTIME REGARDLESS OF YOUR 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. 
EQB..$OME..VEBY-B.EVEA LING.INFORM ATION! 

QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPT. S12 
\ P.O. BOX 192, LINCOLN PARK,MICHIGAN 48146 



FREEDOM THROUGH PREPAREDNESS. 

Quarterly survival newsletter, life membership and 
more. First issue free. One year $10.00. LFI, Box 375, 
Dolton, IL 60419-9998. 


Assert your 
PRIVACY RIGHTS! 

■ Stop Big Brother snooping! 

• Thwart hackers 

• Protect your assets 

• Increase your real wealth 

■ Protect your credit/ 

identity/family/ freedom 



It's None of Your Business, A Complete 
Guide to Protecting Your Privacy, Identity, 
and Assets New 4th edition! $19.95 


Complete cyber-software privacy package 

- Internet, email, firewall, encryption, anti¬ 
hacker software, illustrated manual $129.95 


PMI Enterprises, 13110 NE 177th PI #247, 
Woodinville, WA 98072 
(877) 234-2854 www.privacyteam.com 
VISA/MC/AMEX/Money Orders/Cash 


Extended Slide Lock For isms^ui 



GLOCK® 


• DROP IN REPLACEMENT • FITS IN ALL HOLSTERS 
Manufactured in U.S.A. by: 

Ranch Products P0 BOX 145 Malinto, OH 43535 


PRESCRIPTION DRUGS COST 50% LESS from 
Europe or Mexico, with or without a prescription! 
We tell you how to buy legally, and reveal 40 very 
reliable English-speaking pharmacies that will 
send anything you need fast, easy, safe, and you 
don’t need a script. Send $19.95 to Peoples 
Pharmaceuticals, P.O. Box 5748, Wilmington, DE 
19808 or visit us at www.kirknews.com 

HOW TO CHANGE YOUR IDENTITY & ERASE 
BAD CREDIT. Call James Doolin 1-800-886- 
2653. juliandoolin@hotmail.com. Available at 
spy stores nationwide. 


HOCK HOCHHEIM’S HAND, STICK, KNIFE, 

Gun Combat Training and CLOSE QUARTER 
COMBAT MAGAZINE. Also Seminars; Videos; 
Books; Manuals. Equipment. 706-866-2656. 
WWW.HocksCQC. com 


NEW WORLD ORDER: THE ANCIENT PLAN 

OF SECRET SOCIETIES and WHO WILL RULE 
THE FUTURE? Both books for $24.00 pp. MPM 
UNIQUE BOOKS, 106 Hollidaysburg Plaza 
#140, Duncansville, PA 16635 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Government assas¬ 
sination conspiracy exposed. Videocassettes, 
manuscripts, photographs, books. Catalog: 
$3.00. COLLECTOR’S ARCHIVES, Box 2, 
Beaconsfield, Quebec H9W 5T6 CANADA. 
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13983 Industry Avenue • Becker, MN 55308 
PHONE 1-763-261-5600 • FAX 1-763-261-5599 
BuSirieiS Hours: M-F 8 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Central Time 
www.dpnislrhC.com • e-mail: dpmsinc@aol.com 
ONUNl ORDERING NOW AVAILABLE! 

AR RIFLES • PARTS • ACCESSORIES 


NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 

FAMILY RECREATION 

Sample Video $24, Mag. $10 
Catalog $3 

LIFESTYLES-SF 

Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 

Elite lacnGal and 
Bodyguard Training! 


Mow available! Bite, hands on professional training in 
the isolation of Ground Zero Compound under International expert 
Marti Yates, l earn all aspects of Tactical and VIP Protection through 
Basic, Intermediate and Advanced courses. Call or send for 


info today. Berkeley S Associates. 



Berkeley & Associates,Inc. 

E-mail: berkassDC@anl.cnm 

3600 Watermelon Rd. Suite 206, DeptSF, Northport, AL 36473 
Tel: (205) 342-3306 • Website: www.GroundZeroUSA.com 


SECURE NEW IDENTITY - 100% Effective - Easy 
~ Fast - Book Shows System. $60.00 Money 
Order. Morphiss Press, Dept. SOF, 1000 W. 4th St. 
#359, Ontario, CA 91762 www.morphiss.com 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND MILI- 
TARY MANUALS. Combat Skills, Weapons, 
Tactics, NBC, more. Catalog $5.00. IIPD/ACCP, 
Box 1237, Alpine, TX 79830 


COLLECTORS 


BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLEC¬ 
TORS. Regimental insignia and accessories of 
elite Regiments; including SAS; Paratroops; 
Royal Marines; Black Watch; Guards, etc. 60- 
page illustrated Import Catalog $6.00. BRITISH 
REGALIA IMPORTS, Department 6A, PO Box 
37, Palm Harbor, FL 34682. 



TERMPAPER assistance. 19,278 topics available! 
Catalog on CD-ROM - rush $2.00. Research, 
11270 Washington Blvd., Dept. EX, Culver City, CA 
90230. TOLL-FREE HOTLINE: 800-351-0222 or 
www.sf.research-assistance.com 



PRIVATE EYE 


Have a life of intrigue, 
excitement, adventure! 
Learn from the REAL 
experts: 

Investigation • Surveillance • Skiptracing 
Start Your Own Business 
State Approved • Diploma Awarded 

Free Brochure! 



Call Or Write 


(310)657-6333 


United States Academy 
of Private Investigation 
P.O.Box2133 (§F) 
Beverly Hills, CA 90213 


VISIT OUR SPY SHOP 

“On The World Wide Web” 

www.spytechagency.com 
“On The Sunset Strip” 
8519-8521 W. Sunset Blvd. 

West Hollywood, CA 90069 
- Web Site Features - 
PI Agency • PI Academy • Spy Shop 
Online over 2500 investigation - surveillance 
countermeasure products, books & videos!! 


INFORMATION SERVICES 

Know who you are dealing with? 


Locate Telephone Number and 
Addresses, Identity Verification, 
Criminal Records Checks, Motor 
Vehicle Reports, Background 
Checks, Business Reports, 
Marriage and Death Records, 
More. Contact: 

JGS Inc. 

P.O. Box 120176, 

Staten Island, New York 10312-0176 
718-984-9012, Fax: 718-356-7256 


EMPLOYMENT 


JOBS! INTERNATIONAL, OFFSHORE OIL¬ 
RIGS, High pay, INFO send SASE to: Offshore 
Publications, Dept. SOF, PMB 111, 3336 
Harrison Avenue, Butte, MT 59701. 



TURN YOUR FAX MACHINE INTO A MONEY 
MACHINE! It really works! Learn what other 
people are learning to make large hunks of 
cash! You’ll be AMAZED by what you’ll discov¬ 
er! For your informative how-to report, send 
$17 cash, check, or money order to: NICK 
RONEY, P.O. Box 235, Roanoke, TX 76262. 

■ Did this get your attention? It’s a “Dingbat.” 
So are ✓ and •. Add them to your SOF classi¬ 
fied ad for $5/each. 

# Let the government finance your business 
idea. Satisfaction guaranteed! Call Now: 1- 
800-226-3601, ext BF7770 

www.NationalinfoCorp.com 
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The Worlds Most Unusual Catalog! 


NIC Law Enforcement Supply 



Catalog 16 
$3.00 


500 Flournoy Lucas Rd. Bldg.#3 
Shreveport, LA. 71106 
Orders Only: (880) 642-0007 
Customer Service: 

(318) 608-1365 

Badges, Patches, Badge Centers, 
Folios, Credentials, Books, Ammo, 
Fugitive Recovery Products, Bail 
Enforcement Products, Bounty 
Hunter Products, Police Equipment 
Body Armor, Key Chains, Passports 
ID Cards, Identification Products, 
Challenge Coins, Custom Badges, 
Custom Credentials, and much morel! 


Refunded on first order! 


REAL STEROIDS 
100% LEGAL 

INCREASE YOUR SIZE AND STRENGTH, 
REGAIN YOUR LOST STAMINA AND VIRILI¬ 
TY. REAL STEROIDS PRESCRIBED TO 
YOU BY REAL U.S. DOCTORS. 100% 
LEGAL STOP WASTING YOUR MONEY ON 
SUPPLEMENTS THAT PROMISE TO 
“INCREASE” YOUR TESTOSTERONE LEV¬ 
ELS, OR “PRECURSORS" AND “STEROID 
COMPLEX”. GET THE REAL STUFF WITH A 
REAL PRESCRIPTION, NO B.S. 

WINSTROL, ANADROL, DECA- 
DURABOLIN, DEPO-TESTOSTERONE, 
AND MANY MORE, AVAILABLE LEGALLY. 
ORDER THIS BOOK FOR STEP BY STEP 
INSTRUCTIONS AND REALIZE YOUR FULL 
POTENTIAL OF SIZE AND STRENGTH. 
INFORMATION PUBLISHERS 
1 HOW TO OBTAIN STEROIDS LEGALLY’ 
$29.95 + $4.95 S&H 

1-866-GET ROIDS 



BUSHPILOT WINGS 


BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
Send $9.95 to: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. Box 211296 
Bedford, TX 76095-8296 
Catalog with purchase -- Allow 4-6 weeks 
http://www.bushwings.com 


NON-RESIDENT NEVADA CONCEALED Carry 
permits. Valid in several states. Legal machine- 
guns for sale. Information at: www.thegunstore- 
lasvegas.com 



FREE HACKER CATALOG! 300 Underground 
Plans, New I.D., Money Making Plans, Mobile 
Magnetic Stripe Readers & Writers. T.I.C., P.O. 
Box 876-SF, Hurst, TX 76053. www.theinforma- 
tion center.com 


■ Did this get your attention? It’s a “Dingbat." 
So are ✓ and •. Add them to your SOF classi¬ 
fied ad for $5/each. 


KNIVES f- BAYONETS 


FREE KNIFE CATALOG - Steele Arms carries 
military, survival, and tactical knives, historical 
reproductions, and fantasy knives and swords. 
Call toil-free: 1-866-515-0320. 



10/22 Semi Auto 
Gatling Gun Kit 

BATF Classified as 
Semi-Automatic 

• Requires (2) 10/22 
Rugers & Mags 

Barhorst Mfg., Inc. 
Russia, Ohio 45363 
937-295-3250 


Elite Training Books 
and Videos! 


The secrets of renowned Tactical and VIP Protection expert 
Mark Vates revealed! Yates' Men in Black bodyguard 
training manual now available for the first time in the II.S. 
Wide range of videos, including professional "Extreme CDB" 
skills in high-risk arenas. Call or send for info today. 
Berkeley & AsDciates, Inc. 



Berkeley Ussociatesjnc. 

E-mail: berkassoc@aol.com 

3600 Watermelon Rd, Suite 205, Northport, AL 35473 
Tel: (205) 342-3306 • Website: www.GroundZeroUSA.com 



BRITISH/SCOTTISH REGIMENTAL 



✓ SWORDS, KNIVES, NINJA GEAR - 

Samurai, Marine, Combat, Concealed Blades, 
S&W Swat, Special Ops, Survival. Throwing 
Stars, Nunchakus, Blowguns, Hand Claws, 
Much More! Best Prices. Same Day Shipping. 
www.1-800-shopnow.com 


MISCELLANEOUS 


RETIRE IN THE ORIENT. Affordable living/ 
incredible nightlife. FREE BROCHURE. DHP, 
Inc., 6433 Topanga Canyon Bl. #205, Canoga 
Park, CA 91303. 818-888-2021. 

TELL ‘EM WHAT YOU THINK! BUMPERSTICK- 
ERS -- CUSTOM MADE! 3 lines or less; 2 3/4” x 
8 1/2” $3.99 ea., OR 2/$6.00: B.R. SHIELDS, 
BOX 5618, Grants Pass, OR 97527. 

NATIONAL CHECK COLLECTION Company. 
Security Check will collect on all returned 
checks. Effective and legal, individual or busi¬ 
ness accounts. 888-734-1105 or www.nscheck. 
com 

AMERICAN BODYGUARD ASSOCIATION. Do 

you have what it takes to be a professional 
Bodyguard? Are you a Bodyguard looking for a 
professional association? Are you a certified 
Protective Services Specialist? American 
Bodyguard Association, 6739 South Emerson 
Avenue, Suite 296, Indianapolis, Indiana 46237. 

TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR HEALTH AND your 
finances! Partner with the world leader in human 
nutrition and e-commerce wealth production. 
Visit http://www.WebHealthBiz.com or call 888- 
211-9104. 


WWW.RIGHTWINGHUMOR.COM. Right-wing 
comedy at its best. No, the Lefties don’t have a 
monopoly on sarcasm! Spearhead Productions 
(312) 671-0909 

50,000 MAPS: Topographic, Tactical Quads, 
Travel, Political, Vietnam, Nevis, Roswell, 
Anyplace! 7700 Air Photos. Catalog $4.00 
(refundable). MONARCH, Box 14490-SF 
Phoenix, AZ 85063. 

SALE: Male Power Pack. Creates/builds mus¬ 
cle, strength, stamina, endurance. Elevate 
Testosterone level 200%. Enhances virility— 
Instant recovery. Safe. 1-800-878-8844 

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Hundreds of programs. 
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com) Free 
recorded message: (707) 448-3210. (8KW5) 


OPTICS 


WORLD’S TOUGHEST BINOCULARS - Full 
line Steiner Military/Marine. Also Nikon, 
Leupold, etc. rifle scopes and binoculars. Great 
prices. (570) 620-9743. www.ysdusa.com 


SELF-DEFENSE 


PROTECT YOURSELF AGAINST ASSAULT! 

Mace, tasers, stun guns, more! Free catalog. Write: 
Keystone, Box 1518-S, Doylestown, PA 18901. 

SELF-DEFENSE PRODUCTS. Pepper Spray. Stun 
Guns, Mace, Hidden Cameras, Tasers, Personal 
Alarms, Voice Changers, and More! Please visit 
www.GuardianSeifDefense.com 



SURVEILLANCE-COUNTER SURVEILLANCE 

Products. Custom orders. Direct from manufac¬ 
turer. Buy direct and save, www.mjelectronics. 
com Phone: 914-699-2294. 

ESPIONAGE UNLIMITED: Your one stop shop 
for surveillance, counter surveillance, privacy, 
new ID’s and new identity, asset protection, 
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LOST DOCUMENTS REPLACED 


SEND $2.00 for 12-PAGE CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS / CERTIFICATES / MEDALS 
UNIVERSITY / COLLEGE / HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 

Couch Potato Publishing 

443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 


covert weapons, Investigations, and more. (802) 
864-0951. www.espionage-store.com 



SURVIVAL SCHOOL - (WWW.WeTeachU.Corn), 

Seven Day program, Complete modern and 
primitive techniques, meals included. WLC, 
435sf Sandy Knoll, Chateaugay, NY 12920. 

DAVID ALLOWAY’S SKILLS OF SURVIVAL. 

World renowned wilderness survival training. 
U.S., Mexico, Australia. Distributor of Australian 
Mark III Survival Kit. DASOS, P.O. Box 772, 
Dept. SOF, Presidio, TX 79845. 1-877-371-2634, 
www.skillsofsurvival.com 

SUPERIOR TRAINING for Professionals! 
Maritime Security, Executive Protection, 
Counter-Intelligence, Corporate Investigations, 
Tactical Firearms, Business Intelligence, 
Technical Surveillance. P.O.S.T, Approved! 
Enterprising Securities (770) 723-1683 or 
www.enterprisingsecurities.com 


S 
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20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 
FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
“Video Available” 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 — (406) 846-1000_ 


ti# 


U.S. GOVERNMENT LAND 


II 


Federally owned land currently available in AK, A2, AR, CA, 
CO, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY for $2.50 per acre. 
U.S. citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 acres per| 
person. For complete information package including maps, 
telephone helpline, filing forms, etc. send $20 check or money 
order to: FEDERAL LAND CO., Dept L, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009. (Note: this is not homestead¬ 
ing - lands are sold outright.) MONEYBACK GUARANTEE! 


www.rea1warstories.com — military 
fiction/nonfiction e-books. SOG, SEALS, 
LRRPs, Rangers. Visit today! 

NETWORKERS GROUND FLOOR 

Opportunity. Big money part-time at home. 
www.legacyusa.com/superiorhealth 


FOR ONLY $25/month you can list your 
Website or Internet URL + 10 words right 
here. This is a great way to get out the word 
on your site! 

20,000+ MILITARY FIELD & TECHNICAL 

MANUALS « CD-ROM or printed. 
www.CHQsoftware.com 

FIND OUT 7 ANYTHING ABOUT ANYONE. 

Information is power. www.global- 
infosearch.com 

BUCKSHOT’S CAMP. Survival Snares, Videos, 
Firestarters, Books, LED flashlights, Gill nets. 
www.buckshotscamp.com 

UHF WIRELESS MICROPHONE. Crystal-Con- 
trolled Kit. www.Micro-transmitter.com 


COVERT ACCESS GEAR. Amazing gear that 
gets you in anywhere! CovertAccess.com 

FUTURE FREEDOMS, USA. IRS Mass action 
Law Suit, BAR vs USFCA? http://www.daddab- 
bopublishing.com 

• NEW MAGAZINE ON SURVIVAL. Visit 
online survival magazine, www.modernsur- 
vival.net, from Jim Benson, former editor of 
American Survival Guide Magazine. 

SCOPE MOUNTS, RINGS - M-14, M-1 match 
rifle construction Tanker Garands built. 
www.smithenterprise.com 

RANGER ARMS Specializing in tactical gear, 
military equipment, firearms and firearms 
accessories, www.rangerarms.com 


TAC-COM’s SECURITY SYSTEM makes one a 
signaling team for the underground. COMSEC 
site: www.computerlynx.net/tac-com/ 


ISRAEL MILITARY PRODUCTS - Webgear, 
Uniforms, T-shirts, Insignias, Golani, Helmets, 
Memorabilia www.imp.co.il 


Need NEW ID O 

CREDIT-PRIVACY • 


Our Books Help You Get • New identity • Credit • New SSN 

• ID by mail • College degrees • Better jobs • Credit repair 

• Cash businesses • “Free Money’ www.edenpress.com 
FREE PRIVACY CATALOG: 1-800-338-8484 

EDEN PRESS • Box 8410-AB • Fountain Valley, CA 92728 



• Complete Covert 
Equipment Headquarters 

• Hidden Video & Audio 

• Infidelity Lab Testing 

• Self-Defense Products 

www.spycountry.com 


USAF SPECIAL OPERATIONS and Air Rescue 
unit insignia for sale, www.aircommando.com 

AUTHENTIC U.S. GOVT. ISSUE Army/Navy 
Surplus. Best prices - Online catalog www. 
americanarmynavy.com Phone 1-888-592- 
8014 

BIKINIS AND GUN CASES on the same web 
site. Really! http://www.gunchicks.com 

• SUPERIOR QUALITY FIREARMS CLEAN- 
ING SUPPLIES --16 page catalog - complete 
line, www.proshotproducts.com 

FREE SHIPPING ON ALL POCKET KNIVES at 

www.DavesStuff. com. Lifetime Warranty. 

NIGHT VISION WEAPON SCOPES. Giant 
Binoculars, Spotting Scopes, Rangefinders, 
Rifle scopes, www.americansupply.net 

CREATE A VETERAN ID CARD unique to your 
military experience, visit www.veteranidcard. com 

HIGH CAPACITY CLIPS, GRIPS & thousands of 
related shooting products. 

www.gunaccessories.com 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.miiitarykit.com or 
www.britisharmykit.com 


ADVERTISERS INDEX 
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Equa-Bolin now available 
for humans, • 

This stacked Testosterone, GH 
recovery cycle could enhance 

Elevated hormonal 
levels will drastically Increase 
your body’s ability to create 
lean muscle mass. Get that 
ripped body builder physique 
with EQUA-BOLIN 


TO ORDEH BV CREDIT CARD 
OR cad, cm rou. EREE i aon-aeMMO 

100% Money Back Guarantee. 


WWWAFSLA&^CQM ■ RUSH ORDER FORM 
3«.dli: AF5 InbS Rd Bui 9Sl9 CwqJ S^finja. fL 33K5 
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Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home. Starts automatically when phone is 
answered, records both sides of phone conversa¬ 
tion. Recorder stops when phone is hung up. 
$99.95 + $7 shipping. For telephone listening 
device separately $19.95 + $2 ship. 



VERY POWERFUL FM TRANSMITTER 

Transmits to any FM 
radio up to 1/2 mi. 
Easy to assemble kit. 
Up to 9V (not Incl.) 
$29.95 + $2 sh. 

For comprehensive 50 page catalog of Micro Video, 
VHF transmitters, Surveillance and Counter¬ 
surveillance and much more! Send $3.00. 

CALL 321-725-1000 

USI CORP 

P.0. Box SF2052 Melbourne, FL 32902 

COD'S OK 


S-4 




won’t mask the sound 
of a twig snapping ^ 
under a l 

boot... Jj 


INDUSTRIES 

A Sound Advantage 

Wide range of sound amplifiers for hunting 
& surveillance 

1 - 800 - 533-3277 

P.0. Box 1988 Manitowoc, Wl 54221 
www.silvercreekindustries.com 


BODY ARMOR 
HANDCUFFS 
METAL DETECTORS 
MINE DETECTORS 
OPTICS 
NIGHT VISION 
SPY EQUIPMENT 
BOMB BLANKETS 
BOMB SUITS ■ 

FIRE GEAR 
HELMETS 
TEAR GAS |L 

STUN GUNS Vpt 

And much, 

much more... 1 ■ 


Tamiami International 
Equipment, Inc. 

13615 S. Dixie Hwy. Suite 456 
Miami, FL 33176-7254 
Ph.: 305-235-8777 • Fax: 305-235-0603 
E-Mail: tamiami@gate.net 


ID by MAIL 

$ 24-95 

Cash, Check, Money Order, 
Visa/MC accepted, No CODs 

EDEN PRESS 

Box 8410-AD 
Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

r] Latest Book Catalog FREE 


Name. 


Address. 


POLICE/MILITARY fdff r nnrwiBF 
EQUIPMENT 1 FREEBROCHURE 


All the camo in the world 


BATONS 


Shop online: www.tamiamiarmor.com 




Need NEW ID? 


NOW YOU CAN GET... 


ID by MAIL 


20 SOURCES-FULLY ILLUSTRATED 

• Birth and Baptismal Certificates 

• Drivers Licenses (blank)—50 States 

• Blank Social Security Cards 

• College Degrees—Bachelors, MA, PhD 

• High School Diplomas, also GED 
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A Memoir of Adventure and Destruction in Deepest Africa 

by Adelinci Serras Pires as tdld td Fidna Claire Capstick 

Photos courtesy authors 


Excerpted from the book THE WINDS OF HAVOC: A 
Memoir of Adventure and Destruction in Deepest Africa. 
Copyright © 2001 by Adelino Serras Pires and Fiona 
Capstick. Reprinted by arrangement with St. Martin’s Press, 
LLC, New York, NY. 

A very special, gmuine and valuable contribution to the 
modem history of Mozambique, and also of post-colonial. 
Africa generally. From my experience as a scholar of contanpo - 
rary Mozambican affairs, as an active participant in the 
Mozambique peace process 1989-1995, and as special Advisor 
to the then Special Representative of the Secretary General of 
the UN, Mr. Aldo Ajello, I can recommend this book as essential 
reading ... a journey of adventure and passion and tragedy .... 

— Dr. Andre Thomashausen 
Professor of international law 

If you want to buy a book about what it is like to have lived 
through uhuru and Macmillian’s winds of change - this it 

—Pierre van der Walt 
Former Editor, Safari Times Africa 


Part I of this feature introduced Adelino Serras Pires, one of 
the pioneers of the African hunting safari in Mozambique. It 
told of the sudden abduction in Tanzania, in August 1984, of 
Adelino and his group just after he had come off safari with 
President Valery Giscard d'Estaing of France. On entirely false 
charges of being the mastermind behind a plot to overthrow the 
Marxist Mozambican government, Adelino was rounded up by 
the Tanzanian secret police in Arusha . He and his group were 
then kidnapped and flown into Mozambique and into the hands 
of SNASP, the infamous Mozambican secret police but not before 
Adelino had had his hands and feet tightly bound with rubber 
tubing to ‘make him talk .’ After about 50 days of horror ,; during 
which he was kept blindfolded, in caked filth and in solitary con¬ 
finement on a bare cement floor, eating starvation rations off the 
floor like a dog because his hands were unusable, the door sud¬ 
denly opened... 



delino!” A mocking voice called out my name. 
I knew instantaneously. It was Sergio Maria 
Castelo Branco da Silva Vieira, the Minister of 
^ Security and the head of SNASP. He was the 
ideal person to head the security organ of Marxist-Leninist 
Mozambique. You have to have certain characteristics to 
run an apparatus cloned along the lines of the Soviet KGB 
and the infamous East German STASI and which was oper¬ 
ating in constant and close liaison with both. Vieira had 
been handpicked by President Samora Machel. 

What irony, to meet under those circumstances! As this 
chief of the most feared organization in the country settled 
into a chair while I sat blindfolded on the floor, essential 
memories crowded into my fogged mind. His family, of 
Goanese Indian, black, and mulatto origin, and mine had 
been good neighbors in Tete where his grandfather had been 
the clerk of the court and a friend of my father. My sister, 
Lucinda, became godmother to Vieira’s sister, Gabriella, 
known as Gaby. The families were on good terms always and, 
over the years, the families had remained in touch in one way 
or the other. Lucinda met Vieira again in Portugal in 1961 
where he was a student. We have a photograph showing my 
parents with his parents, Dr. Delgado, the local medical doc¬ 
tor, and Vieira when he left Tete as a youngster to attend one 
of the most prestigious “Salazar establishment” educational 
institutions in Portugal, the Colegio Santo Tirso. My cousin, 
Jose Luiz Serras Lopes, attended this school at the same 
time. Only the very best was consid ered for the young Vieira, 
who was about 13 years my junior. 

Vieira did not complete his law studies in Portugal. 
He eventually went to Paris at a time of radical political 
ferment in Western Europe. Among the fellow students 
who were with Vieira in Paris was Joaquim Chissano, the 
current President of Mozambique. When I was in Paris 
on safari business at one stage, I looked up several old 
contacts from Mozambique, some of whom had been 
very closely associated with Vieira during his sojourn in 
France before he left for the Soviet Union, Algeria and 
like-minded countries. Snippets of some of the utterly 
chilling conversations these contacts had had with me 
were cut off as Vieira’s voice suddenly sliced into my 
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thoughts like a bloodied scalpel. 

The interrogation became more and more menacing but 
not before the SNASP boss spoke of our Tete days and of the 
Eduardo Baptista Coelho Primary school we had both attend¬ 
ed at different stages in those far off and very happy times 
when our families had been next-door neighbors. It is quite 
extraordinary what the voice reveals about the essence of a 
person’s character through tone, cadence of speech, the use of 
emphasis, of silence and of dark word pictures as tools to 
intimidate, and the manner in which hate stains and distorts 
the voice. Vieira, eloquent defender of the Marxist-Leninist 
revolution, was always at pains to speak the same cultured 
Portuguese of the now departed Portuguese colonial ruling 
elite. Once again, I had the impression that I was detached, 
that I was floating outside of my painful, exhausted body, 
looking down on this extraordinary scene. 

Although I was undoubtedly extremely debilitated, I 
clearly remember making myself speak in a muttered, barely 
audible whisper, feigning even greater malaise as the verbal 
attacks gathered and grew. I was threat¬ 
ened that I was done for unless I came to 
my senses and confessed. One thing P - ""—- 
became apparent to me straight away. If 
the Minister of Security and SNASP 
boss himself, a man whose reputation 
preceded him wherever he went, was 
taking a personal interest in our case 
— a totally trumped up case of quite 
frightening dimensions by now — it 
was a clear indication that pressure 
from outside was being exerted on 
the Mozambican government in 
some way concerning us. By not 
being treated as “ordinary” pris¬ 
oners, like the faceless, anony¬ 
mous, wretched thousands who 
disappeared into SNASP’s “men¬ 
tal decolonization camps” 
beginning in 1975 onward 
there was a measure of hope, of 
protection for us that we 
would get out alive some day. 

I knew in my battered bones I 
was right. The more I was 
shouted at and buffeted by 
threats, the more I knew in 
my innermost self that 
something or, more likely, 
someone from outside was preventing our 
summary execution. I would only learn quite a bit later on 
how right my instincts had been that day in that cold, dank 
cell where the stench of malevolence hung like the stench of 
burned flesh. 

Something Was Up 

Those last few days smudged into one another as trick 
after trick was tried. The “voices” told me that my mother 
had supported Frelimo, so what was the point of my holding 
out? When I heard them mention my mother, I felt a fresh 
rage. Yes, she knew Frelimo was passing dirough our Guro 
farm and she instructed the staff not to seek confrontation. 
The area was infested with these guerrillas, and the staff 
always reported back to us any strange presence on our huge 
property. I had inherited her indomitable will, and we some¬ 
times clashed because of our similar personalities. That day, 


hearing her name in the mouths of those “voices” gave me a 
strange new strength to survive, to defend her in death, to 
remember for her. If my mother was supposed to be a 
Frelimo enthusiast, why did the party take away our farm 
and all we owned? Why were we not still living in 
Mozambique, a country none of us ever wanted to leave, but 
from which we were driven because of the madness which 
had swept away all order, all stability and hope from 1974 
onward. I let the “voices” rant on. I would survive. I would 
speak for my mother and, symbolically, for all those who had 
been rendered silent by the new masters. 

Then the “voices” started on a topic I had secretly feared. 
What was this “group” all about which had been attached to 
the Safrique operation? It was Portuguese army, wasn’t it? 
This was a reference to Carnaval and the Mandioca group 
with whom I fought our secret war against Frelimo for almost 
two years. Much to my great relief, Carnaval’s name did not 
come up at all. Although he had died in South-West Africa 
eight years previously, I did not wish to be drawn into any 
talk about our activities. I merely said that the bank owners 
of Safrique were trying to boost the security of their 
hunting concessions in the light of 
the prevailing bush war. And 
the topic was dropped. 

With Vieira’s brusque depar¬ 
ture amid dire threats to my 
continued existence, I was 
moved yet again. Around the 
51st day or so, I was guided onto 
what appeared to be a bus by the 
sounds of the engine and the 
steepness of the steps into the inte¬ 
rior of the vehicle. I sensed I was 
not alone and had renewed hope 
that my son, Caju, and Rui were all 
still alive. 

The bus bumped over poor roads 
to what I assumed was an airport 
because of the sounds of jet engines 
and of aircraft taking off or landing. 
Indeed, as I found out later, my son 
was on the bus. He was able to hear the 
pilots of a Russian Antonov aircraft 
onto which we were all taken. It took 
off, and we flew for about an hour before 
landing, whereupon we were bundled 
out, pushed into a vehicle, and taken to 
some other destination. This time it was a 
jail proper. I was put into a cell, where I 
felt two cement bunks and a tap with no 
water in it. Then I heard Rui shouting for 
the guards. He was alive! 1 had been allowed to hear him. We 
were together. 

Something was up. Where were we? I learned much later 
that we were back in Maputo, that I was in the jail now, 
where my son and the others had been all the time that I had 
been kept in isolation elsewhere in the Maputo region. We 
had all been taken to that airport for a flight somewhere, only 
to have been obliged to return to the same airport from which 
I was taken with the others to the jail. They had been impris¬ 
oned there for the entire time that 1 had been kept in isola¬ 
tion elsewhere. 

About two days later, on the 53rd day of our incarceration, 
we were again taken out of the jail and put into a vehicle and 
then onto yet another aircraft. It was painfully slow. After 
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the WINDS of HAVOC 


several hours or so, we landed for a refuel¬ 
ing stop. It was probably Beira. Not long 
afterward, we took off and the flight 
droned on interminably. The thought 
crossed my mind that we were being flown 
into the far interior of Mozambique, to one 
of those “re-education camps,” to disap¬ 
pear and be left to die. 

But this flight was too lengthy We land¬ 
ed. From what I could distinguish, it was a 
busy airport. Sounds of several aircraft 
engines, the noise of small vehicles driving 
about, hoists working. Dar-es-Salaam? 

Then off we went again, flying for less than 
one hour. Another airport, another vehicle, 
another ride. I was brought into a building 
and was able to push up the bandages of 
the blindfold and peep. What I saw — and 
I was given a deep shock at how poorly my 
eye seemed to focus — convinced me we 
were back in a compound like the one in 
Arusha, where I had first been abducted 
over seven weeks previously. The sound of 
other pairs of feet told me that I was not 
alone in this fortified house. If we were out 
of Mozambique, there had been some fresh 
development. Something must have gone 
wrong — otherwise why would the 
Mozambicans let us leave Mozambican ter¬ 
ritory? If I was out, hopefully, the others 
were out, too, and with me. 

A Shift In The Wind 

I perceived a shift in the wind of this lat¬ 
est havoc in our lives. This feeling over¬ 
rode my filthy physical condition and the 
weeks of caked dirt and odor, my still-sen¬ 
sitive extremities, the total lack of any con¬ 
trol over my life, the lack of sight. Except for my head. Even 
after all this, I could still control my mind. 

Someone pushed me onto a chair and, before I could sit 
down properly, an open flat hand cracked across my face and 
a Black man’s voice shouted at me simultaneously in English, 
“Do you still want to fight me, White man?” 

“Stop that!” 

Another Black man’s voice, speaking English. The “good- 
guy, bad-guy” routine? Whatever, we were back in Tanzania. I 
was so stunned by the blow across my face, so weak and phys¬ 
ically shaky, that I did not react as this new person took me 
by the arm and helped me to my feet, apologizing as he guid¬ 
ed me down a passage and into a room. There, he removed my 
blindfold. I struggled to cope with the daylight, which I had 
not seen for 53 days — almost eight weeks. 

I was equally stunned to see a proper bed with sheets and 
blankets, a decent room with the essentials. My escort was 
very pleasant to me, indicating that I would be able to show¬ 
er or take a bath and get clean when I said that I could not 
even lie on the bed in such a state of personal filth. Now I 
knew something had gone badly wrong with this 
Tanzanian/Mozambican exercise. That could only mean that 


% news of our plight had reached the out¬ 
side, and that people of real influence 
outside were rocking the boat, fit to cap¬ 
size it. I could smell approaching free¬ 
dom the way I used to smell the 
approach of the first, lifesaving rains on 
the Manica Sofala savanna. 

I had a bathroom with soap and hot 
water and a flush toilet with plenty of 
toilet paper. Nobody who has not been 
deprived of such basic facilities we all 
take for granted every day of our lives 
can understand at all what it means to 
again be able to shower, take a bath, to 
be clean, to have access to a proper toilet 
at any time, to have some kind of control 
over personal dignity again. My entire 
body was covered in blue dye from the 
Machava prison uniform. It took three 
changes of water to get off most of the 
dye. The water ran dark with dirt until 
the geyser ran out of hot water. I was 
shocked at the pitted marks in my arms, 
the terrible scars on my wrists, the ema¬ 
ciated, bearded face and the hollow, 
faintly crazed eyes. I felt disembodied, as 
if I did not belong to this face. I had aged 
20 years, but I still had my hands and 
feet, and they worked. I could not see 
any sign of infection on my arms and legs 
as I shaved off nearly two months of mat¬ 
ted growth from my face. 

That night, I ate a little meat for the 
first time in all those weeks, but the rest 
was the usual sadza . I slept. I slept a 
dreamless sleep, the first proper sleep I 
had been allowed to have in 52 days. I 
was too emotionally drained to ponder 
this turn of events any further. It was enough to still be alive, 
to have fresh hope that this ordeal was all going to end soon. 
I switched off mentally, as I had tried to switch off mentally 
during all those traumatic weeks of pain, constant noise, con¬ 
stant interruptions, lengthy interrogations, abuse, threats, 
hunger, and rage. A Tanzanian doctor saw me and stated that 
I was in a bad way and that I needed rest to recover my 
health. He went one step further. I had to recuperate so that 
there would be no sign of the maltreatment I had endured 
when I left there! 

What did that mean? Release, transference to some other 
jail in some other like-minded country? I heard Rui’s voice. He 
was in the same house, but I did not know where my son or 
Caju were being kept. During the lengthy flight back to 
Tanzania, I was aware that there were several people on board. 
They were SNASP agents, accompanying me back to Tanzania 
to continue the interrogations on Tanzanian soil. I discovered 
this after a few days’ rest when suddenly, I was blindfolded yet 
again and confronted once more by Portuguese-speaking inter¬ 
rogators. I had heard these “voices” before. They were from 
Mozambique. I recognized one voice, in particular. He had 
been in on this sordid little circus from the start. 



Adelino Serras Pires, was born in 
Portugal in 1928. He has organized 
hunting and photographic safaris in 
several African nations. He is now 
retired and resides in South Africa. 
Fiona Claire Capstick was born in 
South Africa, where she became an 
officer in the armed forces, seconded 
to the military intelligence division as 
a multilingual translator and inter¬ 
preter. She is currently serving as a 
sworn translator to the High Court of 
South Africa. Her late husband, Peter 
Hathaway Capstick, was the author of 
highly acclaimed safari accounts such 
as Death in the Long Grass and Safari: 
The Last Adventure. 
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Days of the same SNASP tactics. I continued to deny all 
accusations and I continued to resist succumbing to any kind 
of panic whenever I was told anything about the others. After 
all, had not the others “died” in Mozambique? I knew they 
were alive and that they were back in Tanzania. Although I 
was blindfolded, I was undoubtedly stronger. I was allowed 
to sleep on a bed, and I was no longer in such pain. 

The Tanzanians came into my room with a fairly thick 
wad of papers, telling me to sign. I started reading the docu¬ 
ments which were in Portuguese. A classic commie “confes¬ 
sion.” The Tanzanian snatched them from me, shouting “You 
are not allowed to read them! Sign!” I refused. I told the 
Tanzanian that I was not about sign something I had not 
read. Out he went. Back he came, on went the blindfold, in 
came the Mozambicans. “Sign!” spat that particular “voice.” 
“Sign, or you’ll never leave this place alive!” 

That was the clue: “Or you’ll never leave this place alive!” 
It was no longer on the cards that we were going to be killed. 
The Mozambicans had lost the initiative in this dangerous 
game. They did not dare kill any of us. They were no longer 
in their little Marxist paradise where all semblance of human 
rights had been jettisoned. Everything pointed to one fact: 
They had been pressured into returning us to Tanzania, and 
the Tanzanians now wanted to be rid of their southern corn- 


turn. It would go on for three-and-a-half months. I had 
already been in captivity for 55 days. 

My door opened and a Tanzanian told me to strip to my 
underpants. I was always barefoot. No shoes could fit my 
feet, anyway, as they were still misshapen and very tender. 
Interestingly enough, I was never blindfolded by the 
Tanzanians during those months of interrogation. The guard 
then took me to the interrogation room where two 
Tanzanians sat, ready to make me talk about this supposed 
international plot I was spearheading to wreck Mozambique. 
Whom do I see before anyone else at the table? The man with 
the slanted eyes who supervised the rubber-tubing ordeal. 
Was he about to order that I be trussed up again, right there? 
If so, that was probably it. Oddly enough, I never felt fear. It 
was always totally overridden by a deep loathing, which also 
gave me the mental fuel to survive in my head. 

“Sit!” ordered one of the men. 

I looked around. No chair. The Tanzanians were up to the 
old humiliation tactic. 

“Sit!” barked the slant-eyed man. 

I sat down on the cement floor and the interrogation 
began — from the most minute details about my childhood 
to the present, and what I was up to with d’Estaing and a vari¬ 
ety of intelligence agencies to destroy Mozambique from 


rades. Make the old man sign and 
Tanzania was under pressure. 

I thought about it. Maybe they „ 
could keep us for years in this : 
state of emotional limbo. Maybe if r 
I signed, we would all be up ^ 
against a firing squad. If I refused 
to sign, we could all still mysteri¬ 
ously sicken and die. There were 
no guarantees from these bastards. 
We had no access to newspapers 
or radios. We could not communi¬ 
cate amongst ourselves. We had 
no idea at all of what — if anything 
— was being done at intergovern¬ 
mental level to free us. If I signed, 
we were damned, and “proof’ of 
our alleged perfidy would be 
paraded God knows where. If I 
did not sign, we were probably 
damned, anyway. 

I signed. And as that particular 
“voice” came in and took the doc¬ 
uments, he threatened me: “You’re 
going to lose your head in this 
place! And if you ever leave this 
country, we’ll find you and kill 
you!” 

I had faced my share of mock 
charges by elephants, rhinos, and 
lions. This was a verbal mock 
charge. The Mozambicans were 
clearly anxious to get out and go 
home. The Tanzanians were anx¬ 
ious to see them go. So was I. 

Now it was the Tanzanians’ 


go home! That was it! 



Adelino Serras Pires and his chief tracker ; Radio, in the 
Mozambican bush in 1974 at a secret meeting arranged 
by FREL1M0 guerrillas. 


Tanzanian soil. The slant-eyed man did not utter another 
word to me then or at any other stage. A tall man with glass- 
- —es seemed to do all the ques¬ 
tioning. It was often curt and 
MB most abusive. I never took my 
eyes off them, never raised my 
i j voice, and never wavered from 
the truth. 

T he underpants-on-the- 
cement-floor routine continued 
for a few days and then stopped 
j so abruptly that I could only 
conclude word had been 
| || received to change tactics and 

be a little nicer to this subver- 
sive Portuguese fascist intent 
on destroying the African “sci¬ 
entific socialist” revolution. I 
was offered a chair and was 
allowed clothing. I was always 
\\ barefoot, but I was able to 
sleep, and I was not hauled out 
in the middle of the night or 
made to hear tapes of my rela¬ 
tives being tortured. I was even 
given a cigarette or two every 
10 days or so. I would carefully 
hoard the butts, from which I 
would take the scraps of tobac¬ 
co to stuff into my pipe, which 
had been given back to me. 

“How’s your friend Bob 
Denard? You may as well talk — 
? chief tracker ; Radio, in the the others have already told us 
t a secret meeting arranged everything.” 

I had never met the French 


DGCCMBGR 2001 ^ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE • www.sofmag.cam 


71 





THE WINDS OF HAVOC- 


mercenary leader and still have not met him. I had also never 
been to the Comoros, where Denard was effectively in con¬ 
trol of the Presidential Guard, was working closely with the 
South Africans in this regard, and was really the boss of that 
archipelago. Certainly, neither my relatives nor I was remote¬ 
ly connected with Denard. All threats about what the others 
had already said were rubbish. There was no truth at all in 
this latest Tanzanian fairy tale. The interrogators dropped 
this line of questioning as quickly as they had started it, 
never to resume it. 

“Now you may as well tell us 
about Oscar Kambona. Talk!” 

Kambona was a well-known 
Tanzanian opponent of Julius 
Nyerere’s “scientific socialist” poli¬ 
cies, whatever the hell that meant. 

Apart from what I had read in the 
media from time to time, I had no 
further idea of Kambona’s life, 
activities, or whereabouts, and 
could not have cared less, anyway. 

The Tanzanians, however, kept 
hammering away at this point and 
the chief interrogator finally lost 
patience and told me that it was 
known that President d’Estaing had 
twice granted formal audiences to 
Kambona in Paris. For a one-party 
state, any such opposition activities 
were seen as a threat to the country. 

D’Estaing had known me for years; 
he had recently been hunting with 
me in Tanzania; I was a subversive. 

Therefore, all this was linked. I was 
to hear this over and over again. 

Naturally, this was further fanta¬ 
sy, and I denied any such nonsensi¬ 
cal allegations. But 1 did manage to 
get their attention when grilled 
about Hunters Africa and the 
irrefutable evidence I had uncov¬ 
ered about the fraudulent activities 
of Theo Potgieter. He was busy 
manipulating the Tanzanian author¬ 
ities in order to defraud Hunters 
Africa of its entire Tanzanian operation. 1 packed it out to the 
Tanzanians. As I learned eventually, Potgieter was one of the 
key factors behind my present ordeal because he knew I was 
at the point of blowing the whistle on him, which would have 
involved his highly placed associates. Potgieter was arrested 
while I was still in captivity in Tanzania, but managed to flee 
the country using a different passport. You cannot do that 
unaided under such circumstances. The last I heard, from an 
impeccable source in Kenya, was that Potgieter was serious¬ 
ly ill on the Kenyan coast, where he had been living with a 
local woman. Psalm 55 comes to mind. 

The days dragged on into weeks, which dragged on into 
months. 1 was never allowed out into the sunshine, and the 
barred window in my room was curtained, blocking any view. 
I was told never to open the curtains, but I did so once. My 


defiance was immediately seen by a guard, who threatened to 
have me blindfolded if I ever dared touch the curtains again. 
I did not touch the curtains again. 

Now there was a change. A Tanzanian doctor visited me 
quite regularly and assured me that he had seen the others in 
my group, and that they were all alive and coping. I knew he 
was not lying to me when he spoke of Caju complaining of 
toothache, because he had had this problem before our 
abduction. Further proof came when he spoke of my son hav¬ 
ing an allergy and that he had given Tim-Tim some medica¬ 
tion for this. I would soon learn, 
however, that they had all been 
subjected to repeated physical 
abuse and atrocious mental tor¬ 
ture. They were made to do push¬ 
ups until they collapsed from 
exhaustion, only to be beaten on 
the Achilles tendon. My son’s 
back and buttocks were still very 
painful because of the SNASP 
whippings, Rui had had an AK-47 
pressed against the back of his 
head and cocked, being threat¬ 
ened with imminent death if he 
did not talk. He could not talk. 
He could not have begun to 
invent any story to satisfy his tor¬ 
mentors and stop the torture. 
They eventually gave up on him 
when they understood he was in 
no way “connected.” Rui had also 
been told repeatedly that Tim- 
Tim and Caju were already dead. 

I did not know the where¬ 
abouts of my son and nephew, and 
I never asked because nobody 
would have told me. I presumed I 
was back in Arusha. It was diffi¬ 
cult enough to cope with each day 
without agonizing over informa¬ 
tion nobody would give me. 

The doctor also told me that 
the Tanzanians had wanted to 
release us all a long time previ¬ 
ously but that President Machel 
of Mozambique and his security minion, Sergio Vieira, had 
requested that we be held ad infinitum. This was revenge 
because the Mozambicans knew damn well they had come 
away empty-handed from our maltreatment. The paper I had 
signed under duress was meaningless, concocted by SNASP 
and containing not a shred of proved evidence. We were not 
remotely involved in anything concerning their now-truly- 
wretched country, and they knew it. The Tanzanians had to 
show solidarity with their southern neighbor by continuing 
to incarcerate us. I was immensely grateful to the doctor for 
all this information. 

Now it was a waiting game. The tedium, the mental and 
emotional limbo, can be a potent form of mental torture, but 
I knew this and did my best to switch off. My group and I 
were now becoming an increasing embarrassment to the 



Adelino Serras Pires in December 1991 in Renamo- 
heid territory inside Mozambique , during 1991 
Renamo Congress. He is photographed with Manuei 
Lisboa , the oldest member of Renamo at that time 
and a former original member of the FRELIMO Central 
Committee. 
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Tanzanian government. Ironically, we would wait them out. 

We had had no access to any legal representation; we had 
not been formally charged with anything at all; we had had 
no duly conducted open trial, and we had all been subjected 
to torture and degrading behavior by both the Tanzanians 
and the Mozambicans. We had all been in solitary confine¬ 
ment for what was now well over four months. 

Another factor fed my hope: my international contacts 
with the hunting fraternity were so strong that I could not 
simply vanish into some bush gulag and die. It is a frater¬ 
nity with immensely influen¬ 
tial connections in many 
countries. My common 
sense told me that too many 
prominent people already 
knew of our abduction. The 
nature of my business meant 
that these same prominent 
people would be banging on 
the doors of heads of gov¬ 
ernment in several countries 
and that they would not let 
up until we had been found. 

I had survived the nightmare 
so far. I could survive a few 
more weeks, even months. 

Suicide never entered my 
head and escape was out of 
the question. My revenge 
would be for me to live! 

White-hot hatred kept me 
going. I would eventually 
tell of our ordeal and expose 
our tormentors. My integrity 
was intact. 

Every Friday, crates of beer would be delivered to the com¬ 
pound. I could tell by the characteristic clinking of the bot¬ 
tles as they were unloaded. The guards would then get plas¬ 
tered over the weekend, their drunken shouting and singing 
reverberating around the compound. Youngsters would take 
over the guard duties, bringing my food while their seniors 
slept off hangovers. Even the sadistic creature who headed 
the compound, and who once laughed on seeing me charging 
off to the toilet with stomach upsets after drinking coffee he 
had given me, was absent most weekends. 

Early one Friday, one of the Tanzanians came to my room 
suddenly and said it was high time I got a breath of fresh air 
and come out for a “glass of beer,” as I had been inside for so 
long! This particular Tanzanian, although he had the look of 
a hangman and the eyes of a vulture, turned out to be pretty 
humane. He would sometimes bring me fruit like oranges 
and papaya. My antennae now pricked up at his words. 1 was 
told to shower and shave. Even more suddenly, I was given 
my blazer, a clean shirt and gray slacks, clean underwear and 
socks, as well as ordinary shoes and told to dress for the out¬ 
ing. My feet managed to fit into the shoes, and my hands 
were not so discolored or puffy, although I struggled to 
shave. I was wary. Was I being taken out to be disposed of? 

From the blaring Swahili of the guards’ radios I had 
worked out that it was December 2, 1984. A blanket was 


tossed over my head as we drove some distance by Land 
Rover to a building. Once inside, I was uncovered, given a 
chance to comb my hair, and asked to follow my escort to a 
large room where a group of eight Blacks sat behind an 
oblong table. There was a lone White man with a beard sit¬ 
ting in the middle. He looked Portuguese. He smiled, stood 
up, and spoke my name, saying in Portuguese: “Ola, Adelino. 
I am Jose Gama, a member of the Portuguese Parliament for 
Emigration, and have I come here on behalf of Hunters Africa 
and your family to see you. I have just been in the United 

States, in Midland (the seat 
of Hunters Africa) and in 
San Antonio where I saw 
your friends, Bert and 
Brigitte Klineburger. I have 
cigarettes and medicine for 
you.” 

I relaxed as it became 
immediately apparent that 
Gama was genuine. He told 
me that the Tanzanian gov¬ 
ernment had received him 
well, that he now knew 
more about the whole situa¬ 
tion and that I was to remain 
hopeful, that matters were 
progressing well. As it was 
clear that Gama wanted his 
hosts to understand the 
entire conversation, we 
spoke in English. I was con¬ 
vinced that one or two of the 
others, however, were from 
down south. Having been 
blindfolded throughout that time in Mozambique, I could not 
identify them. Nobody interrupted Gama. 

Gama then told me about Potgieter, that he had been jailed 
in Tanzania because he had stolen a huge amount of money 
from Hunters Africa, and that he was to be considered the 
number-one suspect concerning our present situation because 
he had tried to use us as pawns for his own nefarious purpos¬ 
es. I experienced a measure of satisfaction on hearing this from 
the mouth of a high-ranking Portuguese parliamentarian in the 
presence of a bunch of Tanzanians and, no doubt at all, some 
SNASP agents from Mozambique. I had suspected all along 
that it was Potgieter who had started spreading the potentially 
life-threatening rumors about us to the Tanzanians in an effort 
to have us removed from the scene. This had nothing to do 
with the big-game-hunting industry but everything to do with 
human treachery and greed on a colossal scale. Potgieter was 
poison. 

Gama said he had already seen my son and the others. As 
1 found out later, they were brought into Gama’s presence as 
they were, in a shocking state. Apparently, this made a poor 
impression on the Portuguese government emissary, as it 
should have done. 

Gama took his leave after about an hour, saying that he 
hoped we would all be home for Christmas. 

With that, he left for Dar-es-Salaam where he hung around 
for two weeks, struggling with the Tanzanian authorities to 



Crossing the Zambezi River from Malawi into Mozambique in 
December 1991, flying low in a Piper Aztec to avoid enemy radar. 
The bush war was still raging and Adelino had been invited to 
attend the 1991 Congress of the Mozambican National 
Resistance Movement (RENAMQ) inside Renamo-controlled 
Mozambican territory. 
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have us released. I was driven back to the compound, got 
back into my shorts and the Machava prison shirt, and wait¬ 
ed. We had all become fairly good at that. I actually received 
a letter from Gama, posted in Dar-es-Salaam before 
Christmas, and explaining that he was trying his best to have 
us released soon. The letter was delivered to me intact, all 
interrogations have long since ceased. Christmas Day came 
and went, completely ignored. 

A day or two after that first outing, the chief interrogator, 
who wore glasses, came to my room, sat down next to me on 
the bed, and asked that I not speak ill of Tanzania in the wake 
of our captivity “as we are not a cruel country.” 

I heard him out and then turned to him, showing my 
scarred wrists, and asked, “Then what’s this?” 

He looked away, got up, mumbled good-bye, and left. I did 
not see him again. If I ever got out of that place, of course, I 
was going to speak. How else 
does one begin to counteract 
criminal acts or keep one’s self- 
respect? Nobody was going to | 
silence me. To remain silent s 
would be cowardly, to admit 
defeat and guilt concerning 
these heinous accusations. 

On December 29,1 was once 
again told to clean up and get 
dressed, as I was going out. The 
same procedure as with Gama; a 
blanket over my head, a short 
drive, into a building, off with 
the blanket, and into the same 
room where, this time, I was 
introduced to Luiz Barreiros, a 
Portuguese diplomat attached to 
the Portuguese embassy in 
Maputo, Mozambique, with 
jurisdiction for Tanzania as 
well. He was the first 
Portuguese embassy official I had seen since my abduction. 

Barreiros was very aggressive with the Tanzanians in my 
presence, berating them for what was a patently illegal action 
and for our continued captivity. He branded the whole busi¬ 
ness “uma palhacada” — a circus — explaining that the 
embassy had not been told of our presence in Mozambique 
and that when it was learned that we were in the country, no 
diplomat was allowed to see us. My physical condition would 
have been a little difficult to explain. Barreiros spoke in 
English and told me; “Talk, Adeline! Don’t be afraid. Tell me 
everything!” 

This was my chance to tell Barreiros that I did not believe 
the socialist-dominated Portuguese government would do 
anything for us on their own. Anything to do with the for¬ 
mer colonies had the socialists scuttling for cover so as not 
to offend. Their servility was sickening. I let rip. Although I 
stated that the Tanzanians had since been a bit more 
humane than their Mozambican brothers, I condemned the 
lack of any formal charges, any legal representation, any due 
process, the solitary confinement, the terrible diet, and our 
gross maltreatment over a prolonged period. One of the 
Tanzanians then said weakly that they hoped to have some¬ 


thing going by the next week. I laced into him, stating it was 
a bit late, wasn’t it? There wasn’t a shred of evidence, an iota 
of proof. The meetings ended and I returned to the com¬ 
pound, pessimistic. I felt nothing at all had been accom¬ 
plished. The ride back to the compound was in stony 
silence. That was fine. I had lived through much worse. I 
would live through this, too. Maybe. 

It crossed my mind that night that we could be sent back 
to Mozambique if the Tanzanians could not release us for fear 
of offending Machel and Vieira in Mozambique. If that was the 
case, I had to devise a way now in order to sabotage the air¬ 
craft and make it crash. I knew that if we returned to SNASP, 
it was as good as a death sentence. I stored a couple of the cig¬ 
arettes I was occasionally given, together with a box of match¬ 
es. If there was any clear evidence that we were going to be 
flown south, I would ask to be taken to the toilet in the rear 

of the aircraft, and I would do 
my utmost to set it alight and 
make it crash. Desperate times, 
desperate measures. 

January 24th 1985 dawned. 
There was a knock at the door. 
A guard with my “best” clothes 
requested that I shower, shave, 
and dress. Before doing so, I 
secreted the two cigarettes and 
some matches with a side of the 
matchbox in the cuff of my 
“good” gray slacks. Out came 
the blanket, and off we went in 
a Land Rover, but this ride was 
quite lengthy. Then the smell of 
avgas and the whine of aircraft 
engines. Dear God! Was this 
the last day of my life? I was 
determined to end it all and 
take the bastards with us in a 
flaming crash into the Indian 
Ocean rather than return to Mozambique and SNASP 

I was escorted onto an aircraft and the blanket was 
removed. There, before me were my son, my nephew, and 
Rui, all looking thin, sickly, and traumatized. It was the first 
time we had seen one another in almost five months to the 
day of our abduction. The expression in their eyes when they 
saw me told me that I did not look very good, either. We bare¬ 
ly spoke as we taxied onto the runway. One good sign was 
that it was a scheduled flight, not one of Nyerere’s private jets 
this time. Another shock awaited me. This was Kilimanjaro 
Airport. I found out that Rui and I had been held captive all 
those months in Moshi, a town east of Arusha on the south¬ 
ern slopes of Mount Kilimanjaro. Tim-Tim and Caju had 
been held in Arusha. Where the hell were we going now? 

We flew southeast for some time. I was waiting for the air¬ 
craft to reach the ocean and veer true south before attempt¬ 
ing to set it alight, but we soon started our descent, coming 
in to land at Dar-es-Salaam Airport, where we were met by 
Tanzanians in dark glasses. They escorted us to what I pre¬ 
sumed was an ordinary house, but with increased security. It 
was probably a military safe house, of some sort. No blankets 
were tossed over our heads, and we were not handcuffed. 



December 1991 in Renamo-held territory inside Mozambique 
with the oniy means of transport avaiiabfe in the bush. 
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Once inside the house, we were offered 
beer, cigarettes, and cordial treatment 
from some Tanzanians, who were prob¬ 
ably from military intelligence. They 
informed us that we would be told what 
was going on and that we should just be 
patient. A radio was playing in the 
background. We did not speak much. 
Emotional exhaustion had set in. 

After the Swahili newscast at 5:00 
EM., during which we picked up our 
names, an English-language radio bul¬ 
letin came over the radio set the offi¬ 
cers had turned up. It was 7 P.M. The 
announcer stated that we had been 
arrested for “subversive activities 
against African countries,” but that we 
were being “released from Tanzania on 
humanitarian grounds,” owing to the 
intervention of the president of 
Portugal, General Ramalho Eanes. 

I noted the plural “countries” and 
was not at all surprised at the lack of 
any statement that we were innocent of 
any of the vicious accusations leveled 
against us and which had almost cost 
us our lives. As I was to discover, it was 
heavy, high-level international pressure 
which forced the Tanzanians and their 
Mozambican partners in crime to 
release us. Had this pressure not been 
exerted, had we been just another 
anonymous group arrested on mere 
rumor, we would probably have disap¬ 
peared without a trace and been killed. 

Africa is a desensitized and danger¬ 
ous continent where, at any one time, 
more than a dozen countries are 
embroiled in serious armed conflict, 
and where human rights are often 
buried by unbridled brutality. 

The newscast over, we were told we 
would be spending the night at the 
house and that we would be leaving 
Tanzania the next morning. None of us 
was able to open up and talk freely of 
our ordeal. It was sufficient to be alive 
and to be back together. We were sur¬ 
rounded by guards who were decent 
enough, offering us coffee, cigarettes 
and quite good food. We were silently 
agonizing over our final destination 
the next day. 

Early the next morning, the ciga¬ 
rettes and matches still in the cuff of 
my gray slacks, we dressed, had break¬ 
fast, and were driven to Dar-es-Salaam 
Airport. None of us was blindfolded. 
Once at the airport, we were met by a 
number of Tanzanians in civilian dress. 
I asked where the chief interrogator 
was, the man with the glasses who had 
asked me not to speak of our torture to 
the outside world. 

I was told that there had been a 
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tragedy. His little daughter, a toddler, 
had drowned in a swimming pool 
around Christmas. I expressed my sor¬ 
row at the news and asked that this be 
conveyed to him because, despite 
everything, he had been more humane 
than his other countrymen, let alone 
the SNASP thugs of Mozambique. 

A distinguished-looking man came 
up and introduced himself in 
Portuguese. It was Dr. Fernando Reino, 
the Portuguese ambassador to the 
United Nations in Switzerland. He had 
been especially designated by President 
Eanes to fly out to Tanzania and per¬ 
sonally escort us back to Lisbon via 
Switzerland. We all began to relax for 
the first time in five months. It was now 
clear that we were not going to be hand¬ 
ed back to SNASP 

With passport formalities complet¬ 
ed, we were escorted onto a Swissair 
flight, where the cabin crew had clearly 
been briefed as to who we were. It was 
a fresh shock to the system to be treat¬ 
ed with such deference after all the hor¬ 
ror, and to eat the first decent English- 
style breakfast in months. I sat next to 
Ambassador Reino, the first civilized 
company I had had in months. The air¬ 
craft took off, gaining height rapidly, as 
we left Tanzanian airspace and headed 
for Switzerland. 

The aftermath of this episode in 
our lives would be extensive. 

SOF readers will undoubtedly be 
interested in two other books , both explo¬ 
sive and totally factual. MOZAMBIQUE : 
The Tortuous Road to Democracy, by 
Joao Manuel Cabrita; ISBN: 0-333- 
92001-5; published in England by 
Palgrave in association with St. Martin's 
Press, 175 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 
10010, 2000. 

Extensively documented , and auth¬ 
ored by a long-standing personal friend 
of Adelino Serras Pires, this work pre¬ 
sents a fascinating and moving history of 
the Mozambican National Resistance 
Movement (RENAMO). Its contents will 
shock and thoroughly familiarize you 
concerning the lies and treachery which 
engulfed Rhodesia and sank 
Mozambique. In short, it's a wealth of 
u name and shame” exposures. 

BEYOND THE SHADOW, by Ellie 
Hein; Texas 2000; http://222.cfni.org 
also deals with the civil war in 
Mozambique and is authored by a mis¬ 
sionary who worked extensively with 
RENAMO refugees. This work is full to 
bursting with chilling/acts of the terri¬ 
ble suffering of the ordinary people on 
the ground. ^ 
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To Win A War 


Continued from page 53 


territory and populace. Not only 
have the security forces been left 
unprotected and operationally ham¬ 
strung, the door has been opened to 
abuse of human rights concerns by 
activist groups. Thus the first 
responsibility of the state, to secure 
the lives of its citizens, has been 
abrogated. Instead, a military with a 
relatively good human rights 
records has been systematically, 
consciously hampered in its efforts 
to conduct stability operations. 

• Enhanced Information Warfare. 
COLAR presently conducts some of 
the most effective information opera¬ 
tions being waged by any armed 
forces in the world. Yet these are not 
integrated into a national concept, 
directed at both internal and interna¬ 
tional audiences. Neither have they 
been deployed as an integral element 
of military strategic planning. 

• Enhanced Operational and 
Acquisitions Funding. That the sit¬ 
uation has moved from a case where 
the security forces were on both the 
tactical and strategic defensive, to 
one where they have seized the ini¬ 
tiative, has been due to develop¬ 
ments detailed above. These have 
been accomplished with a paucity 
of resources and vitally needed 
equipment, especially aircraft of all 
sorts. So short has been funding 
that at times operations have 
ground to a halt at all but the local 
level. Critical shortages of spare 
parts and mobility assets have ham¬ 
pered operations of all services, 
COLAR in particular. 

• Enhanced Operational Flexibility. 
With adequate operational funding, 
present COLAR “Plan 2001” is solid 
and likely will be successful. 
Possibilities exist, though, for fur¬ 
ther force multiplication. This can 
come through integration of more 
systematic civic-action in reclaimed 
areas, augmented by an increased 
tempo of special operations. These 
should be treated as strategic assets, 
rather than run at local initiative in 
response to tactical opportunities. 

Of course, “tactical opportunities” 
have their place — the ambush men¬ 
tioned at the beginning of this piece did 
succeed in policing up the arms ship¬ 
ment. It is through such professional¬ 
ism that victory will be achieved. ^ 
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Springfield MIA 


Continued from page 47 


the 110-grain bullet version because of I 
its low recoil, great accuracy, and low 
penetration in soft tissue. The recoil is 
so low in my MIA Scout rifle that I set 
up a head shot scenario at 100 yards, 
fired a two-shot hammer or double tap 
(aim once, fire twice, as fast as possi¬ 
ble), and had two shots in the head of 
the silhouette that were well-centered 
and less than 2 inches apart. When I 
say as fast as possible 1 mean less than 
a quarter-second for both shots. Try 
that with a bolt action sniper rifle! A 
scenario where this is important would 
be when shooting through glass where 
the first shot takes out the glass and the 
second shot takes out the target. 

The factory fiberglass stock on my 
MIA Scout has the front sling swivel 
replaced by a detachable swivel stud. 
This allows the easy mounting of a 
Harris bipod. This is the configuration I 
use when using a high powered scope 
and I have gotten excellent accuracy 
when shooting from the excellent Harris 
bipod. The lightest weight version only 
adds 10 oz. to the overall weight. 

It should be obvious that an MIA 
Scout set up with an appropriately 
powered receiver mounted scope 
would also be an excellent, though 
somewhat heavy, hunting rifle for big 
game hunting out to 350 yards using | 
the appropriate ammunition for the 
game hunted. Personally, I prefer the 
Scout Scope for most big game hunting 
applications but if you prefer a conven¬ 
tional scope it is easily accommodated. 

The two-position receiver scope 
mounting system can also be used to 
easily and quickly mount a night vision 
scope. While I do not own such a scope 
I have used several in training and in 
Vietnam on M14s and M21s and they 
can be incredibly effective in military 
and police night operations. | 

There you have it. By just selecting 
the right sighting system, accessories, 
and ammunition, the MIA Scout rifle 
can be an excellent general purpose 
combat rifle, tactical marksman/sniper 
rifle, close range hunting rifle, long- | 
range hunting rifle, target rifle, and 
even a tactical entry weapon. It can do | 
all these jobs not just well but extreme¬ 
ly well. If I had to pick just one rifle to 
live with it would be this one. If I had i 
to pick my all around favorite rifle it . 
would probably be my MIA Scout rifle. 
It’s incredible versatility and efficiency 
make it hard not to like. ^ 


Torture To Prevent mma 


Continued from page 43 


had infiltrated the city. 

A pharmacist informed Aussaresses 
that an individual had purchased sever¬ 
al dozen bandages. His informers alert¬ 
ed him to the fact that 20 August 1955 
at noon the FLN would launch a mas¬ 
sive frontal attack of several thousand 
strong against Philippeville. Zighoud 
Youssef, 34 years old, chief of the FLN 
in Nord Constantinois, had decided to 
launch a spectacular, bloody action on 
the second anniversary of the exile of 
Mohamed V, sultan of Morocco. Youssef 
sought world-wide attention and sym¬ 
pathy in the wake of a UN resolution 
promoted by seven Afro-Asian coun¬ 
tries including India, in favor of the 
independence of Algeria. 

Aussaresses was able to determine 
the precise date, the hour, and the 
operational order of the upcoming 
attack. 

Convincing his new chief Colonel 
Mayer that the forewarnings were real 
was another matter. Mayer did not 
believe a word, yet did not dare to halt 
a preemptive attack. 

Aussaresses determined that the 
FLN commandos had concealed them¬ 
selves in the basements and cellars. 

“To be burdened for two days with 
the prospect that there are hundreds of 
murderers in town laid heavy on my 
mind 1 ’ Aussaresses said. His four hun¬ 
dred men faced several thousand 
rebels. The civilians were unsuspecting. 

“Do not change any of your normal 
routines. They will become suspicious.” 
Aussaresses told his men. “But at five 
minutes before noon, everyone is to be 
at his post, fingers on the trigger. When 
the attack commences, open fire. Don’t 
spare the ammunition. All weapons will 
be locked and cocked. I will provide 
reinforcements. When the frontal attack 
has subsided, eliminate the guerrillas in 
the cellars. No quarter will be given.” 

That morning he took his scheduled 
jump at 0300 then took breakfast on the 
streets in his favorite bistro, ordering 
his usual menu: espresso, fried eggs and 
wine. The African sun was sweltering. 

The radio frequency and telephone 
lines were monitored by the FLN. 
Captain Thomas’ second battalion six 
kilometers south of Philippeville was 
on high alert. 

The police commissioner, Filiberti, 
the number-two man of urban security, 
arrived flanked by two bodyguards. “I 
need your vehicle. Two of my men must 


make an arrest at Acarriere, 2 kilome¬ 
ters south of Philippeville close to the 
second batallion.” 

Impossible. The clock was ticking. 
The attack was to start in one hour. 
The Commissioner insisted: “An hour 
is plenty.” 

Aussaresses relented. He sent his 
subordinates and ordered their imme¬ 
diate return. Half an hour later Filiberti 
returned. Aussaresses 1 men, Issolah, 
Misiry and the other two, were overrun 
by a 500-man rebel unit. Fliberti flew 
out of the car and gave the alarm. 

A hundred meters away, a truck reek- 
ing of gasoline was transporting Molotov 
cocktails. Destination: the attack on 
Philippeville. One of Aussaresses’ men 
destroyed it with a grenade. 

The encounter with the five French 
troopers alerted the 18/2 Paras who 
wiped out the entire rebel unit. 
Unfortunately, the rebels had used 
their own women and children as 
human shields. 

At noon, hell broke loose in the cen¬ 
ter of Philippeville. Rebels and coun¬ 
tryfolk, poorly armed and members of 
the FLN, well armed, advanced like a 
parade. Although many of the 20 thou¬ 
sand inhabitants of Phillipville were at 
the beach, a catastrophe was immi¬ 
nent. The rebels, who had been hiding 
in the cellars and basements for two or 
three days, attacked. The French 
returned fire. Aussaussares and his 
men came under machinegun fire by 
FLN emerging from a hotel opposite 
where he was located in his tactical 
operational center in a bistro. The 
assailants, surprised by the French 
return fire, retreated to the hotel, still 
firing. The paras were caught in cross¬ 
fire from the hotel across the street and 
from rebels moving down the streets. 

Aussaresses and Misiry blasted 
rounds through the door. Cries were 
heard from inside. Aussaress and 
Misiry retreated to their TOC in a hail 
of fire. The sound of hundreds of 
bursting bottles in the bistro added to 
the deafening gunfire. 

The rebels returned to their hide¬ 
outs, still firing. “Don’t be heroes!,” 
Ausaresses commanded his men. It 
would be impossible to dislodge the 
rebels with a frontal attack without 
large losses. Aussaresses threw two 
grenades into the FLN position, set¬ 
ting the building on fire. Twenty men 
emerged from the flaming cellar and 
all were gunned down. As the battle 
raged on a group of militant commu¬ 
nist party members ran, leaving 50 
FLN behind. 
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As the FLN advanced down the main 
street, the legionnaires picked them off 
one after the other. When a rebel fell, 
his comrades charged without search¬ 
ing for cover. None retreated: 134 
cadavers lay in the streets, along with 
hundreds wounded. The demi brigade 
gathered them up. A medic was killed 
in searching for the wounded. 

A rebel was treated in the hospital 
without anesthesia. The pentethol 
injected had no effect. Nor did the sec¬ 
ond. The surgeons discovered that the 
assailants were smoking hif 

By 1300 hours the battle was over. 
The peasants who the FLN had recruit¬ 
ed were high on hashish, which 
explained their bizarre suicidal attack. 
“Their deaths meant no more to their 
chief, Zighoud Youssef, than the French 
civilians he had massacred.” 
Aussaresses recounted. 

The cadavers had been transferred 
to a municipal stadium, where photos 
were taken by local journalists. The 
American journalists in Life magazine 
explained that 134 poor prisoners were 
executed by the “dastardly French 
paratroopers.” 

General Jacques Massu, 
Commander of the French forces in 
Algeria, received an extensive briefing 


on the battle. Amazed that only two of 
Aussaresses inert had died while the 
rebels lost 500 men, Massu recom¬ 
mended promotion for the officers. His 
supervisors in Paris did not share his 
sentiment as the French public was 
horrified by the killing. There was no 
reward for the men of the second 
brigade. Though they had saved thou¬ 
sands of civilians from a disaster, the 
Republic did not recognize them. 

Without Aussauresses’ intelli¬ 
gence, the populace of Philippeville 
would more than likely have suffered 
the same atrocities in d’El-Halia, 
where Aussaresses had not anticipat¬ 
ed an attack. 

d’EI-Halia 

Twenty-two kilometers east of 
Philippeville, an isolated iron mine 
complex had also been targeted by the 
FLN. In the adjacent village of d’El- 
Halia, two thousand Moslems lived 
alongside a hundred and thirty 
Europeans. Zighoud Youssef, local 
head of the FLN, ordered all European 
civilians killed. The goal was to terror¬ 
ize the French, who would initiate a 
draconian repression against the 
Algerians. That in turn would weld the 
Moslem population against the 


colonists and would ignite internation¬ 
al opinion against French repression. 

The town was off guard. 
Aussaresses did not believe the rebels 
would attack a town where the 
colonists trusted their Muslim com¬ 
rades implicitly, smoked kif with them, 
and shared in all of their activities. Two 
groups of rebels attacked and massa¬ 
cred children and women tranquilly 
having lunch. One citizen had alerted a 
nearby military camp where rifles and 
machine guns were kept, but tragedy 
was in the making. The soldier who 
had the key where the arms were 
stashed was bathing at the beach. 

Two miners escaped and alerted 
Aussaresses. He immediately led a 
reaction force which inflicted heavy 
casualties on the rebels and captured 
60 of them. 

“Why did you kill your neighbors?” 
Aussaresses asked one of them. 

“Someone told me there would be no 
risk. A representative of the FLN told us 
that the Egyptians and Americans have 
arrived to help us. They told us that it 
was necessary to kill all the French. I 
killed whomever I found.” 

“I do not know what Allah thinks of 
what you have done — you must go and 
explain to him. You have killed the inno- 
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cent women and children. You also must 
die. That is the law of the parachutists. 

Aussaresses ordered their execu¬ 
tion. “I was indifferent.” He said, “I was 
obliged to give the orders myself. They 
had to be killed. That is all. And we did 
it. We then pretended to leave the mine 
area but in fact set up a well-concealed 
ambush. The fellaghas , as expected, 
returned, and we took them under fire. 
We took a hundred prisoners who were 
killed at once. 

Aussaresses surveyed the site sever¬ 
al days later. Babies had been crushed 
against the wall. The women had been 
raped, disembowled, and decapitated. 
Aussaresses thought that he had forgot¬ 
ten what pity was. The innocent were 
killed by their neighbors with whom 
they drank and smoked kif. 

Other massacres occurred in El 
Arouch, L’oued, Zenatti, Catinat, 
Jemmapes in the same time frame. 
Youssef, the FLN leader, was still at 
large and Aussaresses learned that the 
guerrilla chiefs were four nationalists 
that had escaped from prison in 1952. 
Police suggested publishing informa¬ 
tion and photos of FLN guerilla chiefs 
in French and in Arabic. A price was 
put on the head of the principals — 
seven names including Zighoud Youssef 
and Petit Messaoud. The leaflets with 
photos were dropped by air. The cam¬ 
paign was met with great success. 

suspect was apprehended. 
WSfttotit torture, he spilled information 
r ferffiifce hours, attempting to describe 
th^ location of the cave near the burned 
forest where Youssef was hiding out. 
Ground units could not determine the 
precise location. An observation plane 
targeted the general location of the 
guerilla position outside of Philippeville. 

Aussaresses and his men immediate¬ 
ly mounted an operation with the limit¬ 
ed intelligence. They walked in search 
of the camp for hours. One pretentious 
Legion captain got fed up: 

“Tell me, seargeant, your phony tip 
is truly shitty. For hours we have been 
on a wild goose chase with no results 
How long will this circus continue?” 

“A little patience my captain. The 
informant is good. I’m sure.” 

Shortly thereafter, they saw a rebel 
scurrying through the woods. One of 
the men fired. The rebel stopped and 
raised his one arm. The other had been 
shattered. His capture proved to be the 
stroke of luck they were waiting for. 

The prisoner led them to a cache of 
arms: 150 Italian rifles, several 
Mausers and miscellaneous hunting 
rifles. Later, Youssef walked into an 


ambush by the Senegali legionnaires 
west of Phillipeville. Neither he nor his 
comrades came out alive. 

Another rebel that was terrorizing 
Philippeville was a 23-year-old, 
Gharsallah Messaoud. Of small stature 
and a carefree, juvenile demeanor, was 
nickname Petit Messoaud. He was 
courageous, ambitious, vigorous, and 
ruthless. He had mobilized a group of 
young fanatics who were positioned in 
an observation post in a cliff near 
Phillipville that was immune from 
bombardment. 

A petty criminal who had been 
recruited by Petit Messaoud begged 
the police to put him in prison for his 
safety, confessing that he had been 
recruited by Messaoud and was too 
cowardly to face the Paras. 

Aussaresses requested that the judge 
arrest the deserter. He refused without 
cause. Aussaresses enlisted him as an 
informer and positioned him as a chauf¬ 
feur. He lost his head, blabbed to his 
former FLN comrades, and was killed. 

In Philippeville the police commis¬ 
sioner was attacked by a commando. 
The commissioner informed the 
Captain and everyone was prepared to 
receive the assaillants who were none 
other than Petit Messaoud and 12 of 
his men. There was a furious battle. 

The villagers cooperated, wanting 
to expose Petite Messoud: “He lives 
with five prostitutes” “I hate him” 
“he’s in the mountains.” “Little 
Massoud will attack.” Little Massoud, 
chief of a small, active powerful group 
in the mountains was “silenced,” 
thanks to the photo attack. 

Aussaresses had trailed the sus¬ 
pects “with the most blood on their 
hands.” Those he captured were not 
heroes, just brutes, he said. 

The insurrection the FLN planned 
for November had failed. By spring it 
had fizzled out. Then the FLN radical¬ 
ly changed their tactics. The FLN 
focused on terrorizing civilians, specifi¬ 
cally the Europeans which the Muslims 
labeled as “friends” of France. The FLN 
easily terrorized the countryside. The 
cities, however, were much more diffi¬ 
cult to penetrate, and became the pri¬ 
mary targets. The situation continued 
to degenerate. The new Faure govern¬ 
ment, with Maurice Bourges Maunoury, 
secretary of the interior who had 
replaced Mitterand and Robert 
Schuman minister of Justice, decided to 
escalate the French response: 60- 
100,000 French soldiers were 
deployed. Severe retaliation, including 
bombardment was authorized. 


Attacks were increasing to more 
than 12 a day, particularly in Algiers 
where the FLN focused the majority of 
their efforts. The city was largely inhab¬ 
ited by pieds-noir. The FLN goal was to 
terrorize them into such desparation 
and fear that they would flee. The 
Casbah, in old town with its narrow, 
winding streets and stone houses with 
interior courtyards and terraces offered 
the rebels an impregnable fortress. 

It was a different game in Algers, 
with different players. 

The director, Larbi Ben M’Hidi, who 
had inherited fortunes, aimed to esca¬ 
late terrorism to such a crises that 
France would be forced to abandon 
Algeria. Bombs in the Milk Bar and the 
Cafeteria frequented by the young 
Algerians killed four and mutilated 52. 
On 13 November 1956, three bombs 
were launched, one on an autobus that 
left 36 victims, the other in a grand 
market which gravely injured nine, and 
the third in a train station. On 28 
November, three bombs detonated in 
the same hour. It became apparent to 
Aussaresses that a strong, well funded 
organization had mobilized thousands 
of supporters including informers, sup¬ 
pliers, bomb manufacturers, and those 
who provided food, medical care, and 
safehouses. The next month, Christmas 
Eve, a bomb in a school bus killed the 
child passengers. The anxiety of the 
pied-noir was rapidly being trans¬ 
formed into psychosis. 

Aussaresses was ordered to report to 
Colonel Mayer, who told him General 
Massu wanted someone who could per¬ 
form unusual operations — clean up 
the Casbah of the rebels. 

“I was given a far dirtier job than 
Philippeville. I wasn’t born to clean up 
the Casbah,” I told Mayer. I refused. “I 
hate it! I hate it! I hate it!” 

The plan was to create two adjuncts 
— the first was lieutenant Colonel 
Roger Trinquier, with whom 
Aussaresses had worked and trained in 
Indochina with the paratroopers. 
Trinquier’s mission had been to operate 
behind the Viet Minh lines and gather 
intelligence for subsequent airborne 
operations. Trinquier was appointed to 
head up intelligence, and Aussauresses 
operations, for Algiers. 

“Either I accepted or I quit the army. 
Quitting the army is to quit special ser¬ 
vices; to renounce an ideal. That is to 
become a traitor. I got in my Jeep and 
left for Algiers.” 

Next issue: Algiers , the decisive battle 
of the Algerian war. ^ 
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Gun Ban 

Promotes Hijacking 

By Martin l. Fackler, M.D. 


E ach time I am delayed by '‘security” at airports, the 
same painful thought crosses my mind: This metal- 
detector-enforced prohibition of handguns on air¬ 
planes not only doesn’t prevent hijackings, but it contributes 
to their success. Metal-detector-based “security’’effectively 
disarms the passengers; and takes away any chance they 
might have of thwarting the hijacking. What hijacker could 
ask for more? 

The hijackings of 11 September proved the truth of another 
part of my thought: That sufficiently motivated and well- 
financed terrorists can hijack any airliner they wish. We saw 
four separate airliners hijacked within minutes of one another. 
All were specifically selected because they were scheduled 
for a transcontinental trip, with full fuel tanks. 

Lets face it: Five strong males, working together, can take 
over a plane with no more than their own hands and fists as 
weapons. Who is going to stop them? Passengers taken by 
surprise and paralyzed by fear? Or they can claim to have a 
bomb — and who is going to call that bluff? 

Only passengers carrying concealed handguns (and adept 
in their use) can thwart a hijacking. Sky marshals are a poor 
second choice. A terrorist group could easily learn to identi¬ 
fy them, so they could be disarmed by surprise as the first 
step in a hijacking. Brave passengers can attack with bare 
hands, maybe disrupting the terrorists and causing the plane 
to crash, but they can’t prevent the initial takeover. 

The solution is simple. Solicit all active-duty and retired 
military and law-enforcement personnel, and all who have a 
state concealed-carry permit, to carry concealed handguns 
when they travel by air. 

The element of surprise is critical. If the hijackers don’t 
know who is armed, they subject themselves to being shot at 
any time chosen by any armed passenger. That is why ran¬ 
dom armed citizens are the most effective deterrent to crime. 
The uncertainty created in potential hijackers by knowing 
there are unidentified armed persons aboard would certainly 
prevent the success of multi-plane coordinated hijackings. 

Those who predicted disaster here in Florida, and in the 
31 other states whose laws permit qualified citizens to get 
a permit to carry concealed handguns, will again be horri¬ 
fied at what I am suggesting. Yet they were wrong about 
those states: Violent crime has declined in all of them. 
Rational analysis shows they would also be wrong about 


armed airline passengers. 

Some respond negatively to any increased use of firearms. 
These also probably believe the popular myth that one bullet 
hole in the fuselage of a high altitude airliner will cause it to 
crash. One bullet will not cause an airplane to crash; neither 
will a dozen. 

The crime-deterrent effect of concealed handguns carried 
by ordinary citizens is clearly predictable. Nothing is more 
disquieting to the criminal than the recognition that a poten¬ 
tial victim is likely to be carrying a concealed handgun, and 
might be very adept in using it. 

Although we cannot prevent hijackings, we can prevent 
them from succeeding — if we act rationally. But what have 
we seen thus far? 

More of the same system which failed to prevent the 
events of 11 September. More stringent actually means more 
wasted time and increased inconvenience to airline passen¬ 
gers: For example, removing the capacity to peel an orange or 
slice a banana — or cut off a loose thread. 


The solution is simple. Solicit elf active-duty anil 
retired military and law-enforcement personnel, and 
all who have a state concealed-carry permit, to carry 
concealed handguns when they travel by air. 

The cost, the time-wasting effort, and the mind-boggling 
inconvenience caused by the futile expansion of our airport 
security system could have a paralyzing effect on out entire 
democratic system — which is the ultimate goal of terrorists. 
Even the damage done in these attacks will cause little harm 
to our republic compared to our system’s erosion by unthink¬ 
ing overreaction to that damage. 

As the shock wears off, it will become apparent that we 
have entered a new era. A hijacking no longer means simply 
a detour through Cuba; it is now likely to mean death. When 
this sinks in, future hijackers are less likely to have such 
compliant victims as they have had in the past. 

Dr. Fackler is a retired colonel in the U.S. Army Medical 
Corps and, for many years, was director of the Army's Wound 
Ballistics Laboratoiy. ^ 
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By Col. David H. Hackwdrth (Ret.) 


We Are All New Yorkers 


F or too many years I've been a voice 
in the wilderness trying to warn the 
American people and the military-indus¬ 
trial-congressional complex that we’ve 
entered a new era of war. Even after 
World Trade Center I, the embassy 
attacks and the savaging of the U.5.5. 

Cole, most people didn’t want to know 
the truth. Nor, tragically, did our leaders 
in government — probably because it’s 
hard to think out of the box, especially 
when there’s all that pork out there for 
the easy picking. 

Five years ago, my wife decided to take 
me seriously. We were walking in Central 
Park when a car backfired. Several sec¬ 
onds after I’d thrown her to the ground 
and rolled with her under a bush, she 
asked shakily, “What’s going on?” 

So I told her that New York was at the 
top of the terrorist hit list. As a student 
and survivor of many wars, I could see it 
all coming down as clearly as 1 saw and 
warned the top brass in 1966 that we’d 
lose in Vietnam unless we fought that war 
with the correct guerrilla tactics rather than refighting 
World War II. 

My wife loves New York City more than anyone I know. 
But within the year, at her insistence, we’d left the vibrant 
Big Apple to live in Connecticut, 

Today, of course, much as 1 wish my predictions had been 
off-target, nobody rolls their eyes any longer when 1 carry on 
about how terrorism has become this country’s biggest threat. 

But we can’t all move to Connecticut — in fact, nowhere 
we go can ever be far enough from either the threat or the 
physical and emotional fallout. There’s no longer any safe spot 
for Americans except what we mindfully make for ourselves. 

We are all New Yorkers. We are all the target, all under 
a shared siege, all bonded in spirit and in blood. Each and 
every American was hit last week — and now we must 
take the hard steps necessary to protect our democratic 
way of life from an enemy with absolutely no respect for 
life, even his own. 

This means instituting a level of security we’ve never 
known and having the unwavering commitment to an 
unconditional frontless war against an enemy who strikes at 
unarmed civilians from the shadows with increasingly more 
unthinkable weapons. 



Col. David Hackw’orth (Ret.) also writes 
a syndicated weekly column titled 
“Defending America." “ Hack" doesn't 
pull any punches and many liberal rags 
won't carry his writing. If your local 
paper falls into that category , call the 
editor and let him know you'd like to see 
“Defending America" on the Op-Ed 
page. It's syndicated by King Features , 
235 E. 45 th St., New York , NY 10017. 


Our very survival depends upon our no 
longer allowing the MICC to keep trying 
to fight today’s battles with yesterday’s 
war machine. We must instead quickly 
punch into the basics of counterterrorism 
and common sense and stop fantasizing 
about the supposedly miraculous, all-pro¬ 
tective Missile Defense Shield. 

We must set aside our unilateralism 
and not-infrequent national arrogance and 
forge the alliances necessary to close 
down any terrorist sanctuaries and cut off 
all support. We must make clear that the 
friend of our terrorist foe is our enemy 
and will be treated accordingly: Any state 
harboring terrorists will get what Imperial 
Japan and Nazi Germany got after Pearl 
Harbor. And then we must move in a glob¬ 
al effort of civilized nations to bring these 
monsters to justice — either in the court¬ 
room or by doing unto them as they’ve 
done unto us. 

But in order to succeed, we need to act, 
not react. We must strike only when we are 
truly ready, only when we know where our 
enemies are and only at the times and places we select. And 
our weapons should not only be the sledgehammer we wield¬ 
ed in Serbia and Vietnam, but the pre-emptive scalpel the FBI 
used so effectively at the beginning of this Millennium to pre¬ 
vent terrorist strikes in Times Square and Seattle. 

We need to get smart as much as we need to get even — 
to put in the time and the bucks to do whatever it takes to 
make our anti-terrorism defense shield permanently proac¬ 
tive. Just as our New York cousins set a daily example with 
their courage as they clean up and carry on, so must we all 
come together as a nation to let the world know loudly and 
clearly, “Never again.” 

Terrorists such as Osama bin Laden and sponsors of ter¬ 
rorism like Iraq’s Saddam Hussein will soon learn that a fine 
line separates fear from rage and rage from revenge. 

http://www.hackworth.com is the address of 
David Hackworth’s home page. 

Copyright 2001 David H. Hackworth 
Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 

Hackworth’s new book, a novel, 

The Price of Honor, is now available. ^ 
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The New Performance Plus Para .45’s are the ultimate in carry technology. 
They are loaded with the custom features you want including match quality ramped 
barrels, full-length guide rods, flared ejection ports, low mount dovetail sights, 
combat style hammers, checkered main spring housings and serrated front straps. 
Para’s triple safety system includes a wide grip safety, extended slide lock safety and 
internal firing pin block safety. The new Para Performance Plus pistols are an 
exceptional value and for a limited time we make you this incredible offer: 

*Call Now to t-800-700-0239 extension 7677 to receive your certificate for a free high 
capacity magazine when you purchase a new Para Performance Plus PI 2-45 or PI 3-45. 
Hurry, because these legal, pre-ban magazines are in limited supply and this offer expires 
when supplies run out. 

TO GET YOUR FREE CERTIFICATE 
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The Pistol For Your Lifetime 

980 Tapscott Road • Toronto, ON MlX 1C3 f 

Offer void where prohibited by law. Certificates for a free high capacity magazine are available only for the purchase of new models 
PI 2-45ER/RR/SR and P13-45ER/RR/SR and can only be obtained by calling our automated certificate center. 
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DESIGNED FOR MILITARY PILOTS 


CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL 
ASK FOR OPERATOR LG06 


Precision multifunction 0S80 alarm quartz chronograph. Power alarm. 
Chronograph; 1/2Oth second, 60 minutes & 12-hour accumulated elapsed 
tune. Tachymetre. Case in solid 316L stainless steel, sanded or black PVD 
finish; unidirectional ratcheted 0-60 count-up bezel; screw-locked crown & 
screw-in back. Tritiom/SPO advanced illumination system nn hands & 
numbers. Hardened mineral crystal. Water resistant to lOOm/330 feet. 3-year 
battery. Diameter 38mm, thickness 12mm; weight 3.5 oz. Designer rubber 
strap with silver or black steel reinforcements; push-button deployment 
buckle. Serial numbered. 5 year limited international warranty 


NOW AT HUNDREDS OF FINE JEWELERS NATIONWIDE 
CALL FOR A DEALER NEAR YOU! 












